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I 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00:\ LS 

SAC, ^UlSVILLE (12G-NEW) (P) 


IPTED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


On 5-30-86 I 
)wxng iniormatxon 


J Cprotect )j ^ 

telephone I 


Iprovided the 





- Louisville 


CLH/clh 

(\U\ 

(2) 
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DO iroT destroy 


SEARCHED, 

serialized' 


INDEXED 
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LS 12G-NEW 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


[stated that he is willing to help the FBI; however, he 

is to be called at his home after 4:00 p.m. When calling, the 
case agent should not mention the FBI , 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


A review of records at the Kentucky Division of Motor Vehicles 
revealed that Kentucky license MTK828 is on a 1977 white Jaguar, 

VIN UH2W53424BW, which is (registered to a ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, 
Route 5, Paris, Ky. V 

A review of records oAthe Kentucky Bureau of Driver's Licensing 
revealed that ANDREW C, THORNTON, Route 5, Hutchinson Road, Paris, 

Ky. , has DOB 10-30-44 and SSAN 400t64-v3373 . THORNTON has driver's 
license number T653067108835,\ which expires 10-31-87. 

A review of Louisville iimices provided the following files 
on THORNTON : \ 

44-1800; 

183B-370; 

92-1187-117; 

100-0-8145 p2; 

and, 190-100-57. 

Inasmuch as THORNTON is known to have numerous weapons, he 
should be considered armed and dangerous. 
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NARCOTICS MATTER 
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Date Property Acquired 
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10/30/85 


Location of Property or Bulky 
SAFE CABINET 

Exhibit 
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EVIDENCE 
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aterial - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 
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Description of Property or Exhibit 
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Date Property Acquired 
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Source From Which Property Acquired 

NC State Bureau of Investigation ^>6 

b7C 

Location of Property or Bulky 
LS - Bulky 

Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 

To Be Returned See Serial 
?] Yes □ No 
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SA 1 

Louisville Division t>7c 

□ Yes □ No Grand Jury V 

laterial - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


Toll records on telephone nuEiber 919/875-3261, RAEPORD 
AVIATION, INC. for 1983. 


Toll records on telephone ntnnber 919/875-9328, RA.EPORD 
AVIATIOJy, INC. for 1983. 
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TO: SAC. LOUISVILLE (12G-303) DATE: 6/7/ 85 


raOM: SA PAUL C. TXGUE. JR. 


SUBJECT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON. 11 

NARCOTICS MATTER 
OO: LOUISVILLE 

b6 





LS 12G-303 



Attempt to determine if Information provided by 
is correct through other sources . 





6-14-85 


^ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 



ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LOUISVILLE 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) (P) 


Re memo of IA| 

of SA PAUL C. TIGUE, JR., dated 6-7-85. 


dated 6-3-85; and, memo 


(2/- Louisville 
CLH/clh ^ 

(2) r 


are arrest records and two photos 



DO UOT DESTROY - EOIPA 

1 ' ' 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 1-80) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 .6 
5010-114 


GPO : 1984 0 - 433-783 




Memorandum 




To : 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) (C) 

From : 

SA PAUL C. TIGUE, JR. 


Subject : 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
(00: LS) 

, II 


Sergeant 


Louisville : 


O.K 7/11/85 


(LPD) Narcotics was advised of information in this matter, 
stated he was aware of subject and would have all his units 
notified to contact sources and look for subject's vehicle. 


He 


Due to unstable nature of the complainant and 
dissemination of information above to LP© this matter is 
being closed pending further developments. . 


< 9 - 


Louisville 


PCT;ds 
( 1 ) 
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LSO015 254233 IZ 
RR KX 

DE 

R 1I233IZ “EPT m 

FM L0UIY‘~VILLE (12G-303) 

TO KNOXVILLE ROUTINE 

BT 

UNCLAT 

A!®REW CARTER THORNTON, IIj NARCOTICL MATTER? COO:LO 

INFORMAT ION RECEIVED BY LOUISVILLE DIViLlONTHAT SUBJECT WHO Is 

A KNOWN MAJCR NAR COT ICS TR A NSPORTED AND DEALER A^D PREVIOUSLY HAS 
BEEN CONVICTED ON NARCOTICS RELATED CHARGES WAS FOUND DEAD IN 

KNOXVILLE ON 9 /11/85, IN POSSESSION OF 35 KILOS OF COCAINE. 

DETECT IVeI kPHONETIC) , | |lN CID , KNOXVILLE, 

' ' ' I 1 ' ' b7C 

TENNESSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT, ADVISED THAT THORNTON’S BODY WAS FOUND 
APPROXIMATELY 5 :00 AM, 9/ 1 1/85 , W IT HI N T HE CITYLIMITS ON THE OUTSKIRTS 

OFTCWNWITH A PARACHUTE THAT HAD NOT OPENED PROPERLY AND IN 

POSSESSION OF 35 KILOS OF COCAINE. IDENTIFICATION ON THE BCDY MAKES 
IT ALMOCT CERTAIN THAT IT IF SUBJECT, HOWEVER, HE IS PROCEEDING TO 
GET THE BCDY IDENTIFIED BY A RELATIVE. 

FOR INFORMATION OF KNOXVILLE , T HOR NT ON HAL BEEN OF INTEREST 







PAGE TWO DE L 015 UNaAb 

TO THE LOUirViLLE DIVILION FOR THE LAET SEVERAL YEARl FOR HIS 

NARCOTIC CONTACrr A^D DEALINGS AN) MOST RECENTLY WAS :.USPECT IN 
BRINGING IN A LARGE SHIPMENT OF COCAINE FROM OUT OF THE COUNTRY. 
FIRTHER SUBJECT I'' PRESENTLY U?®ER SUPERVISION FROM THE PROBATION 

AM) PARCLE OFFICE EASTER N D ISTR I CT OF KENT UCKY , L EXI NGT ON , KENTUCKY, 


ON A PREVIOUS NARCOTICS CONVICTION. 

KNOXVILLE WILL CONTACT DETECTIVE 


AND/CR OTHER APPROPRIATE 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICALS AND DETERMINE FULL DETAIL^ OF SUBJECT’S 


ACTIVITIES AM) DEATH AM) OBTAIN ALL I NFOR MAT ION REGARDING ANY 
EVIDENCE AND/CH DOCUMENTS, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, ETC., ON THE BODY 

WHICH WILL AID LOUISVILLE. 


BT 

015 


b6 

b7C 


NNNN ■ 

254 2334Z KX 2/RCC 



REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: 


9-12-85 
lA 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, III 
NARCOTICS MATTER 


^NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

mCTnorandum 


to: sac, LOUISVILLE (12E-303) (P) 


On 9 

-12-85. 


telephone 


provided the following information: 


stated that approximat ely one month ago THORNTON 
and two nth«=>r whit.p mflip.c; oamp to I 


telephone 

Jstated that THORNTON, whose picture he recognized 


in the paper, and the other individuals were inquiring about a 
"double wide" mobile home which was going to be "Put on a horse 
farm in Georgetown, Ky." 


Jstated that tksx THORNTON said that they"wanted to 


buy a mobile home that day" . 


Jadvised that THE INDIVIDUALS left and did not come back; 


however, the reason he was calling was that THORNTON may have bought 
a mobile home at one of the other mobile home lots on Dixie Highway. 


described the other two individuals as follows: 


Unsub #1, white male, 125-130 pounds, 50' s, and light brown 

hair; 

Unsub #2, white male, athletic build, late 30' s, dark brown 
hair, and very well dressed. 

Above for the information of the desk. 


3 Louisville 

C2 - 12E-303) (1 - SA TIGUE - Info) 

CLH/clh 

(3)' 


DO NOT DESTROY - FOIPA 


. indexed 

SERIALIZ5d 70O ' 


rr 


FBI-LOULWILIE 



OPTIONAL FORM 10 
(REV. 1-80) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-114 


GPO : 1984 0 - 433-783 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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b7C 


b6 
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L'T'l'’ If Z 

~p C" :r< 

OC LS 

¥5 S^PT o5 

'^' LOnrc-viLLP (120-3^3) (P) 
ro C2''.PL0TT2 PRIORITY 

•■"OXVILL?: PRIORITY 

3T 




A’ORPH CARTER THOR^JTON, IIj ^’ARCOTICS MATTER; (00: LS) 

R' LOUISVILLE TELEPHONE CALL TO ASHVILLE RESIDENT AGENCY, 
'•-'ARLOTTC DIVISION, AND LOUISVILLE TELEPHONE CALL TO KNOXVILLE 
DIVISION, 9/12/S5. 


INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM DEA AMD REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALLS 
R’^'fLECT THAT CE3SENA 404 CRASHED IN MACON COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, 
•’HIC’-J MAS APPARE^'TLY THE AIRPLANE. USED BY ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, IT, 
TO MAKE HIS JUMP AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, 9/11/S5. 

S:"ARCH"S OF SUBJECT'S RESIDENCE AT LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, REVEALED 
cQr-p DOC'ITEns WHICH ARE BEING ANALYZED AT THIS TIME. ONE 
AlO'.ESS POUND AMONG THE DOCUMENTS AT SUBJECT’S RESIDENCE WAS A LETT'^'R 




TO 



DO HOT DESTROY - POIPA 


19 ' 30 2 - 


/)!___ 

K»«>i C.-'' - 




b6 

b7C 







yr- T'’0 D‘ 13 U'^CLAS 


CHARLOTT'T DIVISIOfJ AT [VIACON COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA. 

"TLL ?■' TrLrpwQNT CONVERSATION SECURE BURRAU INTEREST IN INSTANT 

-L," A :D OCTAI'-' ^ULL details due TO the plane having 

T,3 A PR^AT DIS^Ah’CE, I.E., USE OF BLADDER TANKS, ETC. ALSO 
' • L.rJE, IF POSSIBLE, ANY INDICATION OF OTHER OCCUPANT IN THE PLA^'E 
'■'E'-'T' T’»AN tu 7 SUBJECT. OBTAIN OTHER INFORMATION WHICH HILL AID 
'<•’ C0^’TINUn3 investigation to develop ASSOCIATES OF SU8JFCT. 

/OXWILL' DIVISION AT KNOXVILLE, 5ENNESSEF. WILL CONDUCT 
■^rP^OPRIAT” I.VVTSTIGATION REGARDINg I 

~| ONLY KNOHN ASSOCIATE AT THIS TIM’^ 
nr -i<3j»-cr IN :<"OXVILLE AREA. 

3f 

'>1' 


>C 17 


1/RCC 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



(EO 016 257 0339Z 
m LS XX 
DE CE 

R 13 0335Z SEP 85 


m CHARLOTTE Cl 2- NEW) (P) 

TO LOUISVILLE C12E-NEW) ROUTINE 


XNOXVILLE ROUTINE 


UN CL AS 

A^'DREW CARTER THORNTON, II J NARCOTICS MATTER? 00s LOUISVILLE 

RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO CHARLOTTE, DATED SEPTEt©ER 12, 1985, 


ON SEPTEMBER 112., 1985, 


EPUTY SHERIFF, CLAY 


COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, HAYESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, ADVISED THAT 

HIS DEPARTMENT RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 

AT Is 15 A.M., SEPTEMBER 11, 1985, THAT A PLANE HAD CRASHED INTO 
A MOUNTAIN IN CLAY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA. TIME OF CRASH, PUT BY 
|aT ABOUT 11:30 P.M., SEPTEMBER 10, 1985. | ^ STATED THAT HE 


AND A COMPANION WERE FISHING NEAR THE CRASH SITE AND INITIALLY HEaRD 
A HUMMING SOUND OF AN AIRPLANE ENGINE, THEN HEARD SOUND LIKE DYNAMITE 
EXPLODING, THEN OBSERVED BURNING AFTER THE DYNAMITE SOUND FOR ABOUT 
ONE HOUR. A:)- f' ~ -cP 


DO HOT DESTROY - FOIPA 


1 ' ,if!on(ED., 


SEP 1 4 

FBI~UOUlSVlU^ 







PAG E TWO CE 1 2- NEW UN CL AS 

THEY LEFT THE FISHING SITE AND CALLED THE CLAY COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE. THE SITE OF CRASH WAS PLACED AT A LOCATION KNOWN AS COUNTY 
CORNER (CLAY, MACON, AND CHEROKEE COUNTYS, NORTH CAROLINA) AND THE 
CHI60 WORKOFF BORDERING THE FIRES CREEK WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT, 

STATED THAT SITE IS FIFTEEN 


TO ARRIVE AT THE CRASH SITE, 


MILES NORTH OF HAYESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, UP A SWITCH BACK LOGGING 
ROAD TO A TRAIL WHICH MUST BE TRAVERSED FOR A TWO-MILE VERTICAL 
aiMB ON FOOT UP THE MOUNTAIN, IN RUGGED MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN. 

ARRIVED AT THE CRASH SITE AT 5:30 P,M, ON SEPTEf©ER 11, 


1D85, AND WAS THE THIRD INDIVIDUAL AT THE SCENE BEING PRECEDED 
BY CLAY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, RESCUE SQUAD MEMBERS, 

AND 


VIEWED FROM THE 


UPON ARRIVAL. 

TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN OVERLOOKING AN OVERLOOK TOWARD THE CRASH SCENE 
BELOW HIM. HIS FIRST IMPRESSION WAS "A MANGLED TORN UP PLANE" IN 
THREE SEVERED SECTIONS? A WING TO HIS LEFT IN WRECKAGE, COCKPIT 
PORTION IN CENTER OF ®ECKAGE, AND TAIL SECTION STANDING UPRIGHT 
AT REAR SECTION OF WRECKAGE, ALSO, HE OBSERVED A PORTION OF THE 
TAIL IN A TREE. THE COCKPIT SECTION WAS THE PANEL AND FLIGHT STICK. 


MADE HIS WAY DOWN THE MOUNTAIN TO THE vaECKAGE AREA AND 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


DETERMINED THE PLANE TO BE STEADIED ON SIDE OF MOUNTAIN BY A TREE^ 



# # 

VAGE THREE CE 12- NEW UNCLAS 

ms INITIAL OBJECTIVE WAS TO LOCATE BODIES. HE FOUND NONE OR PORTIONS 
THEREOF. NO BLOOD WAS SEEN. • IN THE WRECKAGE, HE SAW FIVE AIRPLANE 

SEATS intact AND ONE BURNED WHICH WAS AT THE FLIGHT INSTRUMENT 

\ 

PANEL ON THE LEFT SIDE OF PANEL (BELIEVED TO BE THE PILOT SECTION). 

FURTHER SEARCH OF WRECKAGE BY LOCATED NOTHING RE PERSONAL 

BELONGINGS, EXTRA FUEL TANK/BLADDERS, ETC. DESCRIBED THE 

WRECKAGE SITE AS ’’CLEAN" OF ANYTHING EXCEPT A WRECKED PLANE. HOWEVER, 
HE LOCATED A PIECE OF PAPER FROM A COMPARTMENT IN THE INSTRUMENT 
PANEL* THIS PIECE OF PAPER CONTAINED THE ANN NUMBER AS I2SSP, 

A SERIAL NUMBER AS 4040429, AND THE NAME OF A FAA REPRESENTATIVE AS 
I (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED). THIS PIECE OF PAPER WAS 
GIVEN TO THE MACON COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, SHERIFF, GEORGE MOSES, 
BECAUSE JURISDICTION WAS DETERMINED TO BE IN MACON COUNTY WHEN 
CRASH SITE WAS DETERMINED TO OCCUR 15-20 FEET INSIDE THE MACON 
COUNTY LINE. ALSO, ] | oB SERVED A CHECKLIST IN THE SAME 

COMPARTMENT AS PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED WHERE HE LOCATED THE PIECE OF 
PAPER. THERE WAS NOTHING ON THIS PIECE OF PAPER AND LEFT 

IT IN THE COMPARTMENT. 


I STATED THAT WHEN NO BODIES OR EVIDENCE THEREOF WERE 

LOCATED AND BY ORDER OF THE CLAY COUNTY' SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, HE 
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SECURED THE AREA FOR FAA REPRESENTATIVE ARRIVAL, (NO ONE FROM FAA 
EVER DID ARRIVE,) 

IDENTIFIED THE PLANE AS A CESSNA 404 TWIN ENGINE. HE 


STATED THAT THE CRASH SITE IF ROUGHLY FIVE THOUSAND FEET (4,900 
90^'ETHING FEET) ABOVE SEA LEVEL. HE NOTED THAT THE ALTIMETER WAS 
SET AT 8,400 FEET. 

ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1985, SHERIFF GEORGE MOSES, MACON COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA# SHERIFF’S OFFICE, FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA, WAS MET WITH 
OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, HEREIN AFTER NAMED, AT THE CLAY 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE UPON THEIR RETURN FROM THE CRASH SITE LATE 
P.M, ON 9/12/85, MOSES ADVISED HE ASSUMED JURISDICTION OF CRASH 
LATE P.M. SEPTEMBER 11, 1985, AND AFTER HIS INITIAL SEARCH, SECURED 
THE AREA BY POSTING DEPUTIES UNTIL HE, SPECIAL AGENT 


STATE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (SBI), NANTAHALA NATIONAL FOREST 
DISTRICT RANGER, 


FEDERAL 


SPECIAL AGENT 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, DIVISION (KNOXVILLE 
PILOT)? SPECIAL AGENT 


(DEA), KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE? LIEUTENANT 


DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
KNOXVILLE, 


<( 
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TENNESSEE, CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND NARCOTICS DETECTIVE 


KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, WENT TO THE 
SITE DURING A*M. - P.M., SEPTEMBER 12, 19S5, FOR FURTHER SEARCH. 
ACCORDING TO MOSES AND ALL INDIVIDUALS JUST NAMED, THEY FOUND 

AT THE SITE, 


ro THING MORE THAN DID DEPUTY 


MOSES ADVISED 

Iand 


HE RELEASED THE PIECE OF PAPER HE RECEIVED FROM DEPUTYj 
THE CHECKLIST FROM THE COMPARTMENT IN THE INSTRUMENT PANEL (PREVIOUSLY 
DESCRIBED) TO SPECIAL AGENT 


DEA, KNOXVILLE, WHO 


RETAINED THEIR POSSESSION. 


SPECIAL AGENT 


FBI, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, ADVISED 
THAT HIS OBSERVATIONS OF WRECKAGE WERE THAT THE PLANE WAS A CESSNA 
m AND THAT THE AUTOMATIC PILOT FUNCTIONS BUTTONS WERE DISENGAGED 
(THIS COULD HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY POWER INTERCEPTION). THE THROTTLES 
FDR BOTH ENGINES WERE FOUND (FULL OPEN), THERE WAS 26 INCHES OF 
PRESSURE ON MANIFOLD PRESSURE GAUGE- BOTH ENGINES, THE OIL PRESSURE 
GAUGE WAS UP (NORMAL), THE ALTIMETER READING WAS 8,400 FEET WITH A 
30,00 BAROMETRIC PRESSURE READING. 

SPECIAL agent! 


COULD NOT STATE REASON FOR CRASH AND 
SAID THAT THIS WOULD BEST BE DONE BY FAA INVESTIGATOR, WHEN SPECIAL 
AGENT WAS RELATING THIS TO SPECIAL AGENT 
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ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, RESIDENT AGENCY, SHERIFF MOSES 
INTERRUPTED STATING THAT IF THE AIRPLANE HAD HAD ABOUT 50 - 75 
ADDITIONAL FEET IN HEIGHT, THE PLANE WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PASS 
OVER THE MOUNTAIN INTO WHICH IT CRASHED. NO ONE IN THIS PARTY 
OF SEARCHERS WITH SHERIFF MOSES DISTURBED THE WRECKAGE AREA. 

ADDED THAT PART OF THE WRECKAGE WAS JAMMED INTO THE 


SA 


MOUNTAIN AND OTHER PARTS STREWN IN THE AREA ON TREES AND ON SIDE 
0»? MOUNTAIN AND IN F0ILA6E. 

DEA, ADVISED HE WILL ATTEMPT ON 


SA 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1985, TO HAVE FAA PERSONNEL COME TO CRASH SCENE. 

AND OTHERS IN SHERIFF MOSES PARTY ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1985, 


SA 


(PREVIOUSLY NAMED) BELIEVED HAND PROCESSING OF RECORDS I.E., BY 
DUSTING POWDER, FUTILE. STATE CONTROL PANEL BLACKENED RESULT OF 
FIRE OF WRECKED AIRCRAFT, BUT CONTROL PANEL IS NOT BURNED, 

THERE ARE OTHER PARTICLES IN THE WRECKAGE BURNED AND NOT BURNED 
BUT MUTILATED/BROKEN. THEY FOUND NO TANGIBLE EVIDENCE TO DETERMINE 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE OCCUPYING PLANE; HOWEVER, ALL ADVISED THEY FOUND 
NOTHING TO INDICATE ANYONE OCCUPIED PLANE AT CRASH AND STATED THAT 
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IF ANYONE WAS I THE AIRPLANE UPON IMPACT, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EVIDENCED 
THAT HE WOULD HAVE HAD NO WAY TO ESCAPE UNHARMED AND THERE WOULD 
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HAVE BEEN EVIDENCE AT LEAST OF BLOOD AND MUTILATION OF BODY. 

lieutenant! 


AND DETECTIVE 


KNOXVILLE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 

WERE IN NORTH CAROLINA AS A RESULT OF OF THEIR 
DEPARTMENT’S INVESTIGATION OF SUBJECT’S PARACHUTE DEATH IN 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, EARLIER, LT, 


HAS COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS, 


Ere,, RELEVANT TO THIS AND HAS RELEASED SAME TO FBI KNOXVILLE. 
m TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS OF CRASH SITE IN NORTH CAROLINA AND WILL 
FORWARD SET TO FBI KNOXVILLE. LT. | [ ADDED THAT ON THE PERSON 
OF SUBJECT WHEN SUBJECT’ S BODY WAS LOCATED IN KNOXVILLE WERE 
TWO PLANE "N” NUMBERS. ONE WAS 12SSP ON A KEY (SAME PLANE CRASHED 
IN NORTH CAROLINA, ACCORDING TO LT. | f AND 1285P ON A MEDAL 
TAG (PLANE NOT IDENTIFIED, ACCORDING TO LT. | | ) 

LT. | I lDENTIFIED THE OWNER OF THE CRASHED AIRPLANE AS OPEX 
AVIATION, INC., 340 EAST SANTA MARIA STREET, SANTA PAVLO, CALIFORNIA. 

CRASH SCENE ABANDONED P.M. SEPTEMBER 12, 1985. WRECKAGE 
REMAINS AT SCENE WITH NO PLANS TO RETRIEVE AT THIS TIME, 

LIAISON ESTABLISHED WITH CLAY AND MACON COUNTY SHERIFFS TO 
HAVE FAA OFFICIAL CONTACT FBI ASHEVILLE IF/WHEN THEY INVESTIGATE 
CRASH. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 

3 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFiCATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 9/12/85 


□ 

□ 

□ 
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TO: 


SAC, LOUI SVILLE (12G- 303) 


ATTN : SA 


LEXINGTON ' RA 


FROM: 


SAC, KNOXVILLE (12G-377) (P) 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LS 


Re Louisville tele type to Knox ville. 9/11/85. captioned 



as above and telcall from SA 
Knoxville, 9/12/85. 


to SA 


FBI 


Enclosed for Louisville are 46 xerox copies, one each, . 
of contents of equipment and material found on the body of captioned 
subject at Knoxville, 9/11/85, and xerox copy of Knoxville Police 
Department fingerprint card for deceased, subject. 


For information of Louisville, enclosures include contents 
of two address books, one square and one with rounded edges, 
obtained from a velcro pouch on a chain around THORNTON'S neck. ~ 
Also in the pouch were identification and passport type material. 


Additional investigation continuing at Knoxville re 
identity of any associates and potential contacts per enclosures. 


For additional information of Louisville, two sets of 
aircraft keys were found on THORTON: 1. key bearing N1283P, per 

Naddis, owned by ELM ENTERPRISES, INCORPORATED, 5672 Indianapolis, 
East Chicago, Indiana. This aircraft has numerous Naddis entries 
and is a ROCKWELL GRAND COMMANDER, twin turboprop. 2. key bearing 



- Louisville (Encs 4' 
"2 - Knoxville 
JED :pb 
(4) 
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N128SP registered per EPIC to OPEX AVIATION, INCORPORATED, 340 East 
Santa Maria Street, Santa Paula, California. This aircraft is a 
Cessna, model 404, serial 0429. This aircraft was located crashed 
in the mountains of Western North Carolina. DEA, FBI and Knoxville 
Police Department, Metro Narcotics, are currently at crash site 
and intend to process this aircraft. 
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jHive/ chutist 


lumped mtgr setting 
plane on auto-pilot 


• Information for this story was also 
: gathered by The Associated Press. 

By WILLIAM KEESLER 
and RICHARD WILSON 
Ceuritr^Joumal Staff Writtrs 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Andrew 
ttarter Thornton II apparently set a 
il^n^ngine plane on auto-pilot 
jover Knoxville before parachuting, 
‘to his death eafly Wednesday with 
about 75 pounds of cocaine, au- 
thorities said yesterday. 

■i A key found on the body of the 
‘former Lexington police officer 
and attorney had the same identify- 
ing numbers — NOV128SP — as an 
unmanned Cessna 404 that crashed 
f about 1:15 a.m. .Wednesday in 
i-North Carolina, sai,d Capt. Stan Bul- 
U.oh, commander of the Knoxville 
, Metro Police Department's Organ- 
ized Crime Unit 

cThe body of Thornton, 40, was 
found in a residential driveway 
about 8:45 a.m. Wednesday, lying' 
ntop his unopened main chute, his 
I eseive chute deployed nearby. 

I Dale Schuitema, a DEA spokes- 
ijian in Atlanta, said the "natural 
assumption” is that Thornton was 
Dying the $15 niillion in cocaine 
from a foreign country most 
likely Colombia or somewhere else 
in South America. ' 

j-Dr. Robert Lash, a' Federal Avi- 
ation Authority investigator, said 
the timing of the crash and Thorn- 
ton's jump led officials to believe 
that the plane, which has a range of 
about 2,000 miles, was the one' 
Thornton used. 

0*3ullen said -that each, of the 34 
I )lastic-and-tape packages in which 
the cocaine was shipped was la- 
I >eled "USA” and had numbers that 


apparently tell where the drug was 
produced and >^ere it was going. 

.Bullen said local investigators 
will compare those numbers with 
ones on cocaine that police found 
in other parts of the country to de- 
leimine what they mean. i 

Investigators from the Knoxvillh 
department. North Carolina’s State 
Bureau of Investigation, the FAA, 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency 
and the FBI spent much of yester- 
day at the crash site, about 60 miles 
south of Knoxville. 

Ronnie Castle, a deputy with the 
Macon County (N.C.) Sheriffs De- 
partment, said the officials had to 
hike for hours across rugged 
terrain to reach the crash deep in 
the Nantahala National Forest 

The crash was reported to the 
Clay County, N.C., sheriffs depart- 
meht about 1:15 a.m., dispatched* 
Carvel Bright said. "A couple oi 
fishermen” on Nantahala Lake, she 
said, "heard an explosion and ther 
saw Dre on the mountain,” 

- Tony Acri, assistant fecial agent 
of the DEA in Atlanta, said the 
agency had not l>een tracking the 
plane before the crash. 

Officials had not determined to 
whom the plane was registered, 
said Charles Fonts, an investigator 
vdth the National Transportation 
Safety Board, which inv^tigates all 
di^lian plane crashes. 

The FAA's last registry was with 
Dpex Aviation- Inc. of Santa Paula, 
Calif. An Opex official, Graham 
Butler, said the plane had been 
sold two months ago. 

Airplane broker Ron Schmidt of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said he sold 
See KEY 
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.Continued from Page One * - 

I the plane Monday to a company he 
; Identified as Key Air of Miami. But 
^ere is np Key Air listed in the Mi- 
ami telephone directory, and 
Schmidt said he could not identify 
the young pilot who picked up the 
plane. 

Detectives in Knoxville, mean- 
while, began checking about 50 
telephone numbers that were 
found in Thornton's effects. Bullen 
said some of the numbers lacked 
Area codes and some appeared to 
be in code. 


‘T tliink it's likely that there are 
Kentucky numbers in there since 
he’s from Kentucky,” Bullen said. 

* Two or three numbers appeared 
pb i>e from Knoxville, he said, al- 
Nhough metro narcotics officers 
.Aad no record ofprevious activities 
.iby Thornton. 

i . Bullen said Thornton, a pilot and 
■j holder of an eighth-level black belt 
^n the ‘martial arts, was carrying 
j several papers in a coat pocket, in- 
l/Cluding his passport and verses cit- 


ing the virtue of a mercenary life- 
'ityle. • 


He also was wearing a bullet- 
proof vest and was carrying two 
pistols, a stiletto, special goggles 
for seeing at ni^t, several com- 
■ ^passes, liquid vitamins, dehydrated 
.. food, about $4,500 in cash, six gold 
' krugerrands and identification pa- 
pers in at least two names, investi- 
- ^tors said. 

. There still was no explanation 
f why Thornton, a former paratroop- 
' er with the 82nd Airborne Division 
who carefully packed his own ex- 
..pensive parachutes, died in 
^Wednesday morning’s jump. 

- , Lt Charles Coleman of the metro 
* police said Thornton used only his 
4 eserve parachute, which was 
^jdund about five feet from his 
' I ody. But he had managed to guide 
;.ilimself between a house, a garage* 


-and a tree onto a flat gravel area 
.behind a home, Coleman said.. 

”He almost made that landing,” 
Coleman said. 

Lash said that Thornton died 
from a lacerated aorta. ”He landed 
on the cocaine, broke his ribs and 
stretched his aorta to the breaking 
point” 

Lash, who estimated the time of 
death as 1 to 2 a.m. Wednesday, 
^id Thornton might havq survived 
if he had landed in a softer spot 

Spokesmen for the FBI and DEA 
would not say yesterday if there 
were any investigations pending 
against Thornton since his Novem- 
ber 1982 release from the Federal 
Correctional Institution near Lex- 
ington. ^ 

Thornton was sentenced in June 
1982 to six months in prison, fined 
$5,00.0 and placed on five years* 
probation after pleading no contest 
to a misdemeanor charge of marir 
juana smuggling conspiracy. 

Capt John Xile said the Ken- 
tucky State Police had no pending 
cases involving Thornton. 

Marvin Little, a Lexington-Fay- 
ette Urban County police detective, 
^d police seized sonie of Thorn- 
ton’s records when they searched 
his apartment and a van at his 
townhbuse in southeastern Lexing- 
ton on Wednesday. Little would not 
said what the records showed. 

Other items seized, he said, in- 
cluded .“small quantities” of some 
chemicals, tear gas, blasting caps 
and flares. “They were items that 
we felt were unsafe to be in an 
apartment so we had the iire de- 
partment dispose of them,” he said. 

John McFadden, Lexington’s po- 
lice chief since 1980; and a mem- 
ber of the department since 1957, 
said yesterday that Thornton was 
an “.average” officer. 

Thornton joined the department 
'in August 1968 and served in the 
patrol, narcotics, detective and 
-criminal intelligence units before* 


he resigned in 1977, several montip 
after earning his law degree at tt e 
University of Kentucky, McFadde a 
said. 

McFadden said that Thornton, 
. also a graduate of Eastern Ken- 
tucky University and Sewanee Mili- 
tary Academy, had never worked 
in undercover narcotics investiga- 
tions, and added that he also did 
not recall his being involved in any 
“monumental cases.” 


Several of Thornton’s neighbors 
said yesterday that they seldom 
saw him. • 

Rodney Hughes, 20, said the epi- 
sode had “been the talk” of the 
area around Thornton’s apartment 
at Merrick Place since Wednesday. 


Hughes said he never met Thorn- 
ton blit had seen “some people 
moving firearms, explosives, (and) 
stuff like that” from the trunk of a 
car in front of Thornton’s apart- 
ment early one day last summer. 

He said he paid little attention to 
the incident because “a lot of peo- 
ple around here carry guns. I guess 
it’s their hobby.” 

Hughes also said that “it seemei [ 
like every other week” Thornton 
would have “a wild party.” 

But Mrs. William Lucas, whose 
townhouse was separated by one 
other unit from Thornton’s, said 
she and her husband were never 
bothered by any parties. 

Mrs. Lucas, who said she seldom 
saw Thornton more than once a 
week, described him as “very nice” 
and said he always greeted her 
when they met outside. 

Thornton’s survivors include his 
parents, Carter and Margaret Cum- 
mins Thornton of Bourbon County; 
a brother, Timothy, also of Bour- 
bon County; and a sisteh Margaret 
Thornton Buckley of Lexington. 

A graveside funeral will be at 10 
a.m. tomorrow at Paris Cemetery. 
Lusk Funeral Home in Paris is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Friends may contribute to trfe 
United States Parachute Assoj;i- 
ation, 1440 Duke St, Alexandria, 
-W. 22314. 1 / 







bf a parachutist were put on 
display yesterday in Knox^ • 
ville,' Tenn. The .parachutist 
died after he Jumped from & 
plane that police believe he. 
.was flying. Wreckage of 'a 
plane was found in a remote 
area of North Carolina. 
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A^DREW CAJ?TER THCR^EON, II; NARCOTIC. MATTER; (00s L?) 

9/24/85. 


RE L our -VILLE TELEPHONE CALL TO 
/ 

FOR INFORMATION OF ATLANTA ON 9/11/85, SUBJECT WA.. FOUND 
DECEASED IN KNOXV ILLE , T ENNE:-' EE , AFTER HAVING TRIED TO PAH CHUTE 
WITH 75 POUND OF COCAINE. .UB.EOUEOT INVESTIGATION AT THOROTON’r 
RESIDENCE IN LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, A® REVIEW OF MATERIAL FOUND ON 
SUBJECT’.' BODY REVEALED ADDRE. ' BOOKJ A® OT lEH CORRE.\ PONDE NCE OF 
THORNTON. 

/ 

ON IN.'TANT DATE iSOUHCEWA.' CONTACTED IN LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, 
WHO ADVI ED THAT THORNTON HAD AN AL :0CIATE WHOl'E NICKNAME II COWBOY. 
THI'" INDIVIDUAL I"" DE''CRIBED AL A WHITE MALE, 6’ 4", 190-200 POUND'- , 
EARLY 30;-, .A®Y HAIR , WHO ALLEGEDLY HAD DONE COMBAT DUTY WITH 
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PAG’i TWO DE L; LfNOLA. 

THGRNTOM IN VIET NAK. T HI INDIVIDUAL I‘ A CL 0. E A. OCIATE OF 
THCSM'ON’' IN VAR I OU ’ IVI NG A'' OCI AT 10 M A M3 .TUNT.. T Hli 

COWBOY HAD EFEM 03 ERVED WITH THORNTON ON EVER AL OCCA' ION' OUT OF ^ 

T HE COUNTR Y BOT H I N HO UR A A AO I N KEXI CO A ^D KE Y WE. T . 

THI I^DIVIDUAL (COWBOY) WA' £E N W IT H T HOR NT ON A LATE A 

APPROXIKATELY ONE WEEK OR WEEK AND HALF PRIOR TO TKORMTON' DEATH. 

A REVIFW OF TELEPHONE ADDRE :.SOOK" FOrt T HOR NT ON REVEAL: THAT 

AN E^^rRY IN THE BOOK ON HI PER' ON AT THE TIKE OF HI- DEATH FOR A 

william: , COWBOY, 2901 REMAI fOER OF THE ADDRE . I- NOT CLEAR BUT 

APPEAR TO BE REPONT ROAD, FURTHER NOTATION, 0-2370930 AM) H-2612492, 

BELOW THAT I' A NOTATION M2 61 -775 0 EXTE NJI 0 N 2 702 A® P- 89 8-5524. 

PEROON INTERVIEWED IN LEXINGTON ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN 

ADVI'ED THAT COWBOY WA UPPOBE T 0 BE A REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER IN 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, A® THAT HE. A® THORNTON BOT H R OUT INEL Y CARRIED. 

A LARGE AMOUNT OF WEAPON" WHEN THEY MADE TRIP, . 

REVIEW OF THOR ^^^0^r' TELEPHONE ADDRE.*' BOOK REVEALED THAT 

P MAY TA^D FOR A PAGER NUMBER. 

FURTHER ADVI. ED ON A CURSORY CHECK OF '.TABARD 

MATERIAL THAT A DAVID L. WILLIAM' RESIDE AT 365 1 IVY ROAD, ATLANTA, 

GEORGIA, A® MAY BF THE UBJFCT OF A D£A INVE TIGATION AT THI ‘ TIME. 



* 

PA6? Tl-REF DF L '^'^6 U\^aA ' 

LEAD.' ATLAflTA DIVI ION AT ATLANTA, GECHGI A. WILL CO\’DUCT 
FULL UVE.TIGATION TO DEVELOP ANY INFOHKATION AVAILABLE ABOUT 
CCy.BOY WILLIAM A FT FORTH ABOVE IN AN ATTEMPT T 0 D EVEL OP W HET HER 
TKI- I ^D IV ID UAL COLLD HAVE SEEN WITH THOR OT ON AT TIE TIME OF CHA.‘ H 
OF TIE PLANE THAT THORfEON WA FLYING WHEN HE PAR CHUT ED INTO 
KNOXVILLE. AL-'O ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPH OF DAVID L. WILLIAM;. 

0 IT CAN BE D I' PLAYED TOWITNE-..E IN LEXINGTON IN AN ATTEMPT TO 
IDE^!^IFY KIM BY THE ALIA . 

BT 
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arachutist mth $15 


on in cocaine 



falls 


lo his death 


^ Information for this story was gatfvf 
^ ered by staff writers Robert T. Gar\ 
i rett, Richard Wilson and R. G. Dun^ 
I) lop, ^cUd writer Roger Harris and 
t The Associated Press, 

KNOXVILLE. Tenn. ~ Fomer 
Lexington police narcotics officer 
Andrew Carter Thornton II. who 
gained notoriety in drug-smuggling 
investigations several years ago. 
died early yesterday when he tried 
to parachute into Knoxville with $15 
million of cocaine. 

Thornton, who was heavily armed 
and wearing a bulletproof vest, fell 
to his death on a gravel driveway, 
according to police. 

Police said Thornton, 40, was car- 
rying 34 kilograms of cocaine — 
about 75 pounds — in an Army duf- 
fel bag. as well as two automatic 
weapons and several knives, and 
was wearing night-vision goggles. 

Lt Charles Coleman of the Knox- 
ville Metro Police Department said 
Thornton's main parachute nevdr 

Jopened. The reserve chute did de^ 
ploy, Coleman said, slowing his de- 
scent 

Police said they suspect Thornton 
jumped from a' small aircraft that 
Witnesses said was traveling north- 
west to southeast but authorities 
had no information on where the 
■plane came from or where it was 
rheaded. , 

: Downtown Island Airport is about 
;three-quarters of a mile from where 

S iomton fell, but a spokesman at 
e aiport ^id no planes landed j 
ttere overnight A spokesman for/ 
e Federal Aviation Authority said^ 
e plane would have to have been 


i 


A ■ fi 

flWng very low because there waj 
nothing on radar at the time. 

VOne police officer, who asked no[l 
to be named because he was not au- 
thorized to speak about the situa- 
tion, said the FBI has told Knojcville 
police that they are investigating a 
tip that a man was seen practicing 
low-level, reserve-chute jumps in 
Kentucky on Tuesday. 

No other information about that 
possibility was available last night. 

Fred Myers, §5, discovered the 
body about 8:45 a.m., about eight 
hours after Thornton died. « 

\ “I got up to shave and looked ou| 

[ny window and saw him," Myer | 

t^id. 

"It looks like he jumped out ^Hh 
too heavy a load,” he said. ‘ 
However, Coleman said that he 
did not think the weight of the co- 
caine contributed to the accident. 
Thornton apparently died of - a rup- 
tured aorta, according to unofficial 
1 autopsy results. - 

I Thornton, the son of a Paris home 
• breeder, was a Lexington police offi- 
cer in the early 1970s, serving as a 
narcotics officer for three years.- 
After leaving.the force, he attend- 
ed law school at. the University of 
' Kentucky and became an attorney 
in Lexington before being implicat- 
ed by federal authorities as a par- 
ticipant in an international drug- 
and weapon&smuggling" ring. 
■^Thornton was indicted in Fresno.. 
Calif., in October 1981 oh charges ofl 
jconspiracy to import and distribute. 
See COCAINE-LADEN ' ; 
Back page, col. S, this s^^^os' 
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.'Continued from Page One 
drugs. He eventually pleaded no 
contest to a reduced misdemeanor 
pharge of marijuana-smuggling con- 
spiracy. 

He was sentenced in June 1982 to 
six months in prison, fined $5,000 
and placed on five years’ probation. 
He was released from the Federal 
Correctional Institution near Lexing- 
ton in November 1982 after serving 
five months of the six-month sen- 
tence. 

Charles Webb, a federal probation 
bfficer, said yesterday that Thorn- 
ton was halfway through his proba-, 
tionary period when he died. 

I Knox County Medical Examiner 
Randall Pedigo said Thornton ap- 
peared to have been dead for eight 
hours when the. body was found. 

“There was a trickle of bipod 
from his nose that had dried on 
each cheek. Other than that he 
looked OK,'* Johnson said. "He was 
lying on his back wiU?i his knapsack 
dalf under him.” 

Metro Narcotics Squad Lt. Jerry 
Day said Thornton was “aiming for 
this area, and there was prdbably 


Acri, assistant special agent 
in the Atlanta office of the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration, 
said the mountain passes and clan- 
destine airstrips in Appalachia pro- 
vide good cover for smugglers hop-\ 
ing to beat a DEA crackdown on 
drug peddlers. 

Acri's office, which oversees ac- 
tivity in Tennessee, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia, said co-^ 
caine is “smuggled into the (Appala- 
chian) area and picked up by Co- 
lombians and other groups, and dis- 
tributed from there.” 

He said the area's access to inter- 
state highways appeals to smugglers 
looking for quick getaway and distri- 
bution routes. 

“Our records . . . show that we've 
had a considerable increase' in ac- 
tivity in Eastern Tennessee,” Acri 
said. 

Day said, “It iwas just a matter of 
time until we had something like 
this.” He said agents found brown- 
wrapped bundles of cocaine, each 
the size of a football, inside the duf- 
fel bag. 

Parachuting expert Rick Snow of 


konieohe supposed to meet asked by police to help in 


trrennvestigation, said Thornton ap- 
peared to be an expert jumper be- 
cause the chute was an expensive 
one. 

A friend of Thornton's said last 
night in Lexington that he was sur- 
prised to learn that Thornton died in 
a parachuting accident. 

“He was an expert skydiver and 
the type of guy who wouldn't even 
let anyone touch his pack. He was a 
fanatic” about his equipment, said 
the friend, who did not want to 
named because of the situation. 

A person answering the telephone 
at Thornton's home said family 
members did not wish to comment 
last night. ' 

Thornton was charged with par- 
ticipating in an international drug- 
smuggling ring that also traded in 
stolen high-technology U.S. military 
equipment, according to federal in- 
dictments. 

The ring included several former 
Lexington policemen and other Ken- 
tuckians and allegedly was master- 
minded by Lexington native Bradley 
F. Bryant, according to the federal 
indictments issued in Fresno in 
1981. 

Those indictments said Bryant 
and his friends and associates con- 
spired to sell more than 1,000 
pounds of marijuana smuggled from 
Mexico and Colombia since 1978. 

The indictments accused several 
defendants of stealing a variety of 
sophisticated weapons and equip- 
ment from the China Lake Naval 
Weappns Center in California in 

1979. 

Bryant was convicted of illegally 
possessing a handgun silencer in 

1980, of selling 804 pounds of mari- 
juana to undercover police in 1981 
e nd . 0 ^ j a arijuana-smuggling conspir- 


acy, fraud and embezzlement in 
1982. [ 

On Jan. 11, 1979, according to the 
federal indictment, a 10-ton DC-4 
cargo plane was flown to Lexin^ 
ton's Blue Grass Field, where mari- 
juana was unloaded. The DC-4 then 
was flown to Louisville’s Bowman 
Field, where it was abandoned. 

Federal prosecutors accused 
Thornton, a pilot, of flying the plane 
from South America to Kentucky. 

Thornton, who pleaded no contest, 
maintained he had neither flown the 
plane nor been engaged in the drug 
conspiracy. He said at his sentenc- 
ing that he was innocent but that he 
lacked the resources to fight the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 

During his sentencing in June 
1982, Thornton argued he should not 
be incarcerated because of reports 
that there was a contract on his life 
In February 1982, Thornton told 
police he had been shot twice in mi \ 
chest outside the Merrick Inq re^, 
taurant in Lexington, but had es- 
caped injury because he was wear- 
ing a bulle^roof vest. 

Numerous news reports in 1981 
and 1982 linked Bryant and his asso- 
ciates to a larger group known in 
some law-enforcement circles.; as 
“The Company.” ^ ““ 

It was described in a 1980 federal 
indictment in East St Louis, 111., as a 
nationwide dope-’ and gun-running 
syndicate with more than 300 mem- 
bers and $26 million in boats, 
planes, vehicles and warehouses. 
The 1980 indictment did not name 
Bryant and the other JCentuckians, 
however. / ’ 

Among the alleged activities ot 
the “Bradley Bryant group” was the 
purchase of the DC-4 for transporlt 
ing marijuana from South American 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


^ug-laden chutist 
may be linked 
|to plane crash 

Ex-narcotics agent carrying 
cocaine plunoes to his death 

. A former Lexington, Ky., nerc^y * Thornton also was a oisba[*r«d 
ics agent who parachuted to h{fe^j^®wyer and a decorated Vietnam 
death into a Knoxville, Tenn., back- |War veteran Who was on probation 
yard with guns, knives and cocaine , the 1982 no-contest plea in 
worth more than $14 million may be Calif., on a misdemeanor 

linked to a plane crash 60 miles , Marijuana-smuggling charge. He 
away, police say. 1 was released from the Lexington, 

The parachutist was identified as * Federal Correctional Institution 

Andrew Carter Thornton II, 40, of.i serving five months of the six- 

Paris, Ky, Thornton served on the! **^onth sentence. 

Lexington police force between 1968 1 The charge resulted when pros- 
J ind 1977 and was a narcotics officer ecutors decided they didn't hay^ 
h*om 1970-73, Police Chief Jolfn sufficient evidence to prosecul^^ 
jMcFadden said. ji Thornton on an indictment for alleg- 

^ Thornton was on probation af^r flying a plane into South Amer-, 
pleading no contest to a marijuana- a drug ring. > 

smuggling charge and allegedly was jf The ring allegedly included sever- 
involved in the dumping of a DC-4 r Lexinrfon police officers 

at Bowman Field in Louisville that other Kentuckians. It allegedly 
was used to transport marijuana to was masterminded by Lexington na- 
Lexington. . Ave Bradley F. Bryant. 

Knoxville detective Charles Cole-^ Federal indictments issued in 
man said investigators had no other Fresno in 1981 said Bryant and his 
clues as to how Thornton could have associates conspired to sell more 
landed in the quiet, residential 1^000 pounds of marijuana 
neighborhood. smuggled from Mexico and Colom- 

“We're looking at the possibility since 1978. 
there was a plane with two people The indictments also accused se^- 
and that the pilot dumped this ki^ ®ra^ defendants of stealing a variety ^ 
and then flew somewhere else fjl sophisticated weapons and equip • 
dump his plane,” Coleman salcL' |jj®at from the China Lake Nava 
^But right now, we’ve got nothing to ^ [ehpons Center in California in 
< onnect them.” | 

» Searchers found no bodies in the ‘ ‘ 

^yreckage of thO five-seat, twin-en- 
gine Cessna at the Macon County, 

N.C., crash site, about 60 miles 
jsouth of Knoxville. The craft was 
equipped with autopUot, but it 
wasn’t clear if it was engaged. 

The plane crashed about 1:15 a.m. 

Louisville time yesterday, police 
said. Thornton’s body was discov- 
ered just before 9 a.m. on the same 
-day. A coroner’s report said Thom- 
Ipn, who apparently used only his 
je^rve chute to cushion the fall, 
i^d of a broken neck and could 
ijid^e been dead for eight hoiire 
when he was found. 
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^*r*.Nmiigrous news reports in 1981 
and 1982 linked Bg^t and his asso- 
dates to a largd^p-oup known in 
some law-enfortement drdes as 
'*The Company.” 

It has been described by federal 
•authorities as a nationwide dope- 
and gun-running syndicate with 
more than 300 members and $26 
million worth of boats, planes, vehi- 
^ cles and warehouses. 


lpC-4 abandoned in Louisville 

I Among the alleged activities of 
I 'he “Bradley Bryant group” was the 
jpurchase of an old government DCf4 
airplane for transporting marijuana 
from South America. i 


‘ On Jan. 11, 1979, according to{a 
federal indictment, the 10-ton cargo 
plane was flown to Lexington's Blue 
Grass Field, where marijuana ^yas 
unloaded. The DC-4 then was taken 
to Louisville's Bowman Field and 
abandoned. 

Federal prosecutors accused 
Thornton of flying the plane from 
South America to Kentucky. 

Thornton's reserve chute had 
been deployed and was lying next to 
him when he was discovered in the 
gravel driveway behind the home of 
Fred M. Myers, an 85-year-old re- 
tired engineer. 

“I got up to shave and looked out 
my window and saw him. It looks 
like he jumped out with too heavy a 
load,” said Myers. 

“He had bags attached every'^- 
(Where,” said Ralph Johnson, 63, ji 
neighbor. “There was a trickle of 
[blood from his nose that had drielj 
'l)n each cheek. Other than that he 
looked OK. He was lying on his back 
with his knapsack half under him.” 

In addition to more than 70 
pounds of cocaine, police said, 
Thornton was carrying an automatic 
9mm pistol, a 22-caliber pistol, 
several knives, survival gear and 
rations. He wore a bulletproof vest 
and had a pair of night-vision gog- 
gles. 


The incident was the latest drug- 
related episode in the region, which 
has become a haven for smugglers 
since federal authorities began 
cracking down on narcotics smug- 
gling in Miami and other coastal 


fffeas. 


.1 Metro Narcotics Squad Lt. Jerry 
Bay said the parachutist was “ailn- 
i|Jg for this area, and there v:as 
probably someone supposed to meet 
> him.” I 

Day said markings on the cocaine 
bundles suggested the drug was be- 
ing imported directly from South 
America. 


i 

\ 


Tony Acri, assistant special agent 
in the Atlanta office of the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration, 
said the mountain passes and re- 
mote airstrips of Appalachia pro- 
vide good cover for smugglers look- 
ing for alternate routes in the wake 


of a DEA crackdown on drug smug- 
glers in Miami and other coastal 
•|orts. -* ■ 

Material for this story also 4as 


gathered 
=ress. 


by The 


Associalt^ 
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By ROBERT T. GARRETT 
and RICHARD WILSON 
Courltr-Journal ^aff Writtrs 
LEXINGTON, Ky. — From 
Bourbon County boyhood of upper- 
middle-class respectability tp his 
bizarre death as a skydiving co- 
caine smuggler last week, Andrew 
Carter “Drew” Thornton II made 
up his own rules and defied the 
odds. 

Living' both, inside and outside 
the law,. Thornton befame a 
swashbuckling legend to some in 
the Blue^ass and’- a .tawdry, B- 
grade James, Bond character to 
others. . - 

“I figured it was just a matter of 
time before something happened 
to Drew because he was always 
living on the edge,” said Dic^j 


Ifercement authorities, Thornton'sr 
' Iravado was ipcidental to his rec- * 
; Jrd as a cop gone wrong, a lawyer 

disgrace and a menace ta soci-^ 
ety who was drawn into big-money 
drug deals and a lurid, violent un- 
derworld. , 

' According to Thornton’s loyal 
friends, the macho image he culti- 
vated as a survivalist and a soldier 
of'fortune concealed a generosity, 
charm and sensitivity rarely 
found. ' 

The 40-year-old Thornton died 
in a Knoxville, Tenn., driveway 
early Wednesday after apparently 
hauling at least $15 million worth 
of cocaine from South America, 
ditching his airplane and failing to^ 
[parachute to safety with about 75 


Stoops, who runs the Lexington^ 
area parachute club to which^ 
Thornton belonged for, more than 
a decade. 

“He was always the last one to 

open his chute It’s not that he 

had a death wish. It’s just that he 
liked the adventure.” 

According to Thornton’s ac- 
quaintances, his derring-do includ-T i 

_xi 


ed parachuting off cllffe In Nor-lj ' 
way and skyscrapers In downtown'^ , 
Louisville; piloting planes through 
severe ^ornis and' aeronautical ( 
acrobatics; tiweling the country in 
disguise; toying wi|h weapons and < 
spy gadgetry; and honing his skills^ 
as an athlete and jnartiaharts ex- 
pert* Si I 

According to federal • law'-eni 
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fn Lexington, Drew Thornton at-' 
iracted little attention as a boy, 
}aid childhood friends. 

“He grew up at a 180-degree di-i 
faction from the way he ended 
up;” said Doug Bell, a Paris elec- 
trical contractor who knew Thorn- 
ton as a boy. 

“He was straight when I knew 
him,” Bell said. MI don’t think he 
deviated from anything until he 
got on the (Lejdngton) police 
force. I guess that money and ev- 
erything kind of screwed him up.” 
Buckner Hinkle Jr., another boy- 
hood acquaintance who is now a 
lawyer in Lexington, said Thornton 
rseemed slightly out of step with his 
parents, his younger brother. 
See THORNTON 
Back page, coL 1, this section] 


pounds of cocaine^ strapped to hus 
body. 

Authorities are still investigating 
the incident. 

Thornton was buried yesterday 
in his hometown of Paris, _ky., 
after about 500 people attended his 
funeral. 

He spent most of his boyhood on 
Threave Main Stud, a small thor- 
oughbred horse farm southwest of 
Paris, whifch his parents, Garter 
and Margaret Thornton,^ had 
leased and then managed to buy 
after years of jwork in .the horse 
business. 

An acolyte at St; Peters Episco- 
pal Church in Paris who spent* 
some summers at a church camp 
in Beattyville. and who attended 
codllibn at the old Phoenix Hotel 
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fntinued from Page One .| 
Jimothy, and his younger sistejj, 
f/^Margaret. 'I 

’ "Mr. and Mrs. Thornton are just 
two real nice people who’v^ 
*Worked hard for everything 
tjiey’ve got,” Hinkle said. “Tim 
comes from the same mold they 
4o. ' He took to horses and the 
*drse bi^iness at a really young 
age. But Drew didn’t.” 

’E. Allen Prichard, another boy- 
hood acquaintance who is a lawyer 
in Charlotte, N.C., recalled that he 
and Drew Thornton went together 
in a car pool to Sayre School, a 
private school in Lexington. 

Prichard’s father, the late Ed- 
ward F. Prichard Jr., a New Deal' 
official and ^ adviser to many Ken- 
tucky governors, frequently drove 
the boys from Paris to school, 
^bomton used to irritate the elder ^ 
PriChard iby reaching from the ; 
.back seat and momentarily block; ' 
‘ing^his vision as a joke. j' 

^ “He (Drew) was a prankster* ai 
^Vi^t,” Allen Prichard said. ; 

Thornton went from Sayrti 
School to Sewaneo Military Acade-. 
my in Tennessee, where he was in 
HOTC and graduated in May 1962. 
lAfter one semester at the Universi- 
ty of Kentucky, he entered the 
Army and became a paratrooper 
in the 82nd Airborne Division. , 

• According to information pro- 
vided last week by Lusk Funeral 
Home in Paris, but which could 
5iot be independently confirmed by 
ihe Army, Thornton received a 
‘ Purple Heart and Oak Leaf Cluster 
for service in the Dominican Re- 
public. 

- . He re-entered UK in the fall of 
1966, but was dropped for poor 
' scholastic performance after the 
'spnng semester. 

U; * In August 1968, Thornton joined 
‘the Lexington police department 
r as" an officer. During more thai^ 
’height years of service as a cop, h^ 

! helped quell campus disturbances 
> "at UK, rose from patrol duty to de^ 
jlective work and then took .thei 
'Weful step of joining the newly 
- Conned city-county narcotic squad. 
’'*' The narc squad’s crackdown on 
drug abuse generated praise and 
headlines initially, but later, con- 
cern about its methods grew 
.among prosecutors^ and judges as 
•Cwell as local defense lawyers. 
'..Fayette Circuit Judge George 
‘Barker, who was commonwealth’s 
attorney at the time, recalled last 
week that he felt some skepticism 
about the narcotics unit. 

^ “Jhere were times that you had 
to wonder whether all this stuff 
(alleged drug trafficking) was 
Really happening,” he said. ‘Tt 
seemed that some of the case^ 
were a little too pat,” But Barkefli 
saict he was making no accusations^ 
of wrongdoing by the narcotics 
junit 


^ . Thornton was later one of ths^ 
[tex-police officers formerly associ- 


— Thornton, an accomplished pilots 

^ ^ was accused in 1981 of flying g 

lEred with the narc squad who went ^ planeload of marijuana from South 
Ito jail in what state and federal America to Kentucky more thai|^, 
^hthorities said was an intemation- * two years earlier. He pleaded no 
W drug- and gun-smuggling ring. contest to a reduced charge of 
In addition, Thornton gained no- j marijuana-traffi^ing conspiracy 


toriety before he left the police de- 
partment in darly 1977 as the side- 
.Wck of fellow narc squad officer 
William Canan. 

•Canan, who was regarded as^the 


squad’s unofficial leader, eventual- 
ily became a j)resident of the lolssT 
'^Tratemal Order of Police and 


and served five months in th^' Fed 
eral Correctional Institution near 
Lexington In 1982. His law license 
was suspended. 

yhomton’s activities as an ex- 

con from November 1&82 until last 
week remain unclear. 

Stoops, the president of the 


spearheaded an abortive unioniza- 
tion drive in the department. 

In 1979, in a highly publicized 
disciplinary hearing, the Urban 
County Council fired Canan for, pia 

among other things, insubordina- 

In ■ some respects, however. 


Thunderbird Sport Parachute Club 
near Berea, said Thornton in re- 
cent years had introduced his girk 
friend to skydiving. The two trayj 
eled the country “following the big 
•lanes,” and exactly two weeks 


Ken 


Thornton’s police experience was 
a boon as well as a bane. If it 
brought , him "into contact- with 
questionable characters who later 
got into trouble, it also focused his 
ambition and hardened his self-dis-^ 
cipline, several friends s^d. 

Thornton resumed his 'education 
at Eastern Kentucky University in 
1971 and earned a law-enforce- 
jnent degree two years later. 

"He ■yvas a good student. It didn’t 
take as much study fo.r him to 
make good grades,” said Truett- 
Ricks, a former professor of 
Thornton’s and the d^n of HKU’s, 
jllaw-enforcement schobl. 

1* Unlike many students who were 
jalso police officers, Thornton 
^ ‘wouldn’t talk about moving up to 
'sergeant” because he didn’t plan 
•to remain 'a policeman, instead ih- 
tehding to become a lawyer, Ricks 
said; 

. To win his law degree at UK 
within only three calendar years 
(1973-76) while holding down- a 
full-time job, Thornton “did a lot 
of burning the midnight oil,” swd- 
former classmate Paul C. VanBoo- 
ven. ' 

Although Thornton kept largely 
to himself and "did not talk much 
about the specifics of his work, he 
'liked to let people know that he 
was Involved in high-level .police 
work and that he was very good at 
it,” said VanBooven, now associate 
dean of the . UK College of Lavr. 

' ' Some fellow police officers, who 
would not be identified, said last 
week that Thornton’s lifestyle 
caught their eye because it includ- 
ed the finest cars and clothes. 

After leaving the police depart- 
ment, Thornton joined a small law,i 
practice in Lexington. Efforts to ' 
reach his former law partners last 
week were unsuccessful. 

. .Thornton’s legal career was b«t- 
a brief chapter in his .life. Federal 
(Indictments allege that in the late 
970s he'joined an extensive drug- 
jind gun-smuggling network head- 
j!d by former Lexington_^resident 
'Bradley F.’ Bryant. '* ” 


5fTlairs Restaurant on the 
tucky River, Stoops said. 

This summer, he added, Thorn, 
ton completed- his certification iil ^ 
the elite sport of "BASE jumping.” 
That meant, Stoops said, that 
Thornton successfully parachuted 
from atop skyscrapers, broadcast- 
ing towers, bridges and a natural 
abutment — in his case a cliff in 
Norway.” * 

"I don’t go in for drugs and all 
that,” said Stoops, a former para- 
trooper in Vietnam. “But Drew 
and 4 had basically the same code. 
He was quiet, he didn’t brag. And 
he believed in an eye for an eye, 
and that revenge is sweet.” 
Another part of Thornton’s code 
was a belief that society was crum- 
■ Wing, that only the^ strong wouh. 
emerge and that loyalty to friend i 
was life’s cardinal rule, severa i 
long-time acquaintances said. v 
"He had this idea that he would 
build a house totally in the earth, 
totally protected,” said Nola 
Roeper, a former Lexington radio 
personality who said she was a fre- 
jquent companiop of Thornton’s for 
about a year in the late 1970s. 

“When the big war hit, he would 
take the people he was close to 
and thdt he liked and they would 
live there,” sjie said. “It was a real 
.siirviVallst attitude, sort of like a 
mercenary. That would be his for- 
tress.” 

Ms. Roeper said Thornton’s per- 
sonality, while charismatic, even- 
tually proved too mercurial for 
her. 

"He had a terrific sense of hu- 
mor, but he had a temperament on 
"him,” she said. “When he was in a 
good mood, hd was an absolutely 
charming human being, and one of 
the most generous human beings 
youUl eveirmeet. But if he was in a 
bad mood, it was Katie bar the 


^ Thornton’s obsession with his 
physical appearance and with “litf’ 
tie spy gadgets and instruments’ 
made him. ■ “the closest thing h 
James Bond I ever met,’’ she saidl, 

That aura did not go unnoticed 
by others. 

“Drew .^d kind of an air about 
him that he tried to portray,” said 
Ken Heissman, who operates a 
•parachute center in Bardstown 
that • Thoiiiton and several other 
. Lexington lawyers used to fre- 
quent. “It’ made him mysterious 
and he wanted to be mysterious.” 

Heissman said he lost Thornton 
^ a customer about two years ago 
i^hen Thorntoh became angered j 
•py his warnings that risky paraf 
I ijphute openings under the standart 
tPiinimum attitude of 2,000 fee 
would not be tolerated. ' 1, 

' Louisville lawyer Patrick Stal- 
I lard, a veteran skydiver who went 
I on numerous parachute-club out- 
ings with Thornton, said that 
Thornton liked to scare his mates, 
who could hardly be called fearful 
Of danger. 

Thornton took lots of chances as 
the pilot of jump planes and as a 
chutist, said Stallard, who recalled 
sharing a motel room with Thorn- 
ton once and seeing him open, a 
, briefcase full of weapons and 
strange instruments. 

“He was hellbent on making/ 

1 people feel he would do anything; 
jtake any risk and always survivi^' 

. |btallard said. y jj 


r 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


», <r 


Psn^hutist-- 

linked to Clipping in Space Below) 

mdre drugs 


Press - ' - 

. KNOXVILLE, Term. — T?he death 
]bf h cocaiherladeh parachutist and 
discovery of more cocaine in 
i^a have led investi^tors cloa>< 
T to indictments in a probe of 
larcotics smuggling officlals'sayl '? 
Both incidents last week* weni 
%mong new developments in a tlj|. 
■Dhig 'Enforcement Administration 
investigation that began weeks ago, 
'authorities said yesterday. 

■ The investigation involves "a fair- 
sized smuggling organization with 
roots in Colombia,*’ s^d OEA agent 
Tony Acii, who d^Iined further 
cohunent 

' The body of Andrew Carter 
Thornton II, a former Lexington, 
Ky., narcotics officer and ah experi- 
enced parachutist, was found 
Wednesday in a Knoxville resident’s 
driveway. 

Bundles of 77 pounds of cocaine 
^ere strapped around Thornton’s 
ivaist. Authorities said he fell to his 
death about an .hour before a C^nk 
404 with no ' one aboard crashed intb,. 
a mountain in Clay County, N.C a‘ 
key' bearing the plane’s ' idehiifica- 
tton number was found in his pock- 
4 ii The plane’s autopilot v?as en'l 
•jjiged. 

J A personal address book Thornton 
"carried is offering clues in the in- 
vestigation, Acri said. , 

• .On ^turday, two U.S. Forest ^nr- 
ice offtcers found three black nylon 
bags with about 220 pounds of co- 
caine near a meadow in Fannin 
County, Ga., said Fran Wiley of the 
Georgia .Bureau of . Investigation. 
The bags. Were attached to a para- 
chute that hung from a tree, she 
said..- • 

'.;Georgia authorlti^ linked the 
And to Thornton. '’ ■ 

'■•*'*‘lhe duffel ba^ had ihafldii^oa 
itnem that were identical to the ones 
^ound on th? parachutist found in 
loxvliie,” Ms. Wiley said. “Yliu 
theorize hidny tiling V wh'etli- 
r {Thornton] had a groufid Crev 
down here, If he was going to pickUt 
tip here. We don’t have any informa- 
tion on that” , ■ ' 

.Ms. Wiley said each .black bag, 
^ound in the Chattahoochee National 
Forest contained a green duffel bag 
with “USA 30” imprinted on it Sepa- 
rate one-kilogram packages had 
“USA 10” written on them^ she said. 

Georgia authorities discontinued 
air searches for more Cocaine in the 
area ■ yesterday. On Saturday and 
Sunday they flew the same route 
Thornton would have taken fr^ 
ItnoxvlUe to the Georgia drop4 ff 
ipint but found no more cocaiiie, 
l>. WUey said. « 
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Officials think chutist set auto-pilot 
pn plane before plunging to death 


Papers found 
on body may 
provide dues 

iy STEVE BAKER 

i^ssociated Press 

I Investigators are confident that a 
gowned airplane in North Carolina 
belonged to a cocaine smuggler 
^itom Kentucky who parachuted to 
his death in Knoxville, Tenn., but 
\ \xey still don’t know if he was work- 
j ag alone. 

"We’ve pretty much determined 
that it was his plane. We don’t know, 
though, if he was flying alone,” 
&pt Stan Bullen, head of Knox- 
^lle’s Organized Crime Unit, said 
yesterday. 

S The parachutist, identified as An- 
drew Carter Thornton II, 40, of Par- 
is, Ky., was linked to the downed 
plane by a key found on him. 
Numbers on the key match those on 
Qie plane’s .tail, police said. 

Thornton, with approximately 77 
^unds of cocaine tied to him, died 
Wednesday when^his reserve chute 
failed to slow him sufficiently. Offi- 
cials think Thornton never tried to 
open his main chute because it was 
jifcuch larger and more likely to be 
jotted. Dr. Robert Lash, a medical 
iMcaminer for the Federal Aviation 
; ^ministration, said Thornton died 


of a lacerated aorta, suffered when 
he landed on the cocaine and broke 
several ribs. The cocaine has been 
valued at $14 million to $20 million. 

Authorities theorize that Thomfcn 
set the plane on auto-pilot before 
- jumping. The twin-engine Cessna 
404 crashed into the rugged moun- 
tains of the Nantahala National For- 
^est 60 miles south of Knoxville. 

11 Qay County, N. C., Sheriff Tony 
!! Woody said evidence he found at 
^ithe wreckage suggested the pilot 
bailed out and took all of his cargo 
with him. 

"There were no bodies, no blood, 
no luggage, no clothing, no nothing. 
And the seat belts were unfastened. 
It looks like he just set it on auto- 
matic pilot and jumped,” Woody 
^id. 

DEA assistant special agent Tony 
Acri in Atlanta said investigators 
still hope to determine what Thorn- 
ton planned to do in Knoxville. 

Acri thinks Thornton bad a con- 
tact waiting for hini in Knoxville. 
"He parachuted in to bring that stuff 
to someone,” Acri said, adding that 
a cocaine delivery that large was 
probably headed for other areas. 

"We have some documents [found 
on Thornton’s body] that may possi- 
bly be fruitful,” Acri said. "We do 
have some leads, but where they 
I take us, we don’t know,” 

‘ Bullen said Thornton was carry- 
\ ing several papers in a coat pocket, 
; including his passport 

He also was wearing a bulletproof 
vest and was carrying two pistols, a 
stiletto, special night-vision goggles, 
several compasses, liquid vitamins, 
dehydrated food, about $4,500 in 
cash, six gold krugerrands and iden- 
tification papers in at- least two 
names, investigators said. 

. Officials have not determined to 
whom the plane was registered. The 
IfAA’s last registry was with Opex 


ler, said the plane, which could fly 
2,000 miles without refueling, had 
been sold two months* ago. 

Airplane broker Ron Schmidt of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said he sold 
the Cessna on Monday to a company 
he identified as Key Air of Miami. 
But there was no Key Air listed in 
the Miami telephone directory. 
Schmidt said a young pilot, whom 
he could not identify, picked up the' 
plane for Key Air. 

Thornton was known to be ai 
accomplished parachutist and pilot, 
The FAA said he had a commercial 
pilot’s license and was rated to fly 
by instruments alone. Thornton was 
a decorated paratrooper, a veteran 
of the 82nd Airborne Division. 

Between 1968 and 1977, he was a 
police officer in Lexington, Ky., and 
spent three years in the narcotics 
division. He quit after obtaining a 
law degree from the University of 
Kentucky. 

He was indicted in 1981 for alleg- ' 
edly flying a plane into South Amer-i 
ica for a reputed drug ring operaw 
ing as "The Company.” The charge^ 
were reduced to a misdemearioii 
marijuana count to which Thornton 
pleaded no contest in 1982. He was 
paroled after serving five months in 
prison and his law license was sus- * 
pended by the Kentucky Bar Associ- 
ation. 


Thornton’s survivors include his 
parents, Carter and Margaret Cum- 
mins Thornton of Bourbon County; a 
brother, Timothy, also of Bourbon 
County; and a sister, Margaret 
Thornton Buckley of Lexington. 

A graveside funeral will be at 10 
a.m. tomorrow at Paris Cemetery. 
Lusk Funeral Home in Paris is iiv 
charge of arrangements. 

Friends may contribute to thc( 


LS 


United States Parachute Associj 
jkviation Inc. of Santa Paula, C aUf . a ti on, 1440 Duke St., Alexandria, Va; 

But an Opex official, Graham But- 22314. 
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cargo 
might have exceeded 
the 75 pounds found 


By WILLIAM KEESLER 

Couri«r-Joum«l Staff Wrftar 

KNOXVILLE, Term. — Former 
Lexington police officer Andrew 
Carter Thornton II may have 
dropped off a load of cocaine before 
he parachuted to his death Wednes- 
ittay while carrying about 75 pounds 
I )f the drug, federal officials said yes- 
\ erday. 

A further twist in the story devel- 
oped yesterday as more of the histo- 
ry of the plane became known, in- 
cluding its stops in three African 
countries. 

Tony Acri, a spokesman for the 
federal Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration's Atlanta office, said a DEA 
office in another section of the coun- 
try has learned that the Cessna 404 
from which Thornton, 40, is believed 
to have jumped may have been car- 
rying more than the estimated $15 
million worth of cocaine found with 
Jiis body. How much more is not 
. mown, he said. 

“We don’t know if he dropped it at 
a pre-arranged point so that some- 
one else could pick it up, or if he 


planned to come back and pick it up 
himself, or what he was trying to 
do,” Acri said. 

“There’s a good possibility if he 
dumped it bn target it’s gbne,” he 
said. “If he missed the target, they, 
could have missed it too.” 

Acri said the information on ihft 
I second shipment was culled from 
j “the players” in a scheme to impoit 
(j the cocaine from South America tj? 
Tennessee. ^ 

He said the investigation has been 
aided by a book of names and tele- 
phone numbers found on Thornton’s 
body. 

“This list is interesting reading,” 
he said. “We hope it ferrets out 
where the drug came from and how 
he planned to get rid of it.” 

While the Knoxville area is consid- 
ered the most likely place for such a 
drop, it “could have been anywhere 

t - from Colombia, South America, to up 
there,” he said. 

Investigators also said yesterda V 
See OFFiaALS i 
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ftontin^ed from Page j()ne 
t^at Colombia is the. most 


likely 


nof^he wreckage Thursday, investiga-'' 
tors found no evidence that extra 


sjburce ,pf Thornton’s drug shipment, ' been installed, 

dlthou^hf* they do ,not yet know fdr ®ht James Oliver, a Fort Lauder- 
sure. ‘'f ‘ - ; ^ dale, Fla;, pilot who tested the plane 

Acri*^ld\agbnt? have, used aii*-: Monday, said auxiliary tanks had 
planes'^ trace* the probable route of ’been added — one in the nose and 
Thorntoif’s flight *^n" ^ /search: for in sections of the wings normal- 


dropoff points ^thoiit succ^;. 

He ^id investigators, wha ^;on- 
ducted 'grbimd search Wedhesday 
of the'*ht*ea where Thornton’s body 
was fodhd, would search the general 


ly used, for storage. 

, ‘ 01iver,said the extra tanks would 
have given the plane a total capacity 
of at least 450 gallons. 

. „ . At 348 gallons, the plane could fly 

area a^in, but broaden the territory up to 2,000 niiles without refueling, 
to be “Covered. ‘ /f v* *'^.said Graham Butler, co-owner of an 

Thornton, a former Le>tihgfon po-, international aircraft dealership in 

lice officer and lawyer, "was killed; . .. * 

early \J{§dnesday while parachuting 
into a residential neighborhood jiear 
Knoxville’s Downtown Island Home 
Urport. 

> His body was found atop an Army 
' luffel bag full of cocaine. . • 

' In his pocket were the keys to the 
twin-engine Cessna “ that crashed 
about 1:15 a.m. — with no one 
aboard — about 60. miles south of 
Knoxville > in >the North Carolina 
mountains^ ' * 

Clay County (N.C.)‘ Sheriff Tony 
Woody said yesterday that the plane 


had been set on * automatic pilot. Joreien sales 
while flying at 8,400^/6161 'it*(^ -* 

Acri said, after running out of fuel'. 

The plane would hav^'had a maxi- 
/mum fuel r capacity - ,of.. 348 . gallons 
when it was manufactured in 1979,- 


Califorhia that sold the plane in late 
June.^ 

The extra 102 gallons would have 
extended the craft’s range to about 
2,500 miles, Butler said. 

*Tt’s a very long-range airplane,” 
he said. 

The plane could easily have flown 
from Colombia to Knoxville without 
refueling, Acri said. 

The aircraft has an intriguing his- 
tory — made mysterious by the fact 
that part of its life has been spent 
overseas. The Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration does not keep track of 


/ According to FAA 'records in Okla- 
homa City, it was released by Cessna 
in 1979 and shipped to the African 
nation of Gabon in mid-r979. .. 
Butler said it was sold by a Cessna 


Q/f Cessna Aircraft Co. in . distributor in Gabon to a buyer 

. . .... . . possibly a government official — in 

AciT ^d that .dunng an ii^pectiwt.. Nigeria. ^ 


I •AfteTTPmilitary coup in Nigeria, rt 
was returned to Gabon and sold t ) 
I W. G. Andrews, a resident of Zin - 
babwe, Butler said. 

On Nov. 21, 1984, Andrews sold ii 
to Butler’s company, OPEX Aviation 
Inc. of Santa Paula, Calif., FAA rec- 
ords show. 

Butler said he sold it to a dealer- 
ship in Shreveport, La. -— Shreveport 
Aircraft Sales — in late June. 

Officials of Shreveport Aircraft 
could not be reached late yesterday. 

. Oliver acknowledged , yesterday 
that his company, Soutliaire Inc., 
had attempted to sell the plane for a 
Shreveport dealership, which he de- 
clined to name. 

Another airplane broker, whom he 
did not name, sold the plane to a 
company called Key Air of Miams, 
and Monday, Southaire tunied th s 
craft over to a pilot who said he wa > 
with a local feny service and woul I 
deliver the plane to nearby Fort Laii- 
derdale-Hollywood International Air- 
port, Oliver said. 

He ^id the pilot presented docu- 
mentation for the sale and that his 
credentials were confirmed by tele- 
phone. 

Acri said Key Air is apparently a 
bogus corporation, with no telephone 
listing in Miami or Fort Lauderdale. 

Investigators are reviewing docu- 
ments for the transaction between 
Southaire and Key Air to try to de- 
termine how the plane ended up on 
■the North Carolina mountainside. 

Acri also said authorities wen 
searching for accomplices in th< 
scheme, but no suspects have beei 
"tttehtified. 1 
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Date lQ-3-85 




TO: 

SAC, 

ATLANTA (12G-738) 

FROM: 

SAC, 

LOUISVILLE (12G-303) 

RE: 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 
NARCOTICS MATTER (G) 


00: 

LOUISVILLE 


Re Louisville telcall to SA 
Division, dated 10-3-85; 

For information of Atlanta, on 10-3-85, 


Atlanta 


Detective, Ashland, Kentucky, Police Department, 
provided the following information : 


I jstated that on 9-14-85, while at the Greene 

County Skydiving Center, Xenia, Ohio, he observed the 
airplane which was involved in the fatal crash on 9-28-85, 


I [stated that the plane had fuel difficulty on 

this date; and, that he overheard that the fuel was con- 
taminated and fresh fuel had to be obtained from a nearby 
airport . 


[stated that he recognized the airplane from 
newspaper photos; and, that he took several photos of 
the plane himself. 
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Iv? LCUI VILLf (120-3^3) (P) 

TO ATLA'T^ , ROUT I ^.F 

K“’CXVILL £ 7 CUT 1^7 

ri 

ADR':!- CiRTFii T){Ca ’T 0‘% II j UARCOTIC PATf^Pj CCO:L ) 

I >'v 7 TIP AT 1 0 ^3 L ::a '-’gt 0 , if? f t u c ky , : t a.=l i k:u t hat a 1 22 a 

C7 .OA CMP ?f.3GlvP AIRCRAFT , tail MUi BEh \’3S35D WA GA £0 UP AT TH? 

2LUPCPA “ AiPPCPvT AT THE VAN DU £N FACILITY IN T K£ GENERAL AVAIATIOW 
;MEA ON .-V 14/35. A RECEIPT FOR THI: WAR FOUND DURING THE LEARCH 
OF U3JECT’ R^. IDENCE ON 9/11/35. 

RECORD; REFLECT THAT THI ALRCRAFT I' REGILTERED TO DAVID L. 
VILLI AM- , 3E5 1 IVY ROAD, NOHT FF A T, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ON A 1E2A 
CE' NA ONE ENGINE FOIB FAT AIRaiAFT. A REVIEW’ OF I HE RE CCRD AT 
L"XI^’GTCN REFLP'CT TKfiT THI AIhG-7AFT I NOT P.41‘r/£D OR HA IT KECCNfLY 
%,rr M P T HE 3L UEGP A ^ 17 PORT . 

I^c-AD ’'HCXl/ILLE DIVI ION. AT M''’OXVILLE , T ”N!F Ef. ./ILL 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dateoft,.ncr,in>.^ » September 25 , 1985 


I I (protect ident ity by request), 1 

Telephone Number 

voluntarily appeared at the Evansville Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and provided the following information: 



In tal kinc 
to THORNTON 
associate who I 


eneral terms, with no known association 
stated that THORNTON had another 



[stated that 

he became aware of these rumors due to the fact that while 



Investigation on. 


9/13/85 „ Evansville, Indiana 


IP 12G- 


-Date dictated. 


9/18/85 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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IP 12G- 


Contlnuatlon of interview of |_ 


9/13/85 Pqga g 


\ [noted that the type of airplane that THORNTON 

parachuted out of would be a difficult plane to jump from 
and felt that the door of the plane would have had to have 
been disposed of prior to jumping, and that would be a 
very difficult door to open and jump from, especially if 
there was only one individual on the plane. 
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hlRTEL 


9/27/85 


PROll! 


SAC, LOOISVILLE (12G-303) 

SAC, IKDIAIIAPOLIS (12G-imU) (ROC) 


AliDREO CARTER THORHTOH II 
IlZiRCOTICS IIATTER 
00s Lousiville 


Enclosed for Louisvillo and KnojcvillG 
each of an PD-302 reflecting interview of f 
on 9/13/85. ^ 


For infornation of louicville and Knoxvi^ 
K protect identity by recmest 




Since no further investigation is to be conducted 
by Indianapolis Division, Indianapolis considering this 
case S0C*d. 


Louisville (Enc. 2) 

^ 2 - Knoxville (12G-377) (Enc. 2) 
1 ~ Indianapolis 

TLP-jae 

(5) 
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DATE: 10—8—85 


REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


SUBJECT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 

NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LOUISVILLE 

TO: 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) (P) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

meftiorandum 


b6 

b7C 


On 10-8-85, 


provided the following information : 


(protect), who is employed at the 

I telephone 


requested that if he was to be contacted, to do so 
at his employment . 
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2 - Louisville 
CLH/clh ^ 
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VZCZCHQO092 
PF HQ Cl CO KX LS NY 

DE AT 

P 0700022 OCT 85 

FM ATLANTA C14 9A^703) CP> (SQ 8) 

TODIRECrCR FRICRITY 
CINCINNATI PR ICR IT Y 
GOLIMBIA PR ICR it Y 
KNOXVILLE miCR ITY 
LOUISVILLE PRIORITY 
NEW YORK PR ICR IT Y 
BT 

UNaAS E FT 0 

ATTENTION GENERAL PROPERTY CRIMES SEdION| ORGANIZED - CR IME/ 
NARCOTICS SECTIONi FBI LABOR AT CRY> ATTENTION SSa I ~ 


"changed*^? destruction of CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N55ICG, 

SERIAL NUMBER 208-00017^ SEPTEMBER 29, 1985 , 4ENKINSBIRG , 

GEORGIA 5 DAMVj NARCOTICS, 

TITLE MARKED CHANGED TO SET FORTH CORRECT TAIL NUMBER 
OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT. . 

{Q- 

-r^j 
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PAGE TWO AT <149A-703> UNCLAS 

REFERENCE ATLANTA TELCALL TO DAYTON RA, OCTOBER 4^ 
1985; DAYTON TEL CALL TO ATLANTA, OCTOBER 4, 1985; AM) DAYTON 
RA TELC/IL TO ATLANTA, OCTOBER 7, 1985. 

FOR INFORMATION OF NEW YORK AM) COLUMBIA, CAPTIONED 
MATTER CONCERNS THE (RASH OF A CESSNA 208 CARAVAN, WHICH 
OCCU?RED IN BUTTS COUNTY^ GEORGIA, AM) AS A RESULT OF WHICH 
IS parachutists AM) THE PILOT WERE KILLED. IWESTIGATION OF 
THE (RASH BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD HAS 
REVEALED THAT SUGAR WAS IN THE PLANES FUEL SYSTEM, AM) 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION HAS LINKED DAVID LEE WILLIAMS, AKA 
COWBOY, THE OWNER OF THE CESSNA, WHO DIED IN THE (RASH> 
WITHAIOREW CARTER THCR NTON, WHO D lED ON SEPTEMBER 11, 

1985, IN KNOXVILLE* TENNESSEE, WHEN HIS PARACHUTE FAILED 
TO OPEN FOLLOWING HIS JUMP FROM THE AIRPLANE WHICH LATER 
CRASHED. STRAPPED TO THCRNTONS BODY WAS APPROXIMATELY 
75 POUIOS OF COCAIfE. SOURCE INFORMATION HAS REVEALED THAT 




SOURCE INFORMATION HAS FURTHER IN)1CATED 


THAT 





b7D 



PAGE THREE AT C149A-703> UWaAS 


A SEARCH OF WILLIAMS PERSONAL PAPERS HAS REVEALED THAT 
WILLIAMS PIR CHASED A TICKET m REUBIN SOTO ON SEPTEMBER U, 
19^, OH DELTA aiGHT 710, WHICH DEPARTED ATLANTA AT 8j 36PM, 
BOUtO FCR LA GUARD lA AIRPORT* FURTHER I WEST 16 AT ION HAS 
REVEALED THAT SOTO ARRIVED IN ATLANTA AT 10s4 i A*M*, ON 
SEPTEMBER 10, 1985^ ON A FLIGHT THAT ORIGINATED JROM LA GUARD lA* 
williams PAID FCR SOTOS SEPTEMBER U, i 985, TICKET WITH HIS 
AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD. LISTED IN WILLIAMS PERSONAL TELEPHONE 
BOOH WAS THE FOLLOWING: 

RUBEN sao ais} tse-isgg. Atlanta BaiEVEs that williams 




PAGE FOUR AT <lA9A-703) UNCLAS 

PICKED SOTO UP AT THE ATLANTA AIRPORT ON iJEFTEMBER 10* 1985. 
AM) RET IR NED HIM TO THE AIRPORT A® BOUGHT HIS RETURN TICKET 
ON SEPTEMBER 11, 1985. NONE OF WILLIAMS ATLANTA ASSOCIATES 
ARE FAMILIAR WITH REUBEN SOTO, AN) IT IS SPECaATHD THAT HE 
MAY HAVE BEEN IN ATLANTA TO TRANSPORT COCAINE FOR WILLIAMS 
A® THCRNTON* 

REFERENCH) TELEPHONE CALLS E ST ABL I SHED THAT FOUR DRUMS 
OF FUEL WERE LEFT AT XENIA, OHIO, AIR PORT , SUBSEQUENT TO A 
CONTAMINATION PROBLEM WITH CAFTIOf©) AIRCRAFT ON SEPTEMBER 13 
A® 14, 1985. TmEE WERE TRADED TO AN UNKNOWN MECHANIC, A® 
DAYTON IS IN THE IROCESS OF LOCATING TIEM. ONE DRUM WAS LEFT 
WAS EMPTIED INTO TWEE CANS, A® BEING MAINTAINED By | 

XENIA, OHIO. 


FCR INFORMATION OF COLUMBIA, INVESTIGATION AT ATLANTA 


HAS DETER MI fED THAT 




ON m ABOUT SEPTEMBER 26, 1985, DETERMI fED , 


AS pm OF A PRE-LEASE CHECK OUT, THAT CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT 
HAD A FUEL CONTAMINATION IROBLEM. 


REQUEST OF FBI LABOR ATOR Ys FBI LABOR AT OR Y IS REQUESTED , 





PAGE FIVE AT n49A^703> UNCLAS 
TffiOUOH COCRDINAT low WITH SA 


DAYTON RA# TO OBTAIN 
SAMPLES OF CONTAMINATED FUEL mOM XENIA* OHIO* AND CONDUCT 
SAME EXAMINATION AS IS BEING COM)UCTED ON FUEL SAMRES 
FROM JENKINSBURG, GEORGIA* 

• COLUMBIA DIV ISION AT CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA# INTERVIEW 
REGARDING TYPE A^D AMOUNT OF CONTAMINATION 


HE OBSERVED* AN) WHAT STEPS HE TOOK ONCE HE OBSERVED SAME* 

Cl NOIN NAT I D IV I SION AT XENIA, OHIO; CONTACT 

AT REGARDING THE IDENTITY OF THE 

TWO OTHER PILOTS WHO WERE CONTRACTED TO FLY THE WEEKl^ND 
OF SEPTEMBER 13-14* 1985. ATLANTA HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT 
WILLIAMS WAS TO HAVE THE SOLE CONTRACT F10R THE JUMP* m 
THAT TWO OTHER PILOTS WERE CONTRACTED FOR* THEN CANCELLED, 
WHEN WILLIAMS BECAME AVAILABLE* INTERVIEW PILOTS IN DEPTH* 
REGARDING EXISTENCE OF THE miCR CONTRACT, AN) THEIR 
WHEREABOUTS FROM SEPTEMBER 12 TIROUGH SEPTEMBER 15* 1985. 

NEW YORK D IVISION AT BROOHYN-QIEENS; LOCATE AND 
INTERVIEW REUBEN SOTO CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF WILLIAMS 
AM) THORNTONS COCAINE TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES. /ADDITIONALLY, 
DETERMINE FROM SOTO WHY HE WAS IN ATLANTA ON SEPTEMBER 10- 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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PGE SIX AT U49A-703) UNO* AS 

SEPTEMBER U, t985* QUEST lOR SOTO THOROUGH* Y REG ARD INS ANDREW 
THORNTON AN) DAVID WILLIAMS* /5LSO QUESTION SOTO REGARD I N3 

HIS KNCWLED6E OF WHO WERE ALLEGEDLY 

INVOLVED IN COCAINE TRAFFICKING WITH THOR NTON* ATTEMPT TO 
DETERMHC WHETHER SOTO HAS ANY I NFORMATION REGARDI NS THE 
SABOTAGE OF WILLIAMS AIRCRAFT, COfPUCT LOCAL CRIMINAL AM) 
INTELLIGENT CHECKS ON SOTO AND FORWARD A PHOTOGRAPH OF HIM 
TO ATLANTA. 

DUE TO THE HIGH PRIORITY OF THIS I WESTIGAT ION, IT IS 
REQUESTED THAT ALL OFFICES SUTEL RESILTS. 

BT 
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|$ugar found in fuel 
of plane that crashed 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federal investi- 
gators have discovered sugar in the 
fuel system of a plane that crashed 
in Geo^a last weekend, raising the 
possibility that sabotage was in- 
volved in the death of the pilot and 
16 members of a parachute club. 

The National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board emphasized that the source 
of the sugar is not known. It asked 
toe FBI for assistance yesterday in 
determining how toe sugar got into 
toe fuel system, 

ft The single-engine Cessna > 208 
l^ravan crashed on a private a’ir- 
j trip Sunday near Jenkinsburg, Ga., 
lining all aboard. Investigators be- 
ueve toe aircraft, which crashed 
shortiy after takeoff, may also have 
fceen overloaded, , 

The safety board disclosed earlier 
that toe Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration had grounded the plane two 
days before toe crash when an FAA 
inspector at toe Fulton County Air- 
port in Atlanta observed fuel con- 
tamination 

] At toe time it was not known what- 
contaminated toe fuel, which had 
itoe color of black coffee” instead 
Of toe normal amber color, safety 
board Chairman Jim Burnett said.. 
Sugar contamination would make 
toe fuel dark, investigators say. 
j Pranksters and vandals long have 
||nown that sugar poured into a gas 
tank will ruin an' internal combus- 
tion engine. 


Ira. Furman, a safety board 
spokesman, said a preliminary anal- 
ysis of toe fuel filter found in toe 
wreckage “indicates toe presence of 
sugar,” although inv^tigators have 
not determined how or when toe 
substance got into toe fuel system. 

Maintenance workers who exam- 
ined toe plane last Thursday noticed 
the fuel was discolored. 

Although an FAA inspector 
grounded toe plane toe next day, its 
owner flew toe aircraft to toe para- 
chute center in Jenkinsburg, about 
50 miles south of Atlanta, investiga-^’ 
tors said. | 

“The board has asked for toe 
assistance of toe FBI in toe investi-lj 
gation, although toe board will con- 
tinue to look at the aviation-safety 
issues present in this accident,” Fur- 
man said. 

Meanwhile, William Whitley, su- 
pervisor of toe FBI's narcotics divi- i 
Sion in Atlanta, said toe FBI was 
“interested in one guy” on toe 
plane, but he would not identify 
him. 

The Atlanta Constitution quoted 
unidentified sources in today's edi- 
tions as saying the FBI was investi- 
gating a “possible link” between Da- 
vid Lee Williams, 35, of Atlanta, toe 
plane's owner who was killed in toe 
. crash, and Andrew Thornton, who 
parachuted to his death in Knox- 
ville, Tenn., Sept 11. ] 

Thornton, 40, of Paris, Ky., wd 
found with 75 pounds of cocaine in a. 
duff el bag strapped to his waist * 
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Paper links drug deal, 


^sabotage 



Assi^ated Press 

. MACON, Ga. — Federal authori* 
ties believe revenge for a cocaine 
theft led to sabotage of an Atlanta 
real-estate developer’s airplane, 
causing the crash that killed him 
and 16 others on a skydive outing, a 
.newspaper reported. 

The FBI said yesterday that the 
\developer, David L. Williams, 35, 
knew Andrew C. Thornton, who 
plunged to his death in Knoxville, 
Tenn., last month after parachuting 
from a plane with 75 pounds of 
co^ne strapped to his waist 
'thomton was a former Lexington, 
Ky., narcotics officer and attorney. 


Williams was a former resident of 
Park Hill in northern Kentucky. 
Both had attended the University of 
KentuclQr. 

“There was a sizable amount [of 
cocaine] skimmed from the ship- 
ment going to Tennessee,” The Ma- 
con Telegraph add News, quoting an 
unidentified soui^ familiar with 
the investigation, reported today. . 

The crash of Williams’ plane Sun- 
day near Jenkinsburg “was a re- 
venge-^^ thing,” the source said. 
“It was sabotage. Somebody ■ was 
targeted for termination.” 

“The sabotage was something that 
had to do with a payback. And it 
went too slow or what have you.” 
The Telegraph and News said 
that, asked if the target was Wil- 
liams, the source replied, “Who 
owned the plane and who is dead?” 



COPY SBll B 


The plane crashed moments after 
takeoff from the West Wind Sport 
Parachute Club airstrip, about 50 
miles south of Atlanta. 

The National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board called in the FBI on 
Wednesday after finding sugar in a 
fuel filter of Williams’ Cessna 208 
Caravan. 

The FBI had been investigating 
the relationship between Williams 
and Thomton before the crash, but 
FBI officials would not say if they 
think the two men, described as 
good friends who went on parachute 
jumps together, were also involved 
in drugs together. 

•*We’re looking at this from a 
sabotage aspect,” FBI agent Ed[ 

Horre said. “We’re not into any 
drug situation.” 

Shortly after Thornton’s death, au* 

thortties found a parachute an 
t iree duffel bags of cocaine hangiii 
from a tree in Fannin County, Gu 
I ear the Tennessee border, 

: A few days later, authorit/e 

found a bag containing clothes, fooc 
maps ' and books in a pond nea 
where Williams’ plane took off Sur 
day. One of the books was marke; 
with the number of the plane at 
toorities believe Thomton abar 
< oned over Knoxville. " 

; The plane apparently had pee: 
s et on automatic pilot. It crashed ii 
* fee mountains near Knoxville. 
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'phutist’s booli reported 
to hold familiar names 


By WILLIAM KEESLER 
and RICHARD WILSON 

Courisr-Journal Staff Writtrs 

.LEXINGTON, Ky. — A book of 
names found on the body of drug 
smuggler Andrew C. Thornton II in- 
cludes some that ‘‘are familiar . . . 
within the Lexington-Louisville 
area,” a federal drug investigator 


i aid yesterday, 
f Kelly Snyder, head of the Drug 
I nforcement Administration in Ken- 
tacky, also said that he expects in- 
dictments for importing and distrib- 
uting drugs will be issued in the next 
month or so, probably in Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Snyder said that two of the names 
ia the book are of people, who along 
with Thornton, had been under in- 
vestigation by the DEA for about six 
weeks before Thornton’s death last 
week. 

“Federal investigators have not re- 
leased any of the names or tele- 
phone numbers contained in the 
book. 

Snyder said sorrie of the names 
were of “people like doctors, law- 

F jrs or businessmen.” They do not 
elude any politicians or represen- 
tives of the horse industry, he said. 
Thornton, 40, a former Lexington 
police officer and lawyer who was 


convicted in a marijuana-trafficking 
conspiracy in 1982, was killed last 
week when he parachuted into Knox- 
ville with about 75 pounds of co- 
caine. 

Since Thornton’s death, authori- 
ties have linked him to an additional 
220 pounds of cocaine discovered in 
a north Georgia forest; pilot’s man- 
uals, clothing and food dropped on a 
south Georgia farm; and a plane th^ 
crashed with no one aboard in th 2 
North Carolina mountains. 

the total value of the recovered 
|{ cocaine is estimated at more than 
^ $70 million. 

Snyder’s comments came yester- 
day during a taping of a Lexington 
television program called “Your 
Government.” 

' Snyder said he did not know how 
many names were in Thornton’s 
book, but not all of them are suspects 
in the DEA investigation. 

“The book pinpoints certain 
names to some that we’re famUiar 
with and some that we weren’t,” he 
said. He said he assumes that some 
of the names were only social ac- 
^ quaintances of Thornton’s. ^ ' 

Snyder also said that DEA officials 
feept track of Thornton’s whei e- 

i See BOOK L 

^ PAGE 3, coL this section 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

THE COURIER-JOURNAL 
LOUISVILLE, KY., PAGE B-1 

Date: 9 / 21/85 

Edition: MORNING 


,e: CHUTIST'S BOOK REPORTE; 

TO HOLD FAMILIAR NAMES 



Indexing: 




FBI/DOJ 
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a jouts since he. was released from 
t| le Federal Correctional Institution 
nfear Lexington in November 1982. 

/ He served five months of a six- 
month sentence, was fined $5,000 
and was placed on five years’ proba- 
tion after pleading no contest to the 
misdemeanor charge of conspiring 
to smuggle marijuana. 

But Snyder said it wasn’t until 
about six weeks ago, when officials 
received information that he did not 
disclose, that an actual investigation 
of Thornton began. 

“We were conducting our own in- 
vestigation into Mr. Thornton and 
other members of what we consid- 
ered part of his organization,” Sny- 
cersaid. 

! Law-enforcement agencies in Lex- 
yigton and Louisville are assisting 
authorities in Tennessee, Georgia 
and other states in investigating 
Thornton’s cocaine-smuggling . at- 
tempt. 

Lt. Jerry Day, head of the Knox- 
ville Metro Police Department’s nar- 
cotics squad, said yesterday that the 
Kentucky officers are helping trace 
names and telephone numbers in the 
^bk found on Thornton’s body Sept.’ 

And the Organized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Force in Lexing- 
ton, a project involving investigators 
Ifom several federal, state and local 
Ifw-enforcement agencies, also is 
^Forking on the case, a task force of- 
ficial said. 


— The task force operates out o f the 
office of Louis DeFalaise, U.S. atfi^ 
riey for Kentucky’s Eastern District. 

• DeFalaise said yesterday that he 
could not comment on whether the 
task force is involved in the investi- 
gation. • ' 

However, a task force official, who 
asked that he not be identified be- 
cause he is not authorized to speak 
publicly, confirmed its involvement. 

“We are fully cooperating with in- 
vestigators in other jurisdictions,” he 
said. 

The task force, established as part 
of a national drug-enforcement ef- 
fort in 1983, includes one officer 
from each of five agencies — the 
■ Lexington-Fayette County police, the 
Kentucky State Police, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the DEA 
and the Internal Revenue Service. 

- The investigators work out of a- 
special room within DeFalaise’s of- 
fice and are supervised by an attor-' 
ney on DeFalaise’s staff. 

. A similar task force for the West- 
ern District operates x)ut of Louis- 
ville. Alexander Taft, ' U.S. Attorney 
for that district, refused to say yes- 
terday whether his area’s task force 
Js involved in the investigation. 

. The investigation is apparently in- 
ternational in scope. DEA agents 
have said that South America is. a 
likely source for the cocaine arid 
that Caribbean islands were a possi- 
ble stopping point for the smuggling. 

Snyder’s and Day’s comments yes- 
4epday provided .the first significant- 


indications of Kentucky’s impof- 
“fance in the investigation. j 

Day, who would not provide de- 
tails, said police in Lexington anjl 
Louisville are helping Knoxville offi- 
cers check a list of at least 50 of the 
names and telephone numbers found 
on Thornton. 

Asked how many of the names and 
numbers are from Kentucky, Day 
said, “I’m really not sure. I’m sure 
there will be quite a few ... since 
that was his (Thornton’s) home 
base.” 

Knoxville police have said “three 
or four” of the names and numbers 
are from the Knoxville area. ’ f 

They also have said many of the 
numbers do not have area codeji. 
That could mean that many peopLs 
on the list shared the 606 area code 
that covers Lexington, Thornton’s 
home, and Eastern Kentucky. 

When Thornton was convicted on 
the marijuana charge in 1982, he had 
been linked to an international drug- 
smuggling ring that also traded in 
high-technology U.S. military equip- 
ment that was stolen, according to 
federal indictments. 

The ring included several former 
Lexington police officers and other 
Kentuckians and was allegedly mas- 
terminded by Lexington native Brad- 
ley Bryant, indictments said. 

Bryant was convicted of selling 
804 pounds of marijuana to under- 
cover police in 1981 and of marijua- 
na-smuggling conspiracy, fraud anil 
-embezzlement in 1982. i ] 
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^l^bout 50 feet made the difference 
in smuggler’s death, skydiver says 

By WILLIAM KEESLER *ll fi nrA ciimrlcA/1 CtAnno I 


By WILLIAM KEESLER 

Courltr-Journal SUH Writar 

A margin of 20 to 50 feet is appar- 
ently all that prevented a formed' 
Eexington narcotics officer from 
parachuOng safely, into Knoxville, 
Tenn., earlier this month and disap- 
pearing into the darkness with 75 
pounds of cocaine. 

Rick Snow, a Maryville, Tenn., 
Mydiver and forensic anthropology 
student who has advised Knoxville 
; wlice on Andrew Carter Thornton 
« Is fatal Sept 11 jump, said “there’s 
question that another 50 feet” 
and possibly as little as 20 additional 
feet would have saved the convicted 
drug smuggler. 

“I think he was very close to walk- 
ing away from it” Snow said. (i 

Snow, a former Atlanta policeman! 
believes Thornton hit the ground jus 
a few seconds after his chutij 
opened, before it had time to slow 
him down sufficiently for a safe 
landing. 

Thornton may have misjudged the 
altitude, he said. 

Snow’s comments provide the 
^ost authoritative explanation to 
j iate of why Thornton, a former 
army paratrooper and avid sport 
was unable to make the jump 

While a host of mysteries continue 
to cloud the bizarre incident, includ- 
ing the origin and destination of the 
drugs, Thornton’s death has been 
particularly troubling for Kentucky 
skydivers who frequently parachut- 
ed with him for fun. 

Because most area skydivers knew 
of Thornton’s 1982 conviction for 
^conspiracy to smuggle marijuana, 
.they weren’t surprised he mighf: 
^igain be involved with dhigs, ac*{‘ 
wording to Dick Stoops, president o^- 
\ he Thunderbird Sport Parachuted 
Club in Richmond. ^ 


b “We are surprised,” Stoops said; 
5 that he wasn’t able to survive th^s 
jjoggone jump.” 0 

[j Dr. Robert F, Lash, a medical ex- 
aminer in Knoxville for the Federal 
Aviation Administration, is prepar- 
ing a report on the accident But it 
isn’t complete, and last week Lash 
refused to discuss what it might say. . 

Based on information from Snow, 
police, and Thornton’s autopsy, this 
j much is known about the accident: 

Thornton bailed out of a Cessna 
j 404 over Knoxville about 1 or 2 a.m. 
j on Sept 11. 

J. It was a clear night with variablef 
grinds blowing at 3 to 5 miles per 
ibur. . I 

[I Thornton may have jumped at 
»,40Q feet above sea level (about 
7,570 feet off the ground), since that 
is the automatic-pilot setting on a 
plane that crashed early that morn- 
ing, with no one aboard, in the near- 
by North C:arolina mountains. The 
key to the plane was found in Thorn- 
ton’s pocket. 

Thornton, wearing special goggles 
for night vision, was carrying a 3i/^- 
foot-long Army duffel bag full of co- 
caine on his left side. It was tied 
around his waist with a 10- to 15-foot 
rope. 

On his right side, he was carrying 
m knapsack filled with dehydrated^ 
fi od and other supplies. His para| 
c lute rig was on his back. I 

II He also was wearing a bullet-prool 
vest and carrying two pistols, a sur<* 
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[cash and six gold krugerrand coflK — Wbrking condition, from everrthing 
He was found dead about seven saw.” * e 


.. ucau auuui seven 

hours later, l^g on his back in a 
^graveled ar^BKitside a home in a 
residential neighborhood near Knox* 
vine’s small Downtown Island Air- 
port 

! His arms were stretched over his 
1 head, and the ripcord was clutched 
• in his right hand. Lying horizontally 
under his knees, which were raised, 
was the bag of cocaine. Near his feet 
, were two shallow 1- to 2*foot scrape 
marks in the gravel. ^ 

! His main parachute was s^ in the 
■ pack. His reserve chute was on the 
ground 10 to 15 feet in front of his 
feet 

Lash said Thornton landed on his 
back on the cocaine, fracturing his 
q>lne and most of the ribs on his 
right side, and rupturing his aorta, 
the main artery carrying blood from 
the heart There also were bruises 
and abrasions on the backs of bis 
flegs. 

I Thornton lived at least two min- 
rUtes after he hit the ground. Lash 
^id. 

Snow said Thornton apparently 
landed just as he was coming out of 
opening shock, the powerful jolt a 
skydiver receives when the para- 
chute opens. 

Snow said the chute opened fully, 
but did not have time to decelerate 
Thornton to 15-feet-a-second or less, 
the desired speed for a comfortable 
landing. 

Thornton apparently landed on his 
heels, which skidded out from under 
him. Snow said. Then he fell back 
onto the cocaine bag and the gravel. 

Snow said Thornton may have 
thought he was still 1,000 feet off the 
ground when he hit. Since his plane 
was last seen in Miami, two days be- 
fore the accident, his altimeter could 
have been set for jumping at sea lev- 
el. But the elevation in Knoxville, in 
mountainous eastern Tennessee, was 
about 832 feet 

0 Snow said that also could account ■ 
f pr why Thornton ended up in the 
rteidential area instead of his more 
^ely targets — Downtown Island 
Airport, just a half-mile away, or a 
.field at the Tennessee School for the 
Deaf, just 300 yards away. By open- 
ing the chute higher. Thornton could 
easily have guided it to either place. 

Bob Boswell, a Bardstown sky- 
diver, said Thornton may have pur- 
posely waited until he was low to de- 
ploy his parachute. 

. He had a reputation among sport 
jumpers for waiting until he was well 
below the standard minimum alti- 
tude of 2,000 feet to pull his ripcord. 
Police also have speculated that 
Thornton wanted a low opening to 
avoid being seen. 

Snow said it is possible that Thorn- 
ton pulled the ripcord early, but that 
the chute took much longer than nor- 
mal to open fully. The fact that the 
pilot chute that activates the reserve 
chute was found a quarter-mile from 
the landing site supports that scenar- 
io. 

Records Indicated Thornton had 
not had the chute repacked in at 
least six months. Snow said. The 
■FAA requires that reserve chutes be 
Repacked every four months because 
|iormal wear and tear can affect 
j heir performance. 

1 But Snow, who examined Thorn- 
tons gear at Knoxville poIi<i5T[S51P’ 


a Probably the gree^^ mysiterj- 

a about the fatal jump ilSmy Thorn*' 
c- ton, according to all the evidence, 
r- made no attempt to open his matn 
parachute. 

s Stoops hypothesized that Thornton 

d was unable to reach the pilot chute 
y for the main chute because he got 
I, entangled in all the baggage he was 
it carrying; But Snow said there was 
e nothing to indicate that. 

Snow said Thornton may have 
s thought his reserve chute would 
3 open more quickly and more rell- 
5 ably at the low altitude. 

Other skydivers, who had not 
5 heard Snow’s opinion, suggested sev- 
3 eral other possible causes for the ac- 
5 cident last week., All, however, em- 
, phasized that their theories were 
i strictly guesswork, since they had 
5 not studied the scene firsthand. 

5 King Morton of Livingston, Tennx, 
southern conference director of thJs 

• U.S. Parachute Association, said thii 
i 200-pound Thornton, the 75 poundis 

of drugs and the equipment he was 
’ carrying may together have been too 
' heavy for the parachute. Snow, how- 
ever, said the chute’s 265-foot cano- 

• py should have been enough to han- 
dle the weight. 

Kenn Hiesmann, president of the 
Green County Sport Parachute Cen- 
ter in Bardstown, said Thornton’s 
chute could have gone into a gtau, 
throwing him violently to the 
ground. But stalls usually occur 
while a chute is being steered, and 
Thornton had not unstowed the para- 
chute brakes — a necessary first 
step to steering. 

Because of the many variables in- 
volved, exactly what occurred may 
never be determined. 

“You can visualize 10 to ,15 things 
that might have happened, but just 
two people know for sure,” Knoxville 
police Detective Bob Summitt saiJi. 

- “One’s gone, and the good Lord proBi- 

- ably won’t be telling us.” " 
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Drug agents were investigating 
Thornton, others before his death 




Associated Press 

LEXINGTON. Ky. — Federal au- 
Itiorities had been investigating 'An- 
drew Carter Thornton 11 and two 
‘ people whose names were found in 
a book on Thornton’s body when he 
‘ died last week, an official said: 

Thornton, 40, a former Lejtington 
narcotics officer and lawyer, fell to 
;i is death in Knoxville, Tenn., with i 
I bout 77 pounds of cocaine. He had ! 
[po parachutes, one of which had 1 
-been deployed. 


Some of the names in the book 
**are familiar • . . within the Lexihg- 
ton-Louisviile area,” said Kelly Sny- 
der, Kentucky chief of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. The 
names have not been released. 

Snyder, speaking on WLEX-TV’s 
”Your Government” program, said 
sonle of the names were of “people 
like doctors, lawyers or business- 
] men.” 

,! Since Thornton’s death, authori- 
/ ties have linked him to 220 pounds 
j of cocaine found in northern Geor- 


gia, items found on a Georgia farm, 
and a plane that crashed with no 
one aboard in. North Carolina. 

.Snyder said he did not know ho^ r 
many names were in the book, an t 
said not ' all are suspects in the 
investigation. 

' . The DEA had kept track of 
‘ Thornton after he was released 
from the Federal Correctional Instir 
itution near Lexington in 1982. Hr 
had served five months of a six 
'month sentence for marijuana 
smuggling. 
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pEA agents trying to put togetheri 
pieces of evidence in cocaine case 


Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE^ Tenn. -7- Investiga- 
tors are "‘doing a lot of legwork” to 
piece together evidence left by a 
parachutist suspected of smuggling 
almost 300 pounds of cocaine before 
he died, a federal drug agent says. 

The latest clu^ come from a 
j ilot’s handbook, clothes and maps 
f f Jamaica found in a central Geor- 
I ia pond, Dale Schuitema of the 
Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion said yesterday. 

The handbook bore a number 
linking it to a twin-engine Cessna 
which police believe Andrew Carter 
Thornton used to smuggle cocaine, 
authoilties said. 

Thornton, 40, was iound dead 
Sept 11 in a Knoxville residents 
{ ravel driveway with a duffel bag of 
{ 7 pounds of cocaine attached to his 
%aist He lay next to his reserve 
parachute and. an unopened main 


chute was still on his back. 

The other items found tot. we§k ' 
in a garment bag floating In a pond 
in Butts County,. Ga., were not harid- 


police found a key in his P&l^i 
with the same nimibering as5|he * 
C^na, which crashed in Clay % 
ty, N.C., with Its autopilot iengS^'d 


ed Over to authorities until Monday, f^and no one aboard. 


Schuitema said,, 

“There were some jeans, shirts, 
undeiwear and handwritten notes 
that wp*re trying to decipher,” he 
said, - < 

Schuitema declined to say what 
connection the maps of Jamaica had 
to the case. 

Police have said they believe 
markings on the cocaine indicate 
the drug originated in South Amer- 
ica, but the Cessna’s pilot may have 
picked up his load on an' island 
closer to the United State^, 

DEA agents have said little about 
their investigation of Thornton, j. 
former Lexington, Ky„ narcotics of 
ficer who was an experienced pilo; 
and parachutist. 


I Besides the cocaine found 
(Thornton’s body, a parachute ti^;J' » ' 
(three duffel bags with 220 poun^.c f / 
cocaine was found in the' iibi^ i] 
Georgia mountains. ' 
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TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) 

FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (12G-533) (P) 


ANDREIf CARTER THORNTON, II 
NARCOTICS MATTER 

(00: LOUISVILLE) 


Re Louisville teletype to Charlotte dated 9/25/85. 


For inforiaation of Louisville, | I FEDERAL 

AVIATI ON 2U3MINISTRATTO N (FAA) , Raleigh, N. C. , telephone 
nuniber f 1 was the FAA official who examined instant 

plane crash. 


Contact V7ill be made with| |in an effort 

to obtain his report concerning the plane crash involving 
subject *s airplane on 9/11/85 in Clay Co\mty, N. C. 


LEADS 

CHARLOTTE 

AT RALEIGH, N, C . 

contact FAA, telephone number 

concerning the obtaining of his report of the 
plane crash which occurred in Clay County, N. C., on 9/11/85 
of a Cessna 404, twin engine, and thereafter furnish report 
to Louisville. 




.(^^Louisville 
3 -Charlotte 


CJM; jeb 
(5) 
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PAGE TWO AT 149A-703 
PHOE'aX PRIORITY ‘ 
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RICH'^OrlD PRIORITY 
SPRINGFIELD PRIORITY 
TAf^PA PRIORITY 
BT 

U'’CLAS 

SECTION 1 OF 2 ’ 

U:'SUB(S); DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC; 
DA*^V; NARCOTICS; 00: ATLANTA 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, ATLANTA 
IS CONDUCTING JOINT DAMV AND NARCOTICS INVESTIGATIONS IN 
CAPTIONED ‘MATTER. THE TILE OF ATLANTAS NARCOTICS INVESTI- 
GATION IS "ANDREW CARTER THRONTON, II; NARCOTICS(G) ; 

00: LOUISVILLE (AT I2G-738) CLS 12G-303)". 

ON SEPTEMBER 11, 1985, THE BODY OF ANDREW THORNTON WAS 
DISCOVERED IN .THE DRIVEWAY OF A .KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE' 
RESIDENCE. APPROXIMATELY 75 POUNDS OF COCAINE WAS STRAPPED 
TO THORNTONS BODY. THORNTON HAD APPARENTLY BAILED OUT OF 

AN AIRPLANE IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF SEPTE^BER 11, 

1985, A^’D DIED WHEN HIS PARACHUTE FAILED TO PROPERLY DEPLOY. 
THE PLANE IN WHICH THORNTON HAD FLOWN WAS LATER DISCOVERED 


\ 




PAGE THREE AT 14GA-703 

CRASHED Ofi A FOUNTAIN IN NORTH ‘ CAROLINA. PRELIMINARY 
INVESTIGATION IN LOUISVILLE DIVISION LINKED THORNTON WITH 
DAVID LEE WILLIAMS, AN ATLANTA PROPERTY CONSULTANT AND 
ACCOMPLISHED PARACHUTIST. ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1985, WILLIAMS 
AND SIXTEEN (16) PARACHUTISTS WERE KILLED WHEN, THE CESSNA 
208 IN WHICH THEY WERE FLYING AND WHICH WILLIAMS OWNED, 

CRASHED IN BUTTS COUNTY, GEORGIA. INITIAL FINDINGS BY THE 

NATIO'^’AL transportation SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) INDICATED THAT 
SUGAR WAS IN THE GAS LINE FILTERS OF WILLIAMS CESSNA. 

ATLA^'TA INVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED THAT THRONTON AND WILLIAMS 

BECAME FRIENDS APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS AGO BECAUSE OF 

THEIR mutual INTEREST IN SKYDIVING. IT APPEARS THAT WILLIAMS, 

THORNTON AND OTHER MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN A SCHEME TO 

RIP OFF 400 KILOS OF COCAINE FROM MIAMI .BASED COLOMBIANS 

WHEN THORNTON DIED ON SEPTEMBER 11, 1985. BASED ON TELEPHONE 

TOLL RECORDS OF WILLIAMS HOME TELEPHONE AND CREDIT CARDS 
TAKEN FROM WILLIAMS PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, THE FOLLOWING 

LEADS ARE BEING SET OUT: 

LEADS: RECEIVING OFFICES ARE TO DETERMINE THE 

SUBSCRIBER OF THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONE NUMBERS. ADDITIONALLY, 




PAGE FOUR AT 149A-703 

.EACH OFFICE SHOULD CONDUCT CRIMINAL AND INTELLIGENCE 
CHECKS ON EACH SUBSCRIBER TO DETERMINE THEIR LIKELY 
INVOLVEMENT WITH NARCOTICS. IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE 

SUBSCRIBERS SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED TO DETERMINE THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH DAVID WILLIAMS AND THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE CRASH OF WILLIAMS 
CESSNA 20S ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1985, AND ANY ASSOCIATION 

WILLIAMS MAY HAVE HAD WITH COCAINE TRAFFICKING. 


BALTIMORE DIVISION AT WILMINGTON, DELAWARE: AS 

TELEPHO'viCALLY DISCUSSED WITH lA 


BALTIMORE, 


OV OCTOBER 10, 1985, OBTAIN BILLING RECORDS FROM' MARYLAND 


BANK FOR DAVID WILLIAMS MASTERCARD, ACCOUNT -NUMBER’ 
5329 0315 3004 9400, FOR Tl^E PERIOD OCTOBER 1., 1984, 


UNTIL PRESENT. 


BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AT TUSCALOOSA, AL.ABAMA: 


CINCINNATI DIVISION AT XENIA, OHIO: 

DENVER DIVISION AT DILLON, COLORADO: | 

AT VAIL, COLORADO: | 

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT FRANKFORT, INDIANA: 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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AT .INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA: | 

JACKSONVILLE DIVISION AT PALATKA, FLORIDA: 


AT PENSACOLA, FLORIDA: | 

KANSAS CITY DIVISION AT WICHITA, KANSAS: 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION AT BANNING, CALIFORNIA: 


AT SAN BERNADINO, CALIFORNIA: 

LOUISVILLE DIVISION AT BOONE, KENTUCKY: 
AT LSXI^?GTON, KENTUCKY: 


'SejL 


«IAMI DIVISION AT MIAMI, FLORIDA: 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN: 

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION AT SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA: 

.SERVE ADMINISTRATIVE SUBPOENA FORWARDED BY ATLANTA TO SIOUX 
FALLS RA BY FEDERAL EXPRESS ON CITIBANK VISA FOR THE ACCOUNT 
OF DAVID L. WILLIAMS, ACCOUNT NUMBER 4128 179 733 618. 

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA: 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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MEW YORK DIVISION AT QUEENS, NEW YORK: |_ 

NEWARK DIVISION AT WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY: 


0«AHA DIVSION AT DES MOINES, IOWA: OBTAIN BILLING 

RECORDS FROM OCTOBER 1, 1984, TO PRESENT FROM AMOCO OIL 

CO'TA'^y FOR THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS: DAVID L. WILLIAMS, 

ACCOUNT NU''''BER 3049 701487 1661 AND DAVID L. WILLIAMS, 
ACCOUNT ^'UMBER 497 014 871 6 1001. 

PHILADELPHIA DIVISION AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: 

AT POTTSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA: | | 

AT WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA: I 


PHOENIX DIVISION AT PHOENIX, ARIZONA: 


AT T US CON, ARIZONA: 


RICH^iOND DIVISION AT NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA:| 
AT WEST POINT, VIRGINIA: 

3T 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


n — END OF DOCUMENT 
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NEWARK PRIORITY 

OMAHA PRIORITY 

PHILADELPHIA PRIORITY 


PAGE TWO at 149A-703 

PHOENIX PRIORITY 

RICK'^OND PRIORITY 

SPRINGFIELD PRIORITY 
TA''?A PRIORITY 

PT 

U:CLAS 

SECTION 2 OF 2. 

UNSUB(S); DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC? 

DAXV; •■’ARCOTICSj 00: ATLANTA 

LEADS: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION AT SPARTA, 'ILLINOIS: 

TA-^’PA DIVISION AT FORT MYERS, FLORIDA: 

AT ORLANDO, FLORIDA: I 
AT PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA: 

ALL OFFCES PLEASE SUTEL RESULTS. 
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Lawyer tells of threat linlied to Thornton case 


By ANDREW WOLFSON 
and WILLIAM KEESLER v 
Couritr-Journal Staff Wrltars 

A Louisville lawyer who repre- 
sents a friend of Andrew Carter, 
Thornton II has told authorities that 
he and his client were threatened 
by a man apparently seeking miss- . 
ing cocaine in connection with a 
drug-smuggling operation that led to 
Thornton’s death. 

C. Fred Partin, the attorney, said 
yesterday that he was threatened 
over the telephone Sept 21 by some- 
one “apparently involved” in the 
drug transaction, which had come to 
a bizarre end 10 days earlier when 
Thqmton parachuted to his death in 
Knoxville, Tenn., with $15 million 
worth of cocaine. 

Partin said he reported the threat 
to “government representatives” 
li^t month. 

He declined to discuss the details 
of the threat 

However, according to a source • 
who asked not to be named because 
he felt he should not publicly dis- 
cuss a continuing criminal investiga- 
tions the caller asked where he 
couU find Thornton's friend and 
whertjie could find "the eight pyg- 
. • • • 


C. Fred Partin said that the caller was 
“apparently involved” in the cocaine 
deal tha:t ended when the one-time 
Lexington officer died in Tennessee. . 


Tbe caller did not define or iden> 
Ofy "pygmies” but suggested they 
represented a certain quantity of co. 
caine, the source said. 

Wben Partin told the caller that 
neither he nor the friend knew what 
he was talking about and that the 
friend had no interest in speaking' 
with him — the calier threatened •• 
Imth of them,’ the source said. - 

.According to the source, the call* 
er, who gave a name and. said he 
was from Miami, said that if he and 
bis associates couldn’t locate tbe 
"pygmies,” they would “get” Thorn- 
ton’s friend, and if they couldn’t 
"get” the friend, they would “get” 
Partin. 

Partin reported the threat to U.S. 
Attorney Alexapder Taft Jr., accord- 
ing to two sources, and has been in- 
terviewed since by James Malone, a tp 


Louisville-based agent of tbe federal- 
Drug Enforcement Administration. ' 

Taft declined to comment on the 
matter, as did Kelly Snyder, the 
DEA’s chief agent in Kentucky. 

Bill Deac, a DEA spokesman in 
Washington, said the agency not 
familiar with the term “pygmy” but 
added that it could be a code word 
used by a single drug brganl 2 atlon. 
Tbe source who provided informa- 
tion about tbe reported threat said it 
may refer to a duffel bag of eo- 
cene. ' 

Although federal authorities 
would not comment on tbe reports 
that a man was seeking cocaine in 
Kentucky; newspapers in Tennessee 
and Georgia have said that Thorn- 
ton and accomplices may have tried 
to pull off a massive ripoff of Co- 
lombian drug smuggleis operating 
is-3Ssrlda. 


Thornton, 40, a former Lexington 
narcotics officer, fell to his death on 
Sept 11 wben he tried to parachute 
into Knoxvllie with 75 pounds of co- 
caine. 

Authorities have also linked him 
to about 200 pounds of cocaine that 
were later found banging on a para- 
chute in a tree in northern Georgia. 

The Georgia Bureau of Investiga- 
tion has been trying to learn wheth- 
er a plane that crashed Sept 29, kill- 
ing the pilot and 16 parachutists, 
may have been sabotaged as re- 
venge for a cocaine theft. ’ 

' Quoting a drug agent who de- 
clined to be identified. The Knox- 
ville News-Sentinel' reported Sunday, 
that Colombian smugglers sabotaged 
tbe plane because its owner, David 
L- Williams, bad botched deliveiy of 
$591 miliiop worth’ of CQqaine. 

The newspaper said Williams, 
who was among those- killed in tbe 
Sept 29 crash, had parachuted with 
Ibomton on the ill-(ated cocaine 
drop in l^pxville. 

"Those Colombians are upset thej ' 
didn’t gat their shipment” the ageni 
See LAWYER 
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Lawyer tells of drug-case threat 


^ lontinued from Page One 
was quoted as saying. **They wanted 
Williams to pay for messing up.** 
Quoting an unnamed source close 
to the investigation* the Macon (Ga.) 
Telegraph & News reported that 
Williams, 35, was “targeted for ter- 
mination** because a ‘‘sizable 
amount of cocaine** was “skimmed** 
from the shipiqent bound for Ten- 
nessee. 


Relatives of Williams have strong- 
ly denied he was involved in smug- 
gling drugs. 

The National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board discovered sugar in the 
fuel lines of Williams’ plane and has 
turned. the probe over to the FBI, 

E which is checking for possible sabo- 
ge of the craft 

Investigators with several agen- 
es yesterday declined to confirm 
e Knoxville newspaper’s report 


that Williams parachuted with 
Thornton during the fatal jump. 

The report also said an unnamed 
friend of Thornton’s was to meet* 
him and Williams on the ground 
that night and go with them to Geor- 
gia to pick up additional drops of 
cocaine. 

Officials of the DHA and the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation said 
they did not have evidence to sub- 
stantiate the report, but neither did 
they deny it 

William Whitley, head of the nar- 
cotics division in the FBI’s Atlanta 
office, said the Knoxville paper’s 
scenado is one of several “avenues’* 
his agency is looking at 

Another “strong possibility,** he 
said, is that a competitor of Wil- 
liams — someone involved either in 
drugs or in transporting parachutists 
— sought to disable his plane. 

Whitley and several other i nvesti?. 


gators questioned the Knoxville pa«* 
per’s assertion that Colombian drug 
smugglers sabotaged Williams* 

. plane — because he either mishan- 
dled Thornton’s drug shipment or 
stole some of the cocaine. 

If Colombians had wanted to kill 
Williams, officials said, they would 
have done it more directly — execu- 
tion-style to ensure that everyone ‘ 
knew revenge was being taken. 

“This whole thing is not a Colom- 
bian MO (mode of operation),** said 
Tony Acri, a DEA agent ba^ in 
Atlanta. The suspected sabotage, he 
said, is “not the way they do busi- 
ness.” 

Added another investigator, who 
asked not to be identified because 
he had not been authorized to 
speak: “They don’t Usually put sugar 
in your gas tank. 'They usually just 
execute you,” 

Using sugar seems more typical 
of “redneck” Southerners than of 
Colombians, the investigator said. 

He said the apparent sabotage 


could have been a warning for Wil- 
liams or other parachutists involved 
with Thornton’s shipment not to talk 
to authorities. ^ 

It also could have been a wamirfe 
to return any part of the shipment 
that was stolen or to stay away from 
caches of drugs or cash from paj^ 
shipments. 

“Probably this is not the first time 
that these people were involved in a 
drug deal together,” the investigator 
said. “There may be more drugs 
hidden. There may be money hid- 
den.” 

Another theory voiced by investi- 
gators was that a partner of Wil- 
liams’ in the Thornton smuggling at- ‘ 
tempt killed him to increase that 
partner’s share of the profits. 

It is al^ possible, the investiga- 
tors said, that the plane was sabo- 
taged for reasons not involving 
drugs. L 

‘ At this time, Whitley said, '‘We’fe 
not going to concentrate on one pv- 
ticular avenue of investigation,” 
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lawyer tejls of threat linES 
|o Thornton easel 


By ANDREW WOLFSON - I oulsville-based agent ofithe federal 
and WILLIAM KEESLER Pj Administration. | 

couri.r^^ourn.1 $t.H Wr^ < jl ' ^ alined to comment on tin 

A Louisville lawyer who reprih I vH v„nv «nvder th( V ■ 

nts a friend of Andrew CartiF 

lomton II has told authoriUes that ^ | DE^ spokes^ in 

s and his Client were ttreatened t^agency vfs not 

Su “f wUh the term “pygmF but 
g cocaine in connection with a . .. be a code word 

■ug-smuggling operation that led to ^rug organization. 


fknis a friend of Andrew Carter 
Thornton II has told authorities that 
he and his client were threatened 
by a mart apparently seeking miss- 
ing cocaine in connection with a 
dnig«smuggling operation that led to 
Thornton’s death. 

C. Fred Partin, the attorney, said 
yesterday that he was threatened 
over the telephone Sept 21 by som^ > 
one “apparently involved” in Ihj 
^rug tran^ction, which had come t| 
i bizarre end 10 days earlier whet 
1 homton parachuted to his death in 
Knoxville, Tenn., with $15 million 
worth of cocaine, 

Partin said he reported the threat 
to “government representatives” 
last month. 

He declined to discuss the details 
of the threat 

. However, according to a source 
who asked not to be named because 
he felt he should not publicly dis- 
cuss a continuing criminal investiga- 
tion, the caller asked where he 
could find Thornton’s friend and 
tVhere he could find “the eight pygi 
ihies.” f 


1 The source who provided 
i ion about the reported threat said it 
\ nay refer to a duffel bag of co- 

raine. ' ' 

Although federal authoriti^ 
would not comment on the repora 
that a man was seeking cocaine in 
Kentucky, newspapers in Tenn^e 
and Georgia have said that Thorm 
ton and accomplices may have ^d 
to pull off a massive ripoff of ^ 
lombian drug smugglers operating 
;in Florida. * ^ | 


i ,The caller did not define or idenJ 
ty “pygmies” but suggested they 
represented a certain quantity of co^ 
-caine, the source said. 

When Fortin told the caller that 
neither he nor the friend knew what 
he was talking about — and that the 
friend had no interest in speaking 

f th him — the caller threatenei 
th of them, the source said. j 


uAccording to the source, the caCH 
e)|, who gave a name and said h\i 
w^ from Miami, said that if he and 
his associates couldn’t locate the 
‘ “pygmies,” they would “get’* Thom- 
^ ton’s friend, and if they couldn’t 
“get” the friend, they would “get” 
Partin. 

^ Partin reported the threat to U.il 
Attorney Alexander Taft Jr., accord'^ 
Jng to two sources, and has been in| 
Terviewed since by James Malone, a 


\ Thornton, 40, a former Lexington I 
narcotics officer, fell to his death ont 
Sept 11 when he tried to parachute 
into Knoxville with 75 pounds of co- 
caine. 

Authorities have also linked him 
to about 200 pounds of cocaine that 
were later found hanging on a para- 
chute in a tree in northern Georgia. 

The Georgia Bureau of Investiga- 
tion has been trying to learn wheth- 
er a plane that crashed Sept 29, kill* 
ing the pilot and 16 parachutists,, 
jmay have been sabotaged as re^. 
venge for a cocaine theft. [ 

Quoting a drug agent who del 
dined to be identified. The Knox- 
ville News-Sentinel reported Sunday 
that Colombian smugglers sabotaged 
the plane because its owner, David 
L. Williams, had botched delivery of 
$591 million worth of cocaine. 

The newspaper said Williams, 
who was among those killed in the 
Sept 29 crash, had parachuted with 
Thornton on the ill-fated cocaine 
^rop in Knoxville. 

“Those Colombians are upset theyj? 
didn’t get their shipment** the agent ^ 
See LAWYER 

^ Back* page> coL this section ^ 
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i^ntlnued from Page One 
^ vis quoted as saying. 'They wanted 
'ViHianis to pay for messing up.*’ 

Quoting an unnamed source close 
to the investigation, the Macon (Ga.) 
Telegraph & News reported that 
Williams, 35, was "targeted for ter- 
mination”* because a "sizable 
amount of cocaine” was "skimmed” 
from the shipment bound for Ten- 
nessee. 

Relatives of Williams have strong- 
ly denied he was involved in smug- 
ging drugs. 

The National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board discovered sugar in the 
fueMines of Williams' plane and has 
turned the probe oyer to the FBI, 
which is checking for possible sabo-* 
age of the craft. 

Investigators with several agen- 
cies yesterday declined to confirm 


Williams parachuted with; 
Thornton during the fatal jump. 

The report also said an unnamed 
friend of Thornton's was to meet 
'him and Williams on the ground 
that night and go with them to Geor- 
gia to pick up additional drops of 
cocaine. 

Officials of the DEA and the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation said 
they did not have evidence to sub- 
stantiate the report; but neither did 
they deny it 

William Whitley, head of the nar- 
cotics division in the FBI’s Atlanta 
office, said the Knoxville paper’s 
scenario is one of several "avenues” 
his agedcy is looking at. 

Another "strong possibility,” he 
said, is that a competitor of Wil- 
liams — someone involved either in 
drugs or In.tran^ortlng parachutists 
— sought to dibble his plane. 


gators questioned the Knoxville pS^ 
per’s assertion that Colombian drug 
smugglers sabotaged Williams’ 
plane — because he either mishan- 
dled Thornton’s drug shipment or 
stole some of the cocaine. 

If Colombians had wanted to kill 
Williams, officieils said, they would 
have done it more directly -r- execu- 
tionrstyle — to ensure that everyone « 
knew revenge was being taken. 

."This whole thing is not a Colom- 
bian MO (mode of operation),” said 
Tony Acri, a DEA agent based in 
Atlanta. The suspected sabotage, he 
said, is "not toe way they do busi- 
ness.” ’ * 

Added another investigator, who 
asked not to be identified because 
he had not been authorized to 
speak: "They don’t usually put sugar 
in your gas tank.. They usually just 
execute you.” 

Using sugar seems more typical 
of "redneck” Southerners than of 
Colombians, toe investigator said. 


-roind have been a warning for WIK 
Hams or other parachutists involved! 
with Thornton’s shipment not. to talk 
to authorities. { 

It also could have been a warning 
to return any part of toe shipment 
that was stolen or to stay away from 
caches of drugs or cash from past 
shipments. 

"Probably this is not the first time 
that these people were involved in a 
drug deal together,” toe investigator, 
said. "There may be more drugs 
hidden. There may be money hid- 
,den.” 

Another theory voiced by investi- 
gators was that a partner of Wil- 
liams’ in the Thornton smuggling at- 
tempt killed him to increase that 
partner’s share of toe profits.' . 

It is also possible, toe investiga- 
tors said, that toe plane was sabo- 
taged for reasons not involving] 
drugs. 

At this time, Whitley said, "We're 
not going to concentrate on one par-, 


[he Knoxville newspaper’s — a^h itlev and several other inve st!- H e said toe apparent ^botq|ga^^Cul^ avenue of investigation.” | 
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To :SAC, LOUISVILLE (9-0) 


Date 10/8/85 


From ;SSA 


Subject |UNSnB t 

EX'i'URTiUN 

00: LOUISVILLE 


b6 

blC 


b6 
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On 10/8/85, the Louisville Courier-Journal ran an 
article indicating that victim, a local Louisville attorney 
and former AUSA, WDKY, was threatened telephonically due to 
his apparent knowledge of the whereabouts of an individual 
sought by drug dealers. The caller stated that he was from 
Miami and that if he and his associates could not locate the 
"friend" of ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II, they would "get" PARTIN, 
apparently in the belief that PARTIN knows the whereabouts of 
the "friend". 

This incident involves a much larger and more complex 
cocaine deal -being investigated by DEA and the FBI in which 
THORNTON is dead and a second individual, DAVID L. WILLIAMS, 
was killed when his aircraft fuel was tainted with sugar and 
the airplane crashed. It is believed that Columbian drug 
smugglers are involved in retaliation over a blotched delivery 
of $591 million dollars worth of cocaine. 


The above drug matter is being handled out of 
Louisville file 12D-303 captioned, "ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 
NARCOTICS MATTER. 00: LOUISVILLE." 


It is noted that 


reported his telephonic 


threat to, U.S. Attorney ALEXANDER. T. TAFT,. JR., who decided 
to refer the m atter to PEA, believing it to.be a link in the 

has since been interviewed regarding 
DEA, Louisville. 


THORNTON case . 
the -^eat by ASAC [ 


Inasmuch as no interstate telephone call has been 

established, and of the fact that the extortion is being 
handled as part of the above described drug case, no 
substantive extortion case is being opened at this time. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription. 


10 / 16 / 8 .S 


AMOCO OIL 
place of 


I I a supervisory official at the 

CUMFANY CKLDXT CARD CENTER, was contacted at her 
employment. 


In response to a subpena, she provided monthly 
billing statements along with monthly payment records relating 
to customer DAVID L. WILLIAMS, account number 497 014 871 6. 
These records cover the period October 10, 1984, through 
October 10, 1985. 


b6 

b7C 


•Investigation 10/15/85 at West Des Moines, Iowa File #.. Omaha 

/ Atlanta 12G-738 




5A 


b6 

rf Date dictated 10/1 6/85 b7C 

n 




Thiadoci^ent contains neither recommendations. nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 1 n/i 6/B5 


TO: SAC, ATLANTA (12G-738) 

FROM : SAC , OMAHA ( 1 2G-NEW ) ( RUC ) 

ANDREW CARTER THORTON II 
NARCOTICS (G) 

00: LOUISVILLE 


Re Atlanta telcall of SA Glen Oldham to SA 
Des MOines, Iowa, RA, 10/10/85. 

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of an executed FD-617 
along with AMOCO billing records relating to DAVID LEE WILLIAMS. 
Also enclosed are two copies of an FD-302 relating to the 
acquisition of these records. 

Enclosed for Louisville is the original, executed FD-617 
along with the original and one copy of the same FD-302. 

Atlanta note that AMOCO was not requested to produce 
copies of individual charge tickets for these accounts at this 
time. Such a request is a more lengthy and costly endeavor by 
this cooperating company, and Omaha makes such a request only 
when absolutely necessary. 

In the event such individual charges are required by 
Atlanta, Omaha will recontact AMOCO officials. 


2 - Atlanta ( Enc . - 4 ) 

Louisville (Enc. - 3 ) 
- 1 - Omaha 
JPD : rf 
(5) 
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i^dr-crash probe sources 
suggest rip-off, revenge 

From AP and staH Dispatchtf David Lee Williams, 35, who owned 


ATLANTA — Andrew Carter 
ThomtonriCthe parachutist who fell 
to his death last month in Tennessee 
carrying about 75 pounds of cocaine, 
may have been part of a drug-smug- 
gling conspiracy Involving parachut- 
ists in Georgia, sources said yester- 
day. 

And a Georgia newspaper report- 
ed that a plane that crashed Sunday, 
killing 17 people, was sabotaged to 
.avenge a cocaine theft 

An agent with the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation, who declined to 
give his name because he was not 
authorized to speak, confirmed that 
his agency has been investigating the 
involvement of parachutists in drug 
smuggling since before Thornton’s 
fatal leap into Knoxville Sept 11. He 
refused to comment further. 

Federal authorities acknowledged 
This week that Thornton, 40, a for- 
mer narcotics officer and attorney in 
Lexington, was an acquaintance of 


the plane that crashed Sunday.' 

Williams, an Atlanta real estate 
developer, died in that crash, along 
with 16 other people on a skydiving 
outing in Butts County, about 50 
miles south of Atlanta. 

The FBI entered the investigation 
this week at the request of the Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board 
after the board confirmed there was 
sugar in the fuel system of Williams’ 
plane. . 

”We*re looking at this from a sabo- 
tage aspect,” FBI agent Ed Home 
said. "We’re not into ahy drug situa- 
tion. I can’t elaborate on the connec- 
tion between them. A lot of it hasn’t 
been specifically confirmed.” 

The Macon Telegraph & News re- 
ported yesterday that Williams was 
murdered as revenge for a cocaine 
theft The newspaper quoted an un- 

See AIR-CRASH 
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identified source close to the Investi- 
gation. 

“It was a revenge-type thing. It 
was sabotage. Somebody was target- 
ed for termination,” the paper 
quoted the source as saying. 

“There was a sizable amount (of 
cocaine) skimmed from the ship- 
ment going to Tennessee. There was 
100 pounds or more of the ship- 
-ment,” the newspaper’s source said, 
adding that the others on, Williams* 
plane were innocent victims. 

Shortly after Thornton’s death, au- 
thorities found a parac^iute and 
three duffel bags containing about 
200 pounds of cocaine han^ng from 
a tree in Fannin County, Ga., near 
the Tennessee border. 

The sources who spoke with the 
Macon newspaper and The Associat- 
ed Press said the discovery in Fan- 
nin County prompted the theory that 
Thornton may have planned* a rip- 
; )ff. 

One source said the Georgia bu- 
reau’s investigation hinged on the as- 


sumption thair"Tlioniton dropped 
part of his load in Fannin County to 
support claims that, because of me- 
chanical trouble or close pursuit, he 
had to abandon his plane and scatter 
tte-load across the countryside. 

The north Georgia mountains 
have been a drop zone for drugs for 
years. More than 400 pounds of co- 
caine in 10 canisters and two duffel 
bags was found scattered in moun- 
tain counties in a 1982 investigation. 

Another source said the bureau 
believed “there are definite ties be- 
tween Thornton and other drug 
I drops in Georgia.” 

TTie source added, “We think oth- 
*er (parachutists)^jilfi_tigjd into the' 
j conspiracy.” 

Butts County Sheriff Billy Lever- 
ette told The Courier-Journal last 
night that the Macon newspaper’s re- 
port was based on speculation, but 
agreed that revenge was almost cer- 
tainly the motive for the apparent 
sabotage. 

' "It was definitely somebody who 
was after somebody,” he said. “You 


don’t put sugar into the fuel of an air- 
plane without wanting it to crash. 

“Who were they after? Were they 
after David Williams, the owner of 
the plane, or Steven Wilson, the pilot, 
or one of the other 15 people who 
were on the plane? -Some people 
don’t care how many lives it costs 
Just to take one.” 

Another investigator, who asked 
not to be named because he was not 
authorized to speak, told The Couri- 
er-Journal that the apparent sabo- 
tage might not be drug-related. 
Someone could have been trying to 
strike back at Williams for some past 
land deal, he said. 

The investigator also posed the 
possibility that vandals had contami- 
nated the fuel. 

Some local residents were an- 
noyed by the frequent air traffic at 
the West Wind Sport Parachute Cen- 
ter and the large number of people fit 
attracted from outside the county, np 
said. The center had also been bur- 
glarized in the past, he said. j 


•FD-35(^Rev. 5-8-81) 


{ThorntonV ^vill lists 
political, legal figures 
among beneficiaries 


information for this story was 
alsQ gathered by staff writer Wil- 
liam Keesler. ^ 

. " By ANDREW WOLFSON 

Couritr-Journal Staff Writtr 

Drug smuggler Andrew Garter 
^omton irs hand-scribbled will 
lists beneficiaries who include an ar- 
my of figures from the former Lex- 
(^ngton narcotics officer’s past. 

Among those bequeathed stocks, 
parachutes and his $15,000 weapon 
collection are a former top aide to a 
Kentucky governor and a speaker of 
the Kentucky House of Representa- 
tives; the director of processing at 
the Fayette (bounty Detention Cen- 
ter; the son of a U.S. Customs Bureau 
investigator in New York; and an 
Army sergeant at a special-warfare 
center at Fort' Bragg, N.C. 

Thornton was killed Sept. 11 when 
his main parachute failed to open as 
^e tried to jump into Knoxville, 
j Tenn., with 75 pounds of cocaine. 

• The two-page will, which Thornton 
prepared in June 1984, asks that his 
-teurvivors scatter his ashes over his 


parents* Paris horse farm and “then 
have a party.” 

The will, which was read in Wood- 
ford District Court on Thursday and 
filed in Bourbon District Court yes- 
terday, shows that Thornton owned 
. stock in Eli Lilly & Co. and Jerrico 
) Inc., along with such exotic holding 
I as a Mexican silver mine. . ] 

;i Thornton named Lexington attojr- 
i^ney J. Randall Reinhardt, a former 
law partner, as executor, and said he 
should receive a $5,000 fee. 

However, Reinhardt declined the 
job and fee, and family members 
asked Louisville attorney C. Fred 
Partin to serve as executor instead. 
Partin declined to comment on the 
• will or its beneficiaries. 

Reinhardt could not be reached 
, yesterday at his office or home. 

Thornton’s estate apparently is 
worth about $78,000, including a Jes- 
samine County farm worth $27,000, 
according to court documents. 
u Alexander Taft Jr., U.S. attoni^ 
^|for the Western District of Kentucfc/, 

; See THORNTON 
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iThornton willlists beneficiaries" 


f 

Continued from Page One 
said last night, **1 would suggest that 
(the items in the will) are 
subject to seizure” under a federal " 
.law . that allows the government to 
take property gained through drug 
dealings. 

' Asked if he would act to do so, Taft 
said, ”N6 comment” 

Thornton bequeathed his Jessa- 
mine County land and various stock ^ 
and oil-well interests to Henry Vance 
Jn, who once was a top aide to for- 
mer Kentucky Gov. Julian Carroll 
and former House Speaker Hobby 
JRjchardson. 

Vance grew up with Thornton in 
Lexington country-club circles, and 
served. with him during the early 
1970s in the police narcotics unit * 

Vance could not be reached for 
comment yesterday despite several 
calls to his home. 

' The will instructed Vance to get in 
ftouch with Richard A. Harris, a Fres- 
J 10 , C:alif., attorney, about the oil 
I R^ells. Harris, who had represented 
ijThomton before, said yesterday that 
he could not discuss the wells be- 
cause of attorney-client privilege. 

Thornton left his interest in Pino 
Altos Limited Partnership, a Mexi- 
can silver mine, to the son of Jay Jo- 
seph Silvestre, another former Lex- 
ington narcotics officer. 

Silvestre, how a customs investiga- 
tor in New York, said in a telephone 
.interview that he was “shocked” to 
find himself and his son mentioned 
in Thornton’s will. 

Silvestre said he deliberately 
4'hadn!t associated with Thornton 
sitice 1981i when Thornton was im- 
“plicated in an international drug- 
and\ gun-smuggling conspiracy. 
Thonitqn eventually pleaded no con- 
t^t to a mi^emeanor charge. 

“He knew that just the mention of 
his name was enough to get me in 
trouble,” Silvestre said. 

’ He described the silver mine as 
H^early de’funct”.^nd of .little ^value, 

^ The . will identifies Silvestre’s son, 
i I^pis^^Ahdre^, as Thornton’s ^ojfepn. 

8 tony liehifer, dji^torrof pro* 


Fayette County Detention Center, 
Thornton bequeathed his interest in 
a Lexington property, a three-bed- 
room, English-style cottage at 411 
Kenilworth Court. 

Dehner said yesterday, however, 
that the house had been sold. 

He said he was “sort of surprised” 
to be included in the will, but ac- 
knowledged, “We were friends. . I 
can’t deny that.” 

Dehner said he and Thornton 
shared interests in dogs and guns 
and periodically met on Dehner’s 
farm at Wilmore in Jessamine Coun- 
ty for target practice. . 

- He said he had no idea Thornton 
was still involved in drugs. 

Because the house has been sold, 
Dehner said, “I didn’t get anything in 
the will other than having my name 
mentioned, and I guess, because of 
my job, people will try to 'make 
something of it. I’d just rather stay 
out of the whole thing.” 

Thornton left his weapon collec- 
tion to five people, including Vance 
and a Jamie Thackaberry. 

Thackaberry reportedly is a para- 
chutist who, until recently, served in 
the Delta Forcp, the U.S. military’s 
rapid-deployment unit, which is 
based at Fort Bragg. 

Maj. Tom Hogan, public informa- 
tion officer for the 18th Airborne 
Corps at Fort Bragg, said a Sgt. 
James A. Thackaberry has been en- 
rolled since August in a parachute 
and scuba-diving-operation course at 
the fort’s John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare Center. The center offers 
training programs for U.S. and for- 
eign troops, Hogan said. 

Thackaberry could not be reached 
for comment through the center. He 
does not have a telephone listed in 
the area. 

Thornton left his horses to his fa- 
ther, mother, brother and sister “to 
share and share alike.” 

To his nieces and nephews, he be- 
queathed the proceeds of whole-life 
insurance policies with Northwest- 
ern Mutual Life Insurance Co. 

He left his parachutes to Billy 


■be-found for Rhodes, a parachuti^ 
who lives in Dayton, Ohio. | 

Thornton’s will also named his 
girlfriend, Rebecca Sharp, and he|r 
aunt, Sally Sharp McCloud. ^ 

He left them “personal letters,” 
which the will says could be re- 
trieved from his parents, Reinhardt 
or Phil Clements, a friend. 

Thornton also left both women his 
cars, which in the past included a 
Jaguar, and his books, clothes and 
other miscellaneous possessions. 

He also left Ms. Sharp part of his 
gun collection and the balance of 
stocks not bequeathed to Vance. 

The will was not witnessed, but 
presumably will be considered legal 
because it was written in his own 
hand. 

At the end of the document, lie 
wrote: 

“There is to be NO funeral. After 
useable body parts (eyes, kidneys 
etc.) are removed I want to be cre- 
mated. Release my ashes in air over 
my parents farm & then have a par- 
ty.” 

Thornton was cremated, but the 
ashes were buried Sept. 14 in Paris 
Cemetery. 

His father. Carter Thornton, de- 
clined to discuss the will in detail. He 
did say that his son’s funeral was 
held before the #ill surfaced. 

“I don’t think it’s anybody’s busi- 
ij ness where his ashes are,” he said. 
I “He’s dead, he’s gone, he did wron^, 
and he paid the price for it I don’t 
think anything further needs to bjj 
said.” I 


;f|ssTh^ and a fij^rihg gfficer'At the Rlyp di^ No t^ephone listlpg 


TO-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
■■ “ 

i of 17 chutists 
with Thornton, 
newspaper says 

Associittd Prtts 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — One of 17 
people who died last week in a sui^ 
picious plane crash had parachuted 
with Andrew G. Thornton II on an 
ill-fated cocaine drop in Knoxville, a 
newspaper reported yesterday. 

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, 
quoting a drug agent who refused to 
be identified, said Colombian smug- 
glers sabotaged David L. Williams* 
plane in Georgia as retaliation for 
the botched delivery of $591 million 
in cocaine. 

“The plan was to drop the cocaine 
in one spot, bail out in another and 
send the plane into the ocean,” the 
agent, speaking on the condition he 
not be identified^! told the newspa- 
per. j 

The News-Sentinel reported that 
the two were to rendezvous in Knox- 
ville and drive to northern Georgia 
to hunt other duffel bags of cocaine 
dropped from Thornton’s plane. 

The drugs were to be delivered to 
Colombian smugglers operating in 
Florida, the newspaper reported. ^ 

“Those Colombians are upset they 
didn't get their shipment,” the agent 
was quoted as saying. “They wanted 
Williams to pay for messing up.” 

Joe Hardy, an FBI agent in Atlan- 
ta investigating possible sabotage of 
Williams’ single-engine Cessna, de- 
clined to confirm the report. 

“I’d like to know their source so I 
could assign some agents to check it 
out,” Hardy said. * 

■ Thornton, a former narcotics offi-. 
cer in Lexington, Ky., died Sept. 11 
when his reserve parachute failed 
to slow him. He was carrying 75 
pounds of cocaine. 

Further investigation turned' up 
three duffel bags, containing more 
than 200 pounds of cocaine, hanging • 
from a parachute in the north Geor- 
gia woods. Markings on the cocaine 
bundles linked it to Thornton’s ship- 
ment. 

. The National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board discovered sugar in the 
fuel lines of Williams* plane and 
have turned the investigation over 
to the FBI, which is checking for 
p ^ibl e- ^s abotage of the cra ft. 
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Ifhornton’s handwritten will read; 
survivors told to ‘have a party’ 


Associated Press 


PARIS, Ky. — Drug smuggler An- 
drew Carter Thornton IPs handwrit- 
ten will asks that his survivors scat- 
ter his ashes over his parents’ Paris 
horse farm and then “have a party.” 

The two-page will, which the for- 
mer Lexin^on narcotics officer pre- 
pared in June 1984, was read in 
Woodford District Court on Thurs- 
(ay and filed in Bourbon District 
^ hurt yesterday. 

I Among those bequeathed part of 
Thornton’s estate, valued at about 
$78,000, are a former top aide to a 
Kentucky governor and a speaker 
for the state House of Representa- 
tives; the director of processing at 
the Fayette County Detention Cen- 
ter; and thq son of a U. S. Customs 
Bureau investigator in New York. 

However, Alexander Taft Jr., U. S. 
attorney for Kentucky’s Western Dis- 
trict, said last night, “I would suggest 
that . . . they [items in will] are sub- 
ject to seizure” under a federal law 
Ihiat allows the government to take 
i roperty gained through drug deal- 
iigs. 


said, “No comment” 

Thornton died Sept 11 when his 
main parachute failed to open as he 
tried to jump into Knoxville, Tenn., 
with about 75 pounds of cocaine 
strapped to him. He evidently 
jumped from too low a level for his 
reserve chute, which was deployed, 
' to slow his fall sufficiently. 

The will was not witnessed, but 
presumably will be considered legal 
in Kentucky because it was written 
in his own hand. 

At the end of the document 
Thornton wrote: 

“There is to be NO funeral. After 
useable body parts [eyes, kidneys, 
etc.] are removed, I want to be cre- 
mated. Release my ashes in air over 
my parents’ farm and then have a 
party.” 

Thornton was cremated, but the 
ashes were buried Sept. 14 in Paris 
Cemetery, before the will surfaced. 

The will indicated that Thornton 
owned stock in Eli Lilly & Co. and 
Jerrico Inc., along with such exotic 
holdings as a Mexican silver mine. 
He also had a farm in Jessamine 
County worth about $27,000 and a 


Asked If he would act to do so, Taft $T5,000 gun collection. 


To Henry Vance Jr., once a top 
aide to former Kentucky Gov. Julian 
Carroll and former House Speaker 
Bobby Richardson, Thornton be- 
queathed his Jessamine County land 
and stocks and oil-well interests. ; 

Vance grew up with Thornton in 
Lexington, and served with hini in 
the narcotics unit in the early ’70s. 

Thornton left his interest in ;the 
Mexican silver mine to the son of 
Jay Joseph Silvestre, another ex-na *- 
cotics officer who is now a custon s 
investigator in New York, f 

The will identifies Silvestre’s sou, 
Louis Andrew, as Thornton’s god^n. 
Silvestre said he was “shocked’'’ to 
be mentioned in the will and had! not 
associated with Thornton since 1981, 

. when Thornton was implicated in an 
international drug- and gun-smug- 
gling conspiracy. Thornton eventual- 
ly pleaded no contest to a misde- 
meanor charge. 

To Tony Dehner, director of pro- 
cessing and a hearing officer at- the 
Fayette County Detention Center^ 
Thornton left his interest in a hous< 
in Lexington. 

Dehner said yesterday however 
house had been sold. ^ 
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jParachute find 
'may be linked ' 
^6 Thornton 

*'■ AtsocUttd PrMt 

ATLANTA — State investigators 
are examining a parachute found 
last month for possible links to An- 
drew C Thornton II, who died last 
month in Tennessee when he 
jumped from an airplane with 75 
pounds of cocaine. 

Cherokee County Sheriff Bo Bal- 
lard said Hubert Hester found a 
parachute on his property Sept. 12 
and turned it over to the sheriffs 
department. 

The Georgia Bureau of Investiga- 
jUon was told yesterday of the paraA 
»jhute, which was found the day be-‘ 
bre Thornton died in Knoxville,' 
^ ;aid Jimmy Davis, supervisor of the : 
'bureau’s drug enforcement section. 

•*We didn’t notify the GBI because 
we didn’t think anything about it,” 
Baliprd said. No cocaine or duffel 
bags were found near the para- 
chute, he said. 

Davis said agents would compare 
the parachute with the one Thorn- 
ton, a former Lexington, Ky., police 
officer, used when he was killed. 
.His parachute had failed to open. 

The airplane Thornton is believed 
to have used cr^hed in the North 
pirolina mountains. 

^ U:S. Forest Service workers later 
found three duffel bags with about 
220 pounds of cocaine hanging fronP| 
a parachute in Fannin County, ' 
northeast of Cherokee County. Offi-* 
^ials said that discovery may alsc^ 
i ^ linked to Thornton. 

^ Hester said GBI agents told him 
^e parachute found Sept. 12 was on 
a flight path and within a time 
<frame that could link it to Thornton. 

He^er also said his neighbors told 
him that his dogs barked wildly 
about the night of Sept. 10, and a 
neighbor reported seeing three men 
in a maroon car in a nearby parking 
lot about the same time that night. 

“W^hen I found it, whatever it was 
had been unbuckled from it and was 
gonb/* Hester told The Knoxville 
News-Sentinel. 

There has been speculation that 
theVThomton case may be linked to 
a Sept 29 plane crash near Jenkins- 
burg, 30 miles south of Atlanta, that 
killed sky-diver David Williams, 35, 

^ Atlanta real estate developer,, 
nd 16 others. (I 

: Williams and Thornton are known j: 
1 |d have pahicipated in at least onejl 
y^iving event together. - 


Continued from Page B 1 
i'^one time unarmed, or four to five 
people with a blade,” Cook said. • 

Thornton lived in Lexington, but 
^ drove to Louisville in a white Jaguar 
each Tuesday for martial-arts train- 
ing, said Cook, who once directed the 
Ni^t Hawks, a neighborhood anti- 
crime patrol group. 

“He reminded me of a rich polo 
player, a jet-setter, a Paul Newman 
type,” Cook said. 

Cook said he met Thornton in 1983 
in Hamilton, Ohio, at a “Ninja train- 
ing camp.” Ninjas were feared and 
hated as hired assassins in 15th- and 
16th-century Japan, blit have earned 
a better reputation recently in the 
United States, as the martial arts 
have come in vogue. Modem Ninjas 
fight with swords while en c a sed ^a 
protective gear. Cook said. 

• Thornton was training in “blade” 
and “.counter-blade” techniques, 
Cook said,, and was studying “Wing 
^Chun,” the Chinese Kung Fu popular- 
ized by movie star Bruce Lee. 

At the martial-arts school in Louis- 
j^ville, Thornton never discussed drug 
transactions and “nobody had the 
slightest idea he was into anything il- 
legal,” Cook said. 

“the Drew I knew was totally dif- 
ferent than the one described in the 
newspaper,” he said. 

Thornton brought a variety of peo- 
ple to Louisville for martial-arts and 
night-combat training, Cook said, in- 
cluding two men who said they 
served in the U.S. Anny’s elite Rang- 
er unit and a man who said he 
served in the Norwegian special 
forces. 

Cook said Thornton “knew some- 
body everywhere” and was about to 
arrange to have him train Norwe- 
gian troops in Norway. 

' Thornton and his Norwegian 
?friend parachuted off the First Na- 
•^tional Tower in downtown Louisvill e 
m July, according to both Cook, who 
ibid he had seen a photograph of the 
'stunt, and another source who said 
he has seen a videotape of the jump. 
The source asked not to be named 
because of questions about the legal- 
ity of the jump. 

The chief of security for First Na- 
tional Tower said he knew of no one 
who had juniped off the building, 
and said such a stunt is impossible. 

However, Cook said: “Drew was 
always looking for a challenge. Any- 
thing that was difficult, Andrew was 
ready to take on.” 

Thornton acted as business man- 
rager for the martial-arts school and 
l^elped Cook move into the school’s 
[current location by paying two years* 
morth of dues — $1,700 -— in ad- 
vance, Cook said. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

THE COURIER-JOURNAL 
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PARACHUTE FIND MAY BE LINK- 
ED TO THORNTON 
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or 

Classification: 
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LS 


He said Thornton occasionally refl 
rerrecl him to C. Fred Partin, a Lou • 
Isville attorney, for legal advice. Ac - 
cording to court records, Partin in- 
corporated the martial-arts business 
last November. 

Despite Thornton’s regular ap- 
pearances in Louisville, according to 
Cook he never talked about his per- 
sonal life and said, “ ‘The less you 
. know about me the better.’ ” 

I Thornton described himself as a 
lawyer. Cook said, but acknowledged 
that he was “having some trouble^ 
iwith the bar.” 

Thornton was suspended fron i 
practicing law in 1982 after beini; 
convicted of a misdemeanor in con^ 
nection with a marijuana-smuggling 
conspiracy. He had recently filed a 
petition to regain his law license, 
Louisville lawyer Frank Haddad Jr. 

I said. / 

Another Louisville attorney, 
Thomas Clay, said he saw Thornton 
about seven months ago in Georgia 
At a legal seminar sponsored by thr 
I ktlanta Bar Association. 

Clay said the seminar topic Wu.^ 

. hast-ditch” defense strategies iii 
J^g cases. ^ 
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FM LOUISVILLE (12D-303) (P) 

TO ATLANTA (126-738) PRIORITY 

CHARLOTTE (126-533) PRIORITY 
KNOXVILLE (126-377) PRIORITY 

MIAMI PRIORITY 

NEWARK PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; NARCOTICS MATTER; (00; LS) 

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BALTIMORE ENTITLED "UNSUBS; DESTRUCTION 
OF CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC, DAMV; NARCOTICS; (00; AT), 10/10/85, 



FDR BACK6 ROUND RE6ARDIN6 SUBJECT. 


DOB 


INVEST 

I6ATI0N HAS DEVELOPED THAT 



JSSAN 

HAIR, 


EYES, 

NUMBER 



THE TIME OF ITS CRASH, NOT DAVID LEE WILLIAMS. 


WAS PROBABLY THE SECOND PERSON ON THE AIRPLANE WITH THE SUBJECT AT 

303 ^ 3:1 
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RECENTLY AND LEFT. H 

IS PRESENT WHEREABOUTS ARE 


UNKNOWN. HIS LAST KNOWN ADDRESS WAS 



IS A KNOWN / 

fact is 



HE IS MOST probably KNOWN 
TO RUBIN SOTO ANOTHER CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT AND INVOLVED IN 
THIS MATTER. 

CHARLOTTE ADVISES THAT SA 


WAS IK THE SAME MILITARY UNIT WITH 
SOURC E WITH CURRENT INFORMATION REGARDING 

WAS ARRESTED AT 


OF THE NEWARK DIVISION 
AND MAY HAVE A 


ON 


A lead was set for MIAMI 


DIVISION IN CHARLOTTE AIRTEL, 10/3/85, 
ENTITLED 


DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION”. 


IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN PROBATED AND ON 

HIS probation was revoked BUT NO FURTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE. 
THORNTON IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BAILED 


OUT. 


leads charlotte DIVISION AT FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA. 
WILL CONTACT MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, F ORT BRAGG,. NORTH CAROLINA, FOR 
FULL DETAILS REGARDING 


REVIEW HIS MILITARY FILE AS 


AVAILABLE AND SET FORTH LEADS FOR HIS LOCATION AND INTERVIEW. 


b6 

b7C 


he 

hlC 


hS 

hlC 


he 

hlC 


he ] 

hlC 

tj 
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MIAMI DIVISION AT OAK LAND PARK, FLO RIDA, WILL SUTEL RESULTS 

OF CRIMINAL CHECK REGARDING AND FULL DETAILS OF HIS 

ARREST, association, ETC. , AS SET FORTH ABOVE. 

NEWARK DIVISION AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. WILL FURNISH FULL 


INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO SA 


AND OR HIS SOURCE REGARDING 


AND IF APPROPRIATE SET FORTH LEADS FOR HIS INTERVIEW. 


BT 

011 
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Memorandum 



\ 



To : SAC/ Louisville (12G-303) 


Date 10/25/85 


• From : SAC, Memphis (12G-New) 


Subject: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON/ II 

• NARCOTICS (G) 

00; LOUISVILLE 


from r 


Enclosed for Louisville is a copy of a two-page report 
I of the Alabama Department of Public Safety. 


lis of the opinion tha t the informa tion in the 
■relatJ s to captioLd case. I 1 is assigned to ALABAMA 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION office/ Florence/ Alabama. 


Louisville 
2 - Memphis 
KQB: jls 
(4) 
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C?0 010 302 0130Z 
RR KX LS 
DE CE 

R 28 0I30Z OCT 85 

CHARLOTTE U2G-535) (P) 

TO K^IOXVILLE ROUTINE 
LOUISVILLE (120-505) ROUTINE 
BT 

UN CL AS 

ANDREW GARTER THORNTON, III; NARCOTICS MATTER; 00: LOUISVILLE 

RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO CHARLOTTE, OCTOBER 25, 1985; TELEPHONE 
CALLS BETWEEN KNOXVILLE AND FAYETTEVILLE RESIDENT AGENCIES, OCTOBER 25, 


1985. 

LEAD SET FORTH FOR CHARLOTTE IN REFERENCED TELETYPE WAS REQUESTED 

AND REPORTED ORALLY PER REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALLS, FAYETTEVILLE DUTY 
A3ENT UNAWARE OF THIS AND WHEN REFERENCED TELETYPE RECEIVED FRIDAY 

EVENING, army CID AT FORT BRAGG, DUTY AGENT, WAS CONTACTED AND HE 
00-^MENCED THIS INVESTIGATION DE NOVO AS HE WAS UNAWARE OF PRIOR 
INVESTIGATION 0^f SAME DATE. 

AT CID MEETING OCTOBER 28, 1985, THE COMMANDING OFFICER COLONEL 

BURC 


K BECAME AWARE THAT CID WAS REQUESTED TELEPHONIC^f. Y R Y...F.ai 


D I'r: ; 


1 R , 

, Is 


• B 


/'/'o- i: . 




L 




PAGE r»;0 CE 12G-533 UMCLAS 

K^JOXVILLE, FBI FAYETTEVILLE, DEA KNOXVILLE AND AGAIN IN PERSON 
BY FBI FAYETTEVILLE FOR THE SAME INFORMATION. ASSISTANT OPERATIONS 
OFFICER 


b6 

b7C 


CID, ADVISED THE FOLLOWING ON OCTOBER 28, 1985. 



COMMENCED 


SCHOOL AT THE 


IN 


WHEN THE army 


BUT WAS PULLED OUT OF CLASS ON 
COULD NOT VERIFY HIS CLEARANCE. 

|WAS BILLETED AND STILL IS REGISTERED AT ROOM | | 

AND IS SUPPOSEDLY ’'HANGING AROUND" IN 

THE ONLY 


IN 


ATICIPATION OF STARTING THE GLASS OVER 
PAPER’ lORK 


GOULD LOCATE WAS THE ORDERS FOR 


ATTES^DANCE AT THE SCHOOL AND 


RECOMMENDED THAT THE CONTROL 


GROUP OF ST, LOUIS, MISSIOURI , BE CONTACTED FOR 


PERSOMNE 


FILE, 


;-CKOOL AND FEW OF THEM KNOW 


SAID THAT HE HAS TALKED TO SECRETARIES OVER AT THE 

PERSONALLY AND HOLD HIM IN 


HIGH REGARD AND BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY MIGHT ADVISE HIM THAT 

IS 


ARMY CID 

HAS BEEN making INQUIRIES CONCERNING HIM. WHEN 


LOCATED, 


ADVISED THAT HE PLANS ON CALLING SA 
1 1 


DEA 


K'':OXVILLE, TELEPHONE 


AND ALSO AN FBI AGENT. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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BT 
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SEP : aim 


1 




Agent 


The following invest igation was conducted by Special 

at Raleigh, North Carolina; 


On October 22, 1985, 


FEDERAL AVIATION 


ADMINISTRATION (FAA) , Raleigh, North Carolxna, telephone number 
I ~| advised the investigation regarding the crash of 

a Sesna 404 ^in Engine which occurre d on September 11, 1985, 


Jo f the NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATION 
ia. I I advised the 


was primarily handled by 
SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) , Atlanta, Georgia 
crash occurred on Wedn esday. and the NTSB investigators arrived 
on the scene Thursday. 


stated his office did not 


respond to the crash site until Monday of the following 

week and upon arriving at the site observed that the navigational 

instrume nts and radios had been stripped from the airplane. 

I [ advised the FAA is primarily interested in examining 

navigational aids and pilot and maintenance records. Due to 
the condition of the aircraft, a very limited investigation was 
conducted, and no report was compiled by the FAA regarding the 
crash. 


Office, 


I I advi sed 

Atlanta, Georgia, 


I can be rea ched at the NT SB 
telephone number 
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Date 10/28/85 


□ 

□ 

□ 


TO; 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


SAC, ATLANTA 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (12G-533) (RUC) 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON 
NARCOTICS MATTER 

(00: LOUISVILLE) 


Re Charlotte airtel to Louisville dated 10/6/85, and 
Louisville teletype to Charlotte, et al, dated 9/25/85. 

Enclosed for Louisville are the original and two 
copies of an investigative insert reflecting investigation conducted 
at Raleigh, North Carolina. 


For information of Atlanta, on October 22, 1985, 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) , Raleigh, North 


Carolina, telephone number 


1 


advised his office 


conducted a very limited investigation of the crash of a Sesna 
404 Twin Engine airplane which occurred on September 11, 1985. 
I l ad vised his investigation was conducted several days 


after the ac cident, and th e bulk of the investigation was 
conducted by| | NATIONAL TRANSPO RTATION SAFETY BOARD 

(NTSB) . Atlanta , Georg ia, telephone number I [ 


advised 




should be able to provide a detail report 


regarding investigation of the plane crash. 


LEAD ; 

ATLANTA ; 

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

2 - Atlanta yf 

- Louisville (Ends. 3)f^'” 

1 - Charlotte 

SEP : aim 
(5) 
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Date 


CE 12G-533 


Will contact 
telephone number 


NTSB, Atlanta, Georgia, 


and obtain his report of the crash 
of a Sesna 404 Twin Engine airplane which occurred on September 11, 
1985, and thereafter furnish the report to Mobile. 


CHARLOTTE ; 

AT CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


Since no further investigation is being conducted 
in the Charlotte Division, this matter is being placed in an 
RUC status. 


2 * 


Approved: 


Transmitted Per 

(Number) (Time) 
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.DATE: 


«IEPLV TO 
ATTN OF: 


10/30/85 '« 


SUPV. 


SUBJECT: SAC AUTHORITY 

CONSENSUAL MONITORING 
OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS 

TO; ^ 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (66-242 6A) 


u4|ed states government 

memorandum 


This is to confirm SAC authority to monitor 
conversations between 


I , who has 


furnished either oral or wri tten consent, and 
. AUSA 


concurs in the use of 


this technique and his opinion being confirmed in writing. 


SAC approval 



1 - 66-2426A 

®'“12D“303 (CASE FILE) 

WWW: jaa 

( 2 ) 
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CSA FTMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 
0010-114 


i 


b6 

b7C 


•b6 

b7C 


« GPC ; 19B3 0 - 3M3-52E (6b8‘) 



FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 
Q Facsimile 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

10/31/85 


FROM: 


SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 
SAC, MIAMI (190-808) (RUC) 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LOUISVILLE 

Re Louisville teletype dated 10/25/85. 

Enclosed for Louisville is offense report number 
OP82-617, obtained from BROWARD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on 10/23/85. 

On 10/23/85, Ia I I was advised by 

the Clerk of the Court, Broward County, Florida, that subject 
was found guilty, adjudication was withheld and he was placed 
on three years probation. On 5/20/83, a warrant was issued 
for subject for breaking his probation. 

On 10/23/85, a check of the warrant section, BROWARD 
COUNTY sheriff's OFFICE, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, a central 
repository for criminal warrants within Broward County, Florida 
failed to reflect any active warrant for subject. 

No further investigation is being conducted by the 
Miami Division. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


10/22/85 


Date of transcription. 


Deputy, 


HOKE COU NTY SHERIFF'S D EPARTMENT, 
e number 

} who identified himself as a 
provided the following information: 


UN2 f 

Raeford,' North C arolina, telephony number | | was contacted 

by Special Agent I ~ 

Special Agent of the FBI . [ 


[stated that he has worked a case for approximately 
two to three years on GENE PAUL THACKER, who runs a local parachute 
school /cl ub called RAEFORD AVIATION, RUral Route 1, Raeford, North 
Carolina. I I stated THACKER has connections with the Golden 

Knights Parachute Team with the U. S. Army at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, and leads a "charmed" life. Most recently, THACKER was 
brought up on charges in Florida for narcotics trafficking, but 
beat the conviction based on character references when the Golden 
Knights appeared and testified on his behalf during the trial. 

I stated the entire trial involved 30 plus people, and every 
one of them pled guilty excep t for TB ACKER who decided to go to 
court to combat the charges. Istated that the RAEFORD 

AVIATION CLUB has not been making a profit, and GENE PAUL THACKER 
is widely known in the Raeford area for trafficking by air narcotics 
into the Hoke County area. 


b6 
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stated that a Twin Comanche airplane is in a 
hanger at the RAEFORD AVIATION airport right now, and this plane 
belongs to THACKER. The plane was originally sold t o l 
I I wh o is employed 

as a I ^ I. 'y he plane 


b6 

b7C 


registry is 7905Y and has passed all paperchecks . [^ 


S: 


stated 


the plane once belonged to another individual and sat there for 
a great deal of time, but disappeared most recently and then 
reappeared with paperwork in the name of THACKER and is currently 
stored at THACKER 's hanger. The plane is described as white with 
blue trim and is still registered to a deceas ed person named JAIIES E. 


stated that a North 


FLOYD who died on February 19, 1980. 

Carolina S tate Bureau of Investigation Special Agent named 
has a more conclusive file on THACKER. 


investigation 10/17/85 Favetteville , N. C. File ,, CE 12G-533 



.Date dictated 


10/21/85 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


10/22/85 


Date of transcription. 


North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, 


Law Enforcement ( Renter. Dick S treet, Fayetteville, North Carolina, 

telephone number was contacted by Special Agent 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Special 

Agent| | identified himself as a Special Agent of the FBI , where 

the following information was supplied; 


[ 


] stated that 


a Special Agent with 


the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, is currently the 
Case Agent of an investigation involving GENE PAUL THACKER. THACKER 
owns a sky diving club in Raeford, North Carolina, which has seen 
two or three people killed in sky diving accidents. United States 
Customs and Drug Enforcement Agency Task Force encountered a 
slow flying airplane coming from the Miami Florida area over 
northern Florida and followed it into the Hoke County Airport 
which is managed by THACKER. Authorities, upon initial inspection 
of the airplane. Uncovered 1,000 pounds of marijuana and a palm 
print on an auxiliary gas tank made of stainless steel which 
belonged to THACKER. North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation 
did not indict THACKER because Jac ksonvil le Florida indicted him 
on conspiracy charges in Florida. I I stated T HACKER beat the 

convic tion in a jury trial in which S pecial ^ aent 


]of the FDL E was the Case Agent. 


telephone number 


can be reached at 
for details of the THACKER case. 


] stated that 


] State Bureau of Investigation, 


Special Operations, has a case involving’ parachute rigging from the 
Mount Airy North Carolina area, and is currently investigating 

which is an a ddress that adjoi ns the airfi eld run bv THACKER in 
Hoke County. I I stated the I ~l address is I _ I 


and 


Jmay be 


able to furnish infomation regarding parachute clubs and parachutes 
that may have been used in drug running efforts by THACKER in the 
Hoke County area. 


Investigation on_ 

sa I 


10/17/85 


Fayetteville, N. C. 


.File #. 


LS 

CE 12G-533 


by 


l lbi 


.Date dictated. 


10/21/85 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription 


10/22/85 


State Bureau of Investiga tion . 
North Carolina, telephone [ 


Agent 




Special Agent, North Carolina 
'ost Off ice Box 1382, Lillington, 
was contacted by Special 


who 


identified himself and made known the 
purpose for the interview where the following information was 
supplied: 
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I [ stated he has an extensive ongoing investigation 

involving GENE PAUL THACKER since 1,000 pounds of marijuana was 
seized on a runway which THACKER manages at the RAEFORD AVIATION 
CORPORATION, Hoke County, Raeford, North Carolina, and shortly 


thereafter received telephone 
a Federal Probation Officer r 

i cai; 
.amed 

Ls from Lexington. Kentucky, from 

1 telephone number 

1 1 in V7hich 


inqu; 

Lred if a parolee named ANDREW 


CARTER THORNTON could use the RAEFORD AVIATION CORPORATION airport 
for parachute practice. On three separate occasions, THORNTON 
stayed at the HOLIDAY INN in Maxton near Lumberton, North Carolina. 
Each time he was given permission by the HOKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
DEPARTMENT to utilize the airport. Currently, the airport is run 
by a joint city-county field maintenance crew under. the management 
of GENE THACKER, and is sometimes the place of employment for 

and I l a known 

cocaxne dealer locally, is also an associate of THACKER and has 
been seen on more than one occasion driving a truck in the Raeford 
area near the airport. 


stated that THACKER and his business associates 


have set up a basis for communications on the eastern seaboard. 
RAEFORD AVIATION has been raided for drug runs by the HOKE COUNTY 
sheriff's department on numerous occasions, but almost always 

comes up empty. On one such occasion, HOKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S^ 

DEPARTMENT and the Sta te Bureau of Investigation enc ountered 

date of birthP I residing at 


who was caught 

^ at the RAEFORD AVIATION airport and informed 

investigating officers that he was waiting for GENE PAUL THACKER. 

A preliminary search of the airport uncovered a single engine 
Cessna 172 but ra iding offic ers neglected to copy down the tail 
registry number. I I stated this raid occurred on November 2:3',, 


- 1 - 983. 


Investigation on» 


LS 

CE 12G-533 


10/17/85 


-at . 


Fayetteville, N. C. 


-File #_ 


SA 


by. 


Ibi 


_Date dictated- 


10/21/85 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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I I stated that a few days later, | | 

State Bureau of Investigation, Richmond County, North Carolina, 
spotted a PA23 Piper Aztec airplane, reg istrati on number N4749P, 
which was stri pped do wn and acco rding to | | did not look 

right. I H advised I that the plane was a hollow 

shell except for seats and auxiliary gas tanks, which is consistent 
for drug running aircraft. Th at same ai rplane was aga in spotted 
by Customs Agent I t elephone | when it 

landed at Fort Pierce, Florida. approached the pilot, 

who he identified as a I | 

Through observation, ! I was described as shor t with short ' 

dark hair and appeared to be on the heavy, side' . I could 

furnish no positive identification and advised that he 

had purchased the airplane in North Carolin a and wa s going to 

use it in the Bahamas as a shuttle service. possessed a 

pilot ' s license and was an illegal alien, and had in his possession 
$1,000 in, cash and took off .the following morning. 

On November 26, 1982, Florida Air Defense picked up a 
slow moving target and Florida Customs scrambled a King Air airplane 
which intercepted a light fixed wing twin engine airplane without 
lights. The King Air from Customs could not put identification 
on the flying aircraft so a Cobra gunship was scrambled out of 
Florida and identified the airplane as having regis tration numb er 
4749P, which was the PA23 Piper Aztec identified by| |in 

Richmond County, North Carolina, as a stripped down drug aircraft . 
The flight of the plane came toward Florida, and made an abrupt 
cut up to the Carolines and circled Florence, South Carolina, for 
approximately one hour. The airplane then cut out of the circle 
and went directly to Raeford, North Carolina. North Carolina State 
Bureau of Investigation and Hoke County Sheriff's Deputies were 
scrambled to the RAEFORD AVIATION CORPORATION in Hoke County, North 
Carolina, and spotted the aircraft landing on the runway. The 
Cobra helicopter was low on fuel and diverted to Fayetteville, 

North Carolina, but the King Air remained on surveillance but 
was afraid to land on the airfield because there was not enough 
room once the suspect plane had landed and remained in the middle 
of the runway . The King Air Customs pilot also was concerned about 
Fort Bragg restricted areas and was concerned about flying over 
restricted areas in order to approach from the opposite direction. 
Upon interception by investigating Agents, there were no persons 
around the plane, but GENE PAUL THACKER 's palm print was found 
on an auxiliary fuel tank on the side which could have only been 
put there by someone installing that tank. Investigating Agents 
confiscated 1,000 pounds of marijuana, and a short while later 
THORNTON'S Probation Officer began calling to set up scheduling 
which would allow THORNTON to practice his dcy diving jumps. 
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CE 12G-53;! 

Continuation of FD-302 of 


10/17/85 3 

. , On Page 


b6 

b7C 


I stated he physically put THORNTON with a group of jumpers 
at RAEFORD AVIATION CORPORATION, but all THORNTON did was sky dive. 


I I stated the original broker for the Piper Aztec 

which landed at the RAEFORD AVIATION AIRPORT was MID-SOUTH AVIATION, 
2787 North Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 38127, and their 
registry for the Pi per Aztec was N4749P. The name which appeared 
on the registry was 


b6 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 


named 

wante^ 


I 


I 


n stated that a man in the federal prison system 

fhas all the baokgfound on THACKER’S planes and 

to talk to federal inves tigators in order for him to 

receive preferen tial treatment .| I 


b6 

b7C 


] from[ 


telephone number [ , , 

the person to cont act regard ing information that [ 

regarding THACKER. I I NADDIS npn^ep is 

a PEA Agent who was involved in 


arresting agent for I 
a task force matter 




r 


would be 
may have 
. The 


is this DEA Agent. 


stated that currently a twin Bonanza 


Beechcraft twin 50 airplane, ragistry number 4357D, is in the 
hanger at the RAEFORD AVIATION AIRPORT in Hoke County, and was 
previously owned by THACKER. This plane was seized in Florida 
with a load of cocaine and bought by THACKER through a brokerage 
company and brought back to North Carolina. Preliminary inspection 
by Hoke County authorities indicated the plane was a drug plane 
due to its stripped down condition. 


b6 

b7C 


Lieutenant! 

111^ 


DIVISIO N. Fayettev ille, 
advised | I thatf 


North 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY IDENTIFI CATION 


Carolina, telephone n\amber 


b6 

b7C 


]who was 


a certified flight instructor, was doing commercial flying for 
THACKER for some time, but according to street word is missing due 
to crashing his airplane in a S outh Ameri can flight for THACKER. 
THACKER denies any knowledge of| [and his demise. 


furnished to Special Agent 


the following: 


b6 

b7C 


A photograph of GENE PAUL THACKER dated May 2, 1984. 

A copy of local Raeford newspaper article regarding 
GENE PAUL THACKER with corresponding photograph. 


A copy of Te mporary Airmen certif icate number 
belonging to 


b6 

b7C 


Toll records for telephone numbers 919/875-3261 and 
919/875-9328 for the year, 1983 for RAEFORD AVIATION. 
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Copy of report involving Hoke County Sheriff's 
Department and North Carolina State Bureau of 
Investigation Task Force investigation of 
Piper Aztec, registration, number N4749P, in 
which 1,000 pounds of marijuana was confiscated 
when seized at the RAEFORD AIRPORT in Hoke 
County, North Carolina. 


Through observation by 
described as follows: 


GENE PAUL THACKER 


is 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Scars/Tattoos 

Complexion 

Address 


Employment 
Driver's License 
Social Security 
Nvunber 

Marital Status 
Wife 


White 

Male 

June 21, 1931 
Canada f Kentucky 
5 ' 9 " 

180 pounds 

Hazel 

Gray 

Tattoos on both arms; 

ten inch scar on right arm 

Fair 

Rural Route 1 
Raeford, North Carolina 
(at airport) 

Hoke County, North Carolina 
Self employed 
North Carolina 2323731 
405-38-8786 

Married 
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TBANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

0 Airtelt. 


i 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE; 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 




CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 1 n/p?./RB 


TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) 

FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (12G-533) (P) 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, III; 

NARCOTICS MATTER 

00: LOUISVILLE 


Re Louisville teletype to Charlotte, 9/25 /85, and 
telephone conversation between SaI 


Resident Agency, and SA 
10/18/85. 


Fayetteville 
] Louisville, Kentucky , on 


Enclosed for Louisville are t]i.e following items; 

1 . 


Original and tw o copies of FD-302 interview of 

Deputy, HOKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S 


DEPARTMENT, Raeford, N. C. , along with Agent's 
notes of interview. 

Original and t wo copies of FD-302 interview of 

Supervisor, Narcotics Division, 


North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, 
Fayetteville, N. C., along with Agent's notes 
of interview. 

Original and two copie s of FD-302 interview of 

Special Agent, North 


Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, Lillington, 
N'. C., along with Agent's notes of interview. 

One photograph of GENE PAUL THACKER, along with a 
copy of a newspaper article with a picture of 
THACKER. 




1^- Louisville (Encs. 9) ’ DOCUMFNTfSl ENCLOSED 

2 - Charlotte DO N-T'" ■'■•r 

MAP:lbi 

(4) 




he 

hlC 


he 

hlC 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ i 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


CE 12G-533 


5. Certified, true copy of Tempo rary Airman 


6 . 


8 , 


certificate number f 


belonging to 


Coyer letter and. toll records for telephone 
numbers 919/875-3261 and 919/875-9328 for 
RAE.FOED AVIATION, 

FD-192 Bulky Sheet setting forth evidence 
for otfice of origin (toll records) . 

Copy of report from. North Carolina state 
Bureau of' Investigation- and HOKE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’? DEPARTMENT Task Force joint 
investigation of Piper Aztec airplane 
that was confiscated with 1,000 pounds of 
marijuana at the RAEFORD AVIATION AIRPORT 
in Hoke County, N. C., on 11/26/83. 


9. FD-597 regarding receipt of toll records. 


Interview of 
DEPARTMENT, Raeford, N 


HOKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
revealed that GENE PAUL THACKER 


is the Manager of the RAEFORD AVIATION CORPORATION in Hoke 
County, N. C., and was involved in a drug conspiracy case 
and ind icted in Jacksonville, Florida, in November, 1983. 

verified that THACKER does have affiliations with the 


Golden Knights of Fort Bragg, N* C., and a known drug transporting 
airplane was seized at RAEFORD AVIATION and confiscated by Task 
Forces of the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation and 
HOKE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, a.long with 1,000 pounds of 
marijuana on 11/26/83. 


. Supervisor, Narcotics Division, State 

Bureau of Investigation, Fayetteville, N. C., verified that 
North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation has ongoing drug 
investigations involvincr GENE PAUL THACKTCR , and during 

2 
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FBI 



XBANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ ! 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSiFiCATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 


Date 


CE 12G-533 


investigation involving the confiscation of an airplane and 
1,000 pounds of marijuana, a palm print was taken off of a 
stainless steel auxiliary gas tank which belonged to GENE PAUL 
THACKER, but THACKER was never indicted in Fayetteville, but 
this information was part of an. indictment in Jacksonville, 

Florida, where THACKER was charged with conspiracy. 

I Special Agent, North Carolina 

State Bureau of Investigation, Lillington, N. C., has had active 
ongoing investigat ion on GENE PAUL THACKER, for about two or three 
years. I I was present during confiscation of airplane 

found at RAEFORD AVIATION CORPORATION and f ollowed clos ely the 
trial proceedings in Jacksonyille, Florida. I 1 weg 

approached by A NDREW THORNTON’ S. Probation, Officer from Lexington, 
Kentucky, named P . I about utilization of RAEFORD AVIATION 

for sky diving practice . | .identified THORNTON as well 

as a group of other individuals taking sky diving lessons from 
THACKER at RAEFORD AVIATION as well as verifying that a current 
plane housed at RAEFORD AVIATION had previously belonged to 
THORNTON . 

LEADS: 


CHARLOTTE DIVISION 


AT FAYETTEVILLE,. N. C. 


Will, according to abov e-referenced telephone call, 
furnish background information on^ 


Will contact Security Supervisor, CAROLINA TELEPHONE 
AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, for toll records for telephone mombers 
919/875-3261 and 919/875-9328 as well as 919/875-8865, upon 
receipt of Grand Jury subpoena from Louisville Division. 


Investigation continuing. 


Approved: 


Transmitted Per 

(Number) (Time) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 


Oatt of transcription. 


10/24/85 


Resident Agent in Charge, 


U. S. DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATIO N. Knoxville. TpnnASHfgp . 
served an administrative subpoena to 


HOLIDAY INN, Alcoa Highway, Alcoa, Tennessee, for all records 
of guests staying at HOLIDAY INN, Alcoa Highway, Alcoa, Tennessee, 
during the months of August and September, 1985. 

A review of these records reflect the following persons 
were guests of the motel during the month of September, 1985 
and checked out of the motel on September 11, 1985, or September 12, 
1985: 

Arrival 


Date 


Guest' Name 

Address 

Departure 

September 

1985 

9, 



September 

1985 

September 

1985 

10, 



September 

1985 

September 

1985 

5, 



September 

1985 

September 

1985 

10, 



September 

1985 

September 

1985 

10, 



September 

1985 
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b7C 


b6 


imxitlaatkMt on. 

.r 


10/17/85 


.»t. 


Alcoa, Tennessee 


.F)l« • 


/ did 


.Data dictated. 


KX 149A-138 


10/21/85 
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Tim docuffiont contains noithar racommondatlont nor conclusions of the FBI. It is tha property of tne FBI and is loaned to yout agency, 
a and as contants ara not to oa distrioutad outside your agency. 




KX 149A-138 


ition of interview of*. 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 


Arrival 

Date 


September 10 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 

September 10 , 
1985 

September 8, 
1985 


September 9 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 9 , 
1985 


September 9 , 
1985 


Guest Name 


Address 



Departure 


September 12, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 

September 12, 
1985 

September 12, 
1985 


September 12 
1985 


September 12 
1985 


September 10 
1985 


September 10 




KX 149A-138 


FD-302a (3-8-83) 


Continuation of interview of . 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 


, Page . 


- 3 - 


Arrival 

Date 

September 9 . 
1985 


September 9 , 
1985 

September 5 , 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


Not shown 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11,| 
1985 


September 11,| 
1985 

September 11,| 
1985 

September 10 J 
1985 

September 10 J 
1985 


Guest Name 


Address 



Departure 

September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 

September 10 , 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 

September 12, 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 

September 12, 
1985 
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HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 
Continualion ol interviaw oJ 


On 10/17/85 


. . Pag* 
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Arrival 

Date Guest Name Address 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


Departure 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 

September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


-September 12, 
1985 
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KX 149A-138 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS On 10/17/85 -5- 

ContinuaHon of Intarviaw of 


Arrival 

Date Guest Name Address Departure 


September 11, 
1985 


10:43 AM, 
September 13 , 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 

September 10 , 


September 11, 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 

September 10 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 
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HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


ConthHiation of interviaw of. 


. On 10/17/85 


. . Pago. 


- 6 - 


Arrival 


Date 

Guest Name Address 

Departure 

September 1 1 , 


September 12 

1985 


1985 

September 1 1 , 


September 12 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 


September 13 

1985 


1985 

September 10, 


September 13 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 


September 13 

1985 


1985 

September 9, 


September 12 

1985 


1985 

September 1 1 , 


September 12 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 


September 12 

1985 


1985 

September 10 , 


September 11 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 


September 12 

1985 


1985 
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Arrival 

Date 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 10 , 
1985 


September 9, 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


Guest Name 


Address 



Departure 

September 13, 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 

September 13 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 

September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 
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HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 
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Arrival 

Date 

September 11, 
1985 


September 10 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 10 , 
1985 


September 10 , 
1985 


Guest Name 


Address 


Departure 

September 12 , 
1985 


■September 11, 
' 1985 


September 13, 
1985 


September 13, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 
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HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 
Continuation of interviaw of 


On 10/17/85 - 9 - 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10 , 
1985 


September 9, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1585 


Departure 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 12 , 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


Arrival 

Date Guest Name Address 
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HOLIDAY INN RECORDS On 10/17/85 

ConUnuation of inlaortaw of 

Arrival 

Dsts Guest Name Address 


September 1 0 , 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 ■ 

September 11, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


Departure 

September 12, 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 (?) 


September 13 , 
1985 

September 12 , 
1985 

September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 12 , 
1985 


September 11, 
.1985 
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September 10, 
1985 


September 1 1 , 
1985 
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Continuation of intefviaw of . 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 


Arrival 

Date 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 'll! 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


Guest Name 


Address 


Departure 



September 

1985 

13, 

September 

1985 

12, 

September 

1985 

12, 

September 

1985 

12, 

September 

1985 

12, 

September 

1985 

11, 

September 

1985 

11, 

September 

1985 

13, 

September 

1985 

12, 

September 

12, 
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Arrival 

Date 


Guest Name 


Address 


Departure 


September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 1 1 , 


September 

1985 


1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 1 1 , 


Septeipber 

1985 


1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 
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Continuation of interviaw of . 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 -13- 


Arrival 

Date Guest Name Address 


September 11, 
1985 

September 1 1 , 
1985 


'September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 9 , 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 11,- 
1985 


Departure 

September 

1985 

September 

1985 

September 

1985 


September 

1985 


September 

1985 


September 

1985 


September 

1985 


September 

1985 


September 

1985 


12 , 

12 , 

12 , 

13, 

12 , 

12 , 

12 , 

12 , 

12 , 


L 
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September 12, 
1985 
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ContinuaHon of kiterviaw of. 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 


Arrival 

Date 


Guest Name 


Address 


Departure 


September 

10, 

1985 


September 

9, 

1985 


September 

10, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

10, 

1985 


September 

9, 

1985 


September 

10, 

1985 


September 

10-, 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

12, 

1985 


September 

12, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 

1985 


September 

11, 






FD-302* (3-8-83) 


KX 149A-138 


Continuation of interviaw of . 


HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


On 10/17/85 


. , Pag*. 


- 15 - 


Arrival 

Date 


Guest Name 


Address 


Departure 


September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 

September 11, 
1985 


September 

1985 




b6 

blC 




FD-302* (3-8-83) 




FD-302t (3-8-83) 


Ir 


KX 149A-138 


Cont.nu.>k>no<int>rvi.wol HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 


Arrival 

Date Guest Name 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 

September 10, 
1985 


September 10, 
1985 


On 10/17/85 P.Q. - 1 


Address Departure 


September 11 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 12, 
1985 


September 12 
1985 


September 11 
1985 


September 11 
1985 

September 11 
1985 


September 11 
1985 


September 11, 
1985 


September 12 



FD-302a (3-8-83) 


> 




KX 149A-138 



HOLIDAY INN RECORDS 
ContiiHMtion of interviow of 


On 10/17/85 - 18 - 


Arrival 

Date 


September 

1985 

September 

1985 


11 , 

11 , 


Guest Name Address Departure 


September 1 1 , 
1985 

September 12 , 
1985 


NO SHOWS AND CANCELLATIONS 


Scheduled 

to Arrive Guest Name Address 



September 11, 
1985 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


(Party of one, cancellat ion ) 










FD-36 (Rev. S-26-82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
^ AIRTEL 


FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 10/28/ 85 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


TO: 

FROM: 


SAC, ATLANTA (149A-703) (P) (SQUAD 8) 


SAC, KNOXVILLE (149A-138) (P) 

UNSUBS; V ^ 

DESTRUCTION p^vCE'SSNA 208, 

TAIL NUMBER Ns'sXcC; 

DAMV; \ 

NARCOTICS; 

(00: ATLANTA) 




Re Atlanta teletype to Knoxville, dated 10/10/85. 

Enclosed for Atlanta and Louisville Divisions are 
two copies each of FD-302 reflecting investigation conducted 

I ' I — 


by lA 


at Alcoa, Tennessee, on 10/17/85. 


For information of Louisville Division, referenced 
airtel requested Knoxville Division to determine subscriber 
to telephone number (615) 970-3060 in Maryville, Tennessee, 
which was called from the residence telephone of DAVID 
WILLIAMS at 6:53 PM, on 9/11/85. One Atlanta source has 
stated that WILLIAMS was scheduled to pick up ANDREW THORNTON 
at PEACHTREE-DEKALB AIRPORT on the evening of 9/11/85, and 
Atlanta believes the subscriber of this Maryville, Tennessee, 
number may have significant knowledge of or may have been 
involved with the THORNTON' s/ WILLIAMS ' narcotics organization. 


Atlanta (Enc.-2) 

0- Louisville (Enc.-2) 
2 - Knoxville 
RES: did 
( 6 ) 


b6 

b7C 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


.3 03 - 

Per.„ .. > ) 


(Number) 





C cxJ 



b6 

b7C 



KX 149A-138 


A review of the public source directories for 
Maryville, Tennessee, reflects telephone nurober (615) 970-3060 
is assigned to the HOLIDAY INN, Alcoa Highway, Alcoa, Tennessee, 
which is located near the Knoxville Airport. 

On 10/17/85, motel records for HOLIDAY INN, Alcoa 
Highway, were reviewed by DEA and FBI and a list of all guests 
staying at this motel during pertinent period of time was obtained. 

Atlanta and Louisville being furnished copies of this 
information for whatever assistance it may be in captioned 
investigation . 


'C (149A-703) (P) (SQ S) 


311/0024 


TO DIRs;CTOR ROUTIME NOV 7, 1985 

LOVISVILLE ROUTINE 


RT 

VNCL4 

ATr'’TIONj GENERAL PROPERTY CRIMES SECTION/ 

ORGANIZED CRIME/MARCOTICS DIVISION. 


■ACTION ONE OF TWO". 

D^STRUCTIO’'^ CETSSNA 208, TAIL N551CC, SERIAL 208-00017, 
09/29/85, JF''”(i.\is3URG..j' GEORGIA? DAMV? NARCOTICS; 00? ATLANTA. 
ANDREW CART’^R THORNTON, II? NARCOTICSCD) ? 00? LOUISVILLE. 
CATLA*’TA file 12D-738). 

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO FBIHO, OCTOBER 8, 1985; FBIHQ 

TFLCALL TO ATLANTA, NOVEMBER 6, 198 5. 

SET FORTH BELOW ARE SUMMARIES OF THE SABOTAGE AND NAR- 


COTICS INVESTIGATIONS IN CAPTIONED MATTERS. 
sabotage INVESTIGATION: 







c/a- 



A{1^ 





PAf^r TVO (AT 149A-703) UNCLAS 

TXAMIN'ATIO^I BY FBI LABORATORY OF FUEL SAMPLES AMD EQUIP- 
'^MT FRO^M CAPTIOMED AIRCRAFT SUBMITTED BY ATLAMTA, THAT FUEL 
TA'-^'PLE'^ SUBMITTED TO IT BY CINCINNATI 'FORM THE XENIA, OHIO, 

^lEL CO'iTAMINATIOM ON THE WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 14 - 15, 1985, 

'^AVE R»^SULTED IN AN INITIAL FINDING BY LABORATORY THAT NO SUGAR 
WAS FOUND IN ANY OF THE ITEMS SUBMITTED, LABORATORY HAS IDEN- 
TIFIP'D THE PRESENCE OF WATER, IRON, WHICH MAY HAVE COME FROM 

RnSTIMS FIPL DUMPS, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES, WHICH HAVE BEEN CALLED 
"UNCLASSIFIaBLE". INDEPENDENT LABORATORY EXAMINATIONS OF FUEL 

■'^■■?PLF3 BY CESSNA AIRCRAFT IN WHICHITA, KANSAS, PRATT & WHITNEY, 

'O-’TREAL, CANADA, AND LABORATORIES AT GEORGIA TECH, ATLANTA, 

G'~ORGIA, HAVE ALSO FAILED TO FIND ANY PRESENCE OF SUGAR IN THEIR 

R’~SPECTIVE SAMPLES. WATER HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE' SAMPLES IN 

VARIOUS PERCENTAGES. 

I'''TERVIEWS OF YOUNG PETROLEUM, GRIFFIN, GEORGIA, PERSONNEL 
INVOLVED TV the SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF THE FUEL BEING USED OVER 
THE WEF\END OF THE CRASH OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT, ALONG WITH SAMPLES 
TAFFN FROM THE SUPPLIER, HAVE ELIMINATED THE SOURCE OF SUPPLY AS 
HAVING VJATFR CONTAMINATION. INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH OF INDIVIDUAL 
"AKIN^ THE FUEL DELIVERY ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1985, HAS REVEALED THAT 


PAG^ THR^P’ (AT 149A-703) UKCLAS 

Hi DID -OT Hf-TTY ALL OF THE DRUiviS PRIOR TO PU^JPING FUEL INTO THEM. 
THZ MI 'IE fuel drums INVOLVED HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN DELIVERED FULL 

TO THE WESTUIMD SPORTS PARACHUTE CENTER BY GRIFFIN PETROLEUM ON 
•JULY 12 , 1S85, AMD HAD BEEN LEFT UNATTENDED IN VARYING STAGES OF 
!U«LLNFSS AT THAT LOCATION FROM THAT POINT IN TIME UNTIL THEY WERE 
REFUELED 0^’ SEPTEMBER 26, 198 5. THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, 
A-^HE'/ILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, HAS PROVIDED PRECIPITATION RECORDS TO 
HOW THAT FROM JULY 12 - SEPTEMBER 26, 198 5, AN EXCESS OF TWELVE 
j’-CHF*^ OF RAIN FFLL AT A MEASUREMENT STATION WEST OF WESTWIND, AND 
O'/P’R VI ME INCHES FELL AT A SIMILAR STATION EAST OF WESTWIND. MSA- 
SUR'- E-'TS HAVE BEEN TAKEN OF THE DRUMS AND REVEALED THAT APPROXIM- 
ATELY OVE AND ONE QUARTER GALLONS OF WATER WILL ACCUMULATE ON TOP 
OE the DRUMS BEFORE IT WILL OVERFLOW THE DRUMS RAISED LIP. 

INTERVIEW OF PERSONNEL AT DOBBINS AIR FORCE BASE, MARIETTA, 
C"ORGIA, HAS REVEALED A CONSTANT PROBLEM WITH WATER INFILTRATION' 

0^ DRUMS LEFT STANDING IN A VERTICAL POSITION OUT IN THE WEATHER. 
DaYTI-^E HEAT WILL CAUSE CONTENTS TO EXPAND, FORCING OUT AIR FROM 
r’SIDE THE DRUMS, NIGHTTIME COOLING AND CONTRACTION CAUSES A VACCUM 
TO FORM WHICH RESULTS IN FLUIDS LEFT ON THE TOP OF THE DRUMS BEING 
SUCKED INTO THE DRUMS, WHETHER THE CAPS ON THE DRUM TOPS ARE SEALED 


‘ FA'^E FOUR (AT 149A-703) UNCLAS 
Ir'ITH 3ASKETTS OR ?JOT. 

rJTERVIEl>»S OF WITNESSES HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT SOME OF THE DRUMS 
AT WSSTWIX'D WERE LEFT IN VERTICAL POSITION, BUT HAVE FAILED TO ES- 
TABLISH HOW MANY OR FOR HOW LONG. 

INTERVIEWS OF WITNESSES AT XENIA,, OHIO, HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT 
THE DRUMS USED AT THAT LOCATION WERE LEFT STANDING BEHIND AN OUTHOUSE 

RDR SEVERAL MONTHS, WERE HEARD TO CONTAIN AN UNKNOWN LIPUID, WERE 
APPAREVTLY NOT EMPTIED PRIOR TO REFUELING, AND WERE NOT LOOKED INTO 

PRIOR TO RF’^UELING. 

examination OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFTS ENGINE BY PRATT & WHITNEY, 

'Or-’TREAL, CANADA, REVEALED SOME CONTAMINATION OF THE E.NGINE BUT NOT 
ECOUSH TO STOP THE FLOW OF FUEL TO THE ENGINE, ALONG WITH A FUEL 
^AMPL^ that was 30 WATER. PRATT & WHITNEY ADVISES THAT A CONTROLLED 
5w - 50 MIXTURE AND WATER WILL BURN IN THEIR ENGINE, BUT ESTIMATES 

V¥\RY AS TO THE AMOUNT OF THE CONTINUOUS STREAM OF WATER NEEDED TO 
PUT THE FIRE IN A TURBOPROP OUT, RANGING FROM A CUP OR LESS BY CESSNA 
AIRCRAFT, TO ABOUT ONE PINT BY PRATT & WHITNEY. INTERVIEWS AT CESSNA 
have R'^hfalED THAT THE PILOT OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT WOULD HAVE NO 
WAR."IN3 THAT THE ENGINE WAS ABOUT TO SHUT DOWN, AND THAT WHEN HE REA- 
LIZED THAT HE HAD A PROBLEM, WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN MORE CONCERNED, 


P^v-F Piy^ (flX 149A-703) UMCLAS 

(M HIS ALTITUD!:, APPROXI^IATELY 500 FEET, AND WITH HIS LOAD, 
SIXTFF'i SKYDIVERS, THAN WITH TRYING TO LAND THE AIRCRAFT. 

MEASUREMENT OF THE WATER REMAINING IN THE NINE DRUMS IN 
'E’.I CUSTODY HAS ESTABLISHED OUANTITIES RANGING FROM ZERO TO 
JUST OVER ONE gallon. FBI LABORATORYS FINAL REPORT WILL IN- 
CLUDE THE QUANTITY OF WATER FOUND IN THE SAMPLE SUBMITTED TO 
IT. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT APPROXIMATELY THREE GALLONS OF 


EATJ^R WERE TAKEN FROM ONE DRUM BEFORE A VALID SAMPLE COULD BE 
TAKEN ON OCTOBER 5, 1985. 

INVESTIGATION TO DATE HAS INCLUDED THE INTERVIEW AND POLY- 

AT THE 


GRAPH OF A 


TrF. OF THE CRASH, AS WELL AS THE INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH OF 

A PILOT FIRED FOR INCOMPETENCE BY WILLIAMS IN EARLY AUGUST, 1985. 
P-OTK IJJDIVIDUALS PASSED THE POLYGRAPH. INTERVIEW OF OTHER GIRL- 

?RIE"DS, BUSINESS ASSOCIATES, ACQUAINTANCES, COMPETING PILOTS, 

R-L&TIVES, SKYDIVERS, AND NEIGHBORS OF THE WESTWIND SPORTS PARA- 

CIUTF CENTER, HAVE FAILED TO IDENTIFY ANYONE WHO DISLIKED WILLIAMS 


OR PERSONNEL AT THE PARACHUTE CENTER ENOUGH TO SABOTAGE WILLIAMS 
AIRCRAFT. NO WITNESSES HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO ANY POSSIBLE 
FA30TAGE ATTEMPTS OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT. 



PA9F SIX (AT 149A-703) UMCLAS 

0 ■’ M0V?"'8ER 6 1985, MATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

(’TSB), ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE WHEREIN THEY 
R'^PORTED TO THE ^’SDIA THE FINDINGS OF THE GEORGIA TECH LABORATORY 

OA' SA'VLFS THAT NTS3 SUBMITTED TO THEM WHICH SHOWED THE PRE- 
Sr.'CE OF mater but not of SUGAR. 

ATLA'*TA DIVISION HAS SET FORTH LEADS TO INVESTIGATE THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE SUICIDE OF RONNIE REUTLIMGER, A 
"KYDIVFR FROM ORLANDO, FLORIDA, SHORTLY AFTER CAPTIONED CRASH, 

T-'ERE A -’OTE WAS ALLEGEDLY LEFT STATING HE "COULDNT HURT ANYONE 
ANYMORE". ATLANTA IS AWAITING THE COMPLETION OF THE LABORATORY 

EXAMS OF SAMPLES SUBMITTED, AND THE FOLLOWING REPORT BEFORE MAKING 
A final decision on NECESSITY OF ANY ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION RE- 
GARDING THE SABOTAGE OF CAPTIONED AIRCRAFT, ASSISTANCE OF THE 
''ISUAL INVESTIGATIVE ANALYSIS GROUP, ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT, INVES- 
TIGATIVE SUPPORT SECTION, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, WILL NOT 
BE NEtroED AT THIS TIME. 

’’ARCOTICS SUMMARY: 

ATLANTA AND NEW YORK AGENTS INTERVIEWED RUBEN SOTO IN BROOKLYN, 
8T 


’•'ZCZC”OO2104 

LS 

D' AT 




^ ?8K'''11Z ^OV 85 

ATLANTA (149A-703) (P) (SO 8) 

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE 


LOUISVILLE ROUTINE 
3T 


311/0025 
NOV 7, 1985 


U’CLAS 

ATTENTION: GENERAL PROPERTY CRIMES SECTION/ 

ORGANIZED CRIME/NARCOTICS DIVISION. 

E'^OTION TWO OF TWO 

D«'STRUCTIOv OF CESSNA 208, TAIL N551CC, SERIAL 
208-00017, SEPTEMBER 29, 1985, JENKINSBURG, GEORGIAl 
DAMV; NARCOTICS; .00: ATLANTA. 

A"DREW CARTER THORNTON, II; NARCOTICS(D) ; 00: LOUISVILLE. 

•'FW YORK, 0" OCTOBER 12, 1985. DURING THIS INTERVIEW, SOTO, 
SIGNED STATEMENT ADMITTING THE FOLLOWING: 


SOTO HAD TRAVELLED TO ATLANTA TO MEET DAVID WILLIAMS ON 

A CO^’ERICAL AIRLINER ON SEPTEMBER 10, 1985 AT THE REQUEST 0~F 
A‘-’OREW THORNTON, AND AN INDIVIDUAL HE KNEW THROUGH THEIR MUTUAL 


. T‘‘0 (4T 149A-703) UNCLAS 


AV'IO umnKSl IN SKYDIVING. WILLIA:»!S, SOTO, AND ANOTHER INDIVI- 
DUAL WERE TO ACT AS A GROUND CREW FOR A LOAD OF COCAINE THAT 


WAC TO ARRIVE IN GEORGIA ON SEPTEMBER 10, 1985, IN AN AIRPLANE. 
PILOTED 3Y THORNTON. AT APPROXIMATELY 6:00 P.M. , SEPTEMBER 10, 


1985, THE THIRD MEMBER OF THE GROUND CREW, WHO ATLANTA DIVISION 

ARRIVED AT WILLIAMS 


'LIFVES WAS 


RESIDENCE, WHERE SOTO AND WILLIAMS WERE WAITING. WILLIAMS AND 
THIS INDIVIDUAL HAD A PRIVATE DISCUSSION AFTERWHICH THE INDIVIDUAL 
DEPARTED AT APPROXIMATELY 6:45 P.M. SOTO AND WILLIAMS DROVE TO THE 

'CSTWIND SPORT PARACHUTE CLUB, BUTTS COUNTY, GEORGIA, WHICH WAS DE- 
SIG''ATrD AS A PRIMARY OFF-LOAD SITE FOR THE COCAINE. THE ORIGINAL 
PLA" WAS TO HAVE TH'ORNTON LAND AT THE WESTWIND CLUB AT DUSK, AND 
OPS'- LOAD THE COCAINE. THE THIRD INDIVIDUAL WAS TO RECEIVED THE 
XICAIN^ AND DELIVER IT TO A LOCATION UNKNOWN TO SOTO. SOTO AND 
WILLIA^^S WERE TO FOLLOW THE COCAINE AND INSURE THAT IT WAS BEING 
PROTECTED. SOTO DIO NOT KNOW THE AMOUNT OF THE COCAINE INVOLVED 
OR ITS D^^STINATION. FOR HIS PART IN THE SCHEME, SOTO WAS TO BE 
PAID 110,000.00. WILLIAMS AND SOTO ARRIVED AT WESTWIND AT APPROXI- 
'^ATELY 7:45 P.M. THE THIRD MEMBER OF THE CREW WAS PARKED IN THE 
WOODS VEAR THE PARACHUTE DROP ZONE. SOTO AND WILLIAMS WAITED AT 



4 ' 


THR'tE (AT 149A-703) IJi^CLAS 

'.•f.Si I'D UA'TIL approximately 9:00 P.M. BY THAT TIME, IT APPEARED 
TO V'TLLIAMS THAT THORfJTO^J HAD DECIDED TO BYPASS THE PRIMARY DROP 
ZO'": A TO 5TLY DIRECTLY TO THE SECONDARY DROP ZONE VJHICH WAS AN 
ORC'-ARD ON A MOUNTAIN TOP IN NORTH GEORGIA. WILLIAMS AND THORNTONS 
E^C UP PLAN WAS TO FLY TO THE SECONDARY DROP ZONE WHERE THE SECOND 
I DIVIDUAL IN THORNTONS PLA^3E WOULD JUMP AND THORNTON WOULD DROP 
T”;:. COCAI''E BY PARACHUTE WHERE WILLIAMS, SOTO, AND THIS INDIVIDUAL 
MDULD PICT IT UP. SOTO AND WILLIAMS DROVE TO THIS SITE AFTER LEAVING 
WESr'rCD AND ARRIVED THERE AT APPROXIMATELY 11:00 P.M. AFTER SEARCHING 

THIS AREA FOR A SHORT TIME AND FINDING NO COCAINE OR PARACHUTES, 
WILLIA'-'S AND SOTO RETURNED TO WILLIAMS RESIDENCE IN ATLANTA. 

'i'OTO SPENT THE FOLLOWING DAY AT WILLIAMS HOUSE AND, WHEN 
WILLIAMS RETURNED FROM WORK AT APPROXIMATELY 5:30 P.M., ON 
?"PTE-'BER 11 , 1985, HE AND SOTO LEA'RNED OF THORNTONS DEATH 
0” THE TELEVISION NEWS. WILLIAMS AND SOTO BECAME CONCERNED 

0-/ER THIS AND DROVE IMMEDIATELY TO THE ATLANTA AIRPORT, WHERE- 
U-=OV SOTO BOARDED A COMMERCIAL AIRLINER AND RETURNED TO NEW YORK. 

WILLIAMS PAID FOR SOTOS TICKET WITH HIS AMERICAN EXPRESS HARD. 

AFTER SOTO MADE THE ABOVE STATEMENT,! 


1 


b3 


PAOi” FOUR (AT I49A-703) UNCLAS 


OM 


WENT 

PRA ’D JURY IN 


IN 

answer TO 

U?OX THE ADVICE OF COUNSEL; 


REFUSED TO 

GARDING 



Of OCTOBER 23, 1985, SA 



ATLANTA DIVISION, 


TRAVELLED TO K NOXVILLE. TENN ESSEE TO PARTICIPATE IN CONFERENCE 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. THE KNOXVILLE 


BEADED BY AUSA 


OFFICE OF THE DEA HAS BEEN CONDUCTING A LARGE SCALE INVESTIGATION 
OD'VCERNIVG THORNTONS COCAINE DISTRIBUTION NETWORK FOR SEVERAL 

REQUESTED THAT ALL 


"'ONTHS. AT THIS CONFERENCE, AUSA 


"ARCOTICS information RE THORNTON BE TURNED OVER TO THE USA, 
T^’OXVIL?-E, FOR ULTIMATE PROSECUTION. DURING THIS CONFERENCE, IT HAS 

lAD TESTIFIED BEFORE THE FEDERAL GRAND 

Iand had been 


RFTFA 

UURY, 

-ED THAT 


H 





EXTENSIVE ATLANTA INVESTIGATION INTO THIS MATTER, INCLUDING 
YRTAD INTERVIEWS WITH ASSOCIATES AND RELATIVES, INDICATES THAT 
WTLLIA'^S 0\'LY BECAME INVOLVED WITH NARCOTICS IN THE VERY RECENT . 
P4"T. INVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED THAT WILLIMAS HAD E^©EZZLED AP- 
PROXI'ATELY 1300,000.00 FROM HIS COMPANY, MID-STATES GROUP, IN ORDER 


b3 

b6 

b7C 




b6 
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b3 , 

b6 

b7C 
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Pive (AT 149A-703) UNCLAS 

TO 6LI''VIATE TMF DTEP D'^BT VmiCH HIS FAST PACED LIFE STYLE AND RF- 
T AC'^UISITIO^' OF A 1750,000.00 AIRPLANE CAUSED HI!^. IT APPEARS 
LT 'ELY THAT VlILLIAf^S WAS DRIVEN TO FINANCIAL DESPERATION AND SOUGHT 
TO FAKE A SI^’GLE DRUG DEAL WITH ANDREW THORNTON TO BAIL HIMSELF OUT. 
DUE TO THE EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN KNOXVILLE, 
THEIR DESIRE TO PROSECUTE THE PRINCIPALS, ATLANTA DIVISION IN- 
T~'lOS TO forward THE RESULTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION TO LOUISVILLE 
:^R DISSE-'INATIOM AS IS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. ATLANTA BELIEVES THAT 
A ^^HORITY OF THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD B E TURNED OVER TO AU SA 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. AUSA NDGA, 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, CONCURS WITH THIS RECOMMENDATION. 

3T 



I-?' II 
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L‘ 
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' LOni8i/.TLLf' (I2D-323) (P) 

TO OJ^-CTOR PRIORITY 
ati^/’Ta (1 00-7 33) ROUn'^T ' 
OT'TLL" (1 ‘^0-377) ROUTIYP 


I 


'■‘0LA.8 

C<^R'nR TH0R*:T0'’, II (0SC’=’ASRD); narcotics fIftTTPR: 00.* 
LO'-TM/ILL*". 


R7 ATL/^^'TA TTUTTYPE TO THE BUREAU AYD LOUISVILLE DATED 
E', 158~. 

]DR_J[\T0R'1ATI0'' of THE BUREAU, ON NOVEi^ER 6, 1985, 

ADV I S EP THAT HE RECENTLY WAS IN RECEIPT OF I YFORfviATION 
T"DICATTA'a that 
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LOUIS, 'ILL'i '-’ILL C0\»TI'JU5 CO\'T<\CTS "ITH THL SOURCK RFGAROir->G 
R Oc’/^LOR'IE vTS REGAR0I'’0 above ‘^'lENTIOf'JED IN’CIDEN’T AUD ’'JILL 
rJTEREOTED OFFICES OF PFRTIREWT REVFLO Pf^EMTS . 


PD-491 (Rev. 1-17-77) 


UNITED STATES^pVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



LOUISVILLE 12G-303 
INDIANAPOLIS (12G-395 


) 


subject: 

aNDREW CARTER THORTON- -U. 

(Title) 



date: 12/6/86 


□^RUC 

( I File Destruction Program 


Enclosed are 3 items. 

These items are forwarded your office since: 

n?l All logical investigation completed in this Division 




ou were 00 at the time our case was RUC’d. 


Enclosures are described as follows: 


1 Original FD 302 of 

1 Set of Interview notes of 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Enr. 





TOt SAC, MOBILE 


PROM: 

SOBJECTs 


SAC, hTLmm (12D~738> 

AM>REW CARTER THORl^N, 
NARCOTICS 15ATTER; 

00:LS 


(P) 

II? 


(SQ 6) 


Re Charlotte airtel to Atlanta dated 10/28/85. 

In ref erenoed airtel Charlotte Division requested that 
Atlanta contact f I pEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

(FAA), Atlanta, Georgia, and request that a detailed copy of the 
FAA report concerning the crash of a Cessna 404 aircraft in 
North Car olina th at occurred on 9/11/8 B, be forwarded to Mobile 
Division. | | was contacted on 11/22/85, and he agreed to 

forward a copy of this report to the FBI Office in Mobi le when 
the report was completed in approximately three months. | | 

further stated that, because no one was injured in this crasn, 
the report would be very short and cover only the cursory details 
of the crash. 
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2 *“ Charlotte 
Louisville 
2 - Mobile 
2 - At3,anta 
CJ0-:djs 

( 8 ) 1 * 
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/ 


|FBI investigates plane crash 


fl 


finds no sugar in fuel 




n ATLANTA (AP) - 
iJthough the FBI has 
X early completed a pro- 
i)e into a plane crash'] 
that killed a pilot and 16 
sky divers in Butts 
County, it has not found 
sugar in the plane’s fuel 
as another federal agen- 
cy did, a newspaper 
said. 

^ Atlanta Constitu- 
tion story, appearing in 
today’s editions, quoted 
unidentified sources* as 
saying the exhaustive 
FBI probe has turned up 
no trace of sugar in the 
uel supply of the 
essna 208 Caravan that 
rashed in Butts County 
>n Sept. 29. Earlier tests 
y the N ational 
Transportation Safety 
Board found the con- 
taminant in relatively, 
large amounts. 


The newspaper did 
say, however, that the 
FBI investigation con- 
firmed the NTSB fin- 
ding that water had 
mixed with the plane’s 
fuel. 

After being informed 
of the NTSB test results 
on Oct. 2, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
opened a probe of its 
own into the possible 
Sabotage of the plane. 

1 A source |:old the 
few^ paper that 
although there’s ‘ ‘still 


some remaining wor k to 
be done .... barring uST“ 
foreseen developments 
or the emergence of 
some new information, 
it’s going to come to a 
conclusion. There’s no 
credible evidence that it 
was sabotage.” 

The Constitution 
quoted the source as 
sa 3 dng the FBI has not 
determined why the 
•plane nose-dived into a 
Jenkinsburgfarm short- 
ly after takeoff, killing 
the pilot and all 16 sky 
divers aboard. That con-' 
elusion, the source said, 
can only be made by the 
NTSB, which has nearly 
completed its o^ field 
investigation of the 
crash; . 

Phone calls by The 
Associated Press to the 
FBI’s Atlanta office 
were not returned Tues- 
day night. 

. The Constitution 
quoted NTSB officials .in 
Atlanta and in 
Washington as saying 
they had received no of- 
ficial laboratory report 
from the FBI and that 
they therefore they 
would not comment on. 
the bureau’s findings. 

NTSB spokesman Ira 
Furman said it may be 
several months before 
the board Issues a fin- 
ding on thei csiuse of the 
crash. ^ 


^__The FBI has con-jt 
ducted hundreds of in-' 
terviews and has utiliz- 
ed a federal grand juryV 
during the five weeks 
since the crash. 

Most of its investiga- 
tion has focused on 
David ‘ ‘Cowboy” 
Williams," an Atlanta 
real estate developer 
and pilot who owned the^ 
plane and used it on 
weekends to ferry 
parachutists. 

Williams, who was 
flying the plane Sept. 29 
was killed in the crash. 

Because the FB^ 
earlier said the plane 
might have been 
sabotaged, agents look- 
ed into Williams’ 
private life, business 
dealings, sky diving 
competitors and his 
relationship with An- 
drew Carter Thornton II 
of Lexington, Ky. The 
two men were friends 
who sky-dived together 
occassionally. 

Early in the m^ing 
of Sept. 11, Tlromton 
: parachuted to his death ' 
in Knoxville, Tenn., 
when his chute ap| 
parently malfunctioned j 
He was found with 7^ 
pounds of cocaine strap- 
ped to his waist. 
Authorities have said 
they also have establish- 
Ted links between Thorn- 
tori and an additional 220 
^pounds of cocaine that 
was parachuted into 
north Georgia. 

The U.S. Drug En- 
liorcement Administra- 
tion, a federal grand 
jury in Knoxville, and 
several Tennessee 
police departments are 
investigating Thorn- 
ton’s death and drug 
activities. ^ I 

Several sources told 
the Constitution th4t 
despite" the FBI’S 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

THE MURRAY LEDGER 
MURRAY, KY., PAGE 
Date: 11/06/85 

Edition: MORNING 


& TIMES 
11 -A 


Titie: FBI INVESTIGATES PLANE 

CRASH AND FINDS NO SUGAR IN 
FUEL 

Character: 
or 

Ciassification: 

Submitting Office: 



indexing: 


ia6-- 


SEARCHED_j/ii/ iNOEXEo" . . 
SERIALiZED_ydi^JLEO 

DECl?, 1985 


LLE 



b6 

b7C 






FBI/DOJ 



jpreliminary conclusioi^ 
■Ebout'the Butts County 
Ijblane crash, authorities 
l^ontinue to investigate 
I links between Williams 
* and Thornton. 

/ The newspaper 
quoted sources as say- 
ing the FBI*s lab scien- 
tists .in Washington 
found ho sugar, also 
known as sucros g. in 


fuel samples taken from 
j Williams’ plane and the 
\ 65-gallon drums at the 
West Wind Sport 
Parachute Center in 
, Jenkinsburg, where 
Williams last fueled 
^ plane. 


and the NTSB) hithei — dues not have its own 
and yon, well, that’s ‘^chemical capabilities” 
possible. But that’s con- and contracts all fu* d 
versation ; it’s not a analysis to labs, he saiJl. 
report.” . Although the fuel 

According to Golden, samples tested by the 
the NTSB fuel analysis FBI were different from 
was conducted by an those tested by the 
unidentified indepen- NTSB, they were takep 
dent laboratory in from the same place i, 
A'^anta, which he would the plane and the We it 
name. The NTSB— Whid cannisters. 


'1 


Even though the Fm 
tests . did find ' excess 
water in both the plane’s 
fuel and the* fuel in the 
' drums , investigators 
lave no reason to 
lelieve that the water 
was added to the fuel 
deliberately, one source 
told the Constitution. 

. The same source said 
the water could'have ac- 
cumulated in the fuel 
drums through leaks 
and seepage during th^j 
rainy summer. 

NTSB spokesman 
Furman said his 
agency’s tests of fuel 
I taken from the plane’s 
; right tank showed an 
avierage of 6 percent 
water in oach sample. 
The water solution in- 
. eluded 2 percent 
sucrose, Furman said. 

JAy Golden, chief of 
the NTSB’s Atlanta fielfj 
^division, said: havjj 

] not seen the FBI report ^ 
![f there was conversa^ 
'^on (between the FBI 
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FBI crash probe reportedly finds * 
no sugar in fuel of sky divers’ plane 


Auoci«t«d PrHi 

ATLAKTA — Preliminary i^ults 
from ^n FBI investigation info a 
plane crash that killed a pilot and 
16 sky divers in September do not 
confirm an earlier probe that found 
sugar in the plane’s fuel supply, a 
newspaper said, 

. A story in today’s Atlanta Consti- 
tution quotes unidentified sources as 
saying the nearly completed FBI in- 
vestigation has turned up no trace of 
sugar in the fuel of the Cessna 208 
Caravan that crashed in Butts Coun- 
^ ty on Sept 29, 

Earlier tests by the National 
Transportation Safety Board found 
the contaminant in relatively large 
amounts. 

The FBI tests did, however, find 
excess water in the plane’s fuel and 
in fuel-storage drums, but investiga- 
tors have no reason to believe the 
water added to the fuel deliber- 
ately, one source told the newspa- 
per. 

The same source said the water 
6ou!d have accumulated in the fuel 
drums through leaks and seepage 
during the rainy summer. 


The NTSB’s tests of fuel taken 
from the plane’s right tank showed 
an average of 5 percent water in 
each sample, according to NTSB 
spokesman Ira Furman, The water 
solution included 2 percent sucrose, 
Furman said. 

The fuel samples tested by the 
FBI were different from those test- 
ed by the NTSB, but they were tak- 
en from the same places, the plane 
and 55-gallon drums at the West 
Wind Sport Parachute Center in Jen- 
kinsburg, where the plane was re- 
fueled. 

The Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion opened an intensive investiga- 
tion into the possible sabotage of the 
plane after being informed of the 
NTSB test results on Oct. 2, 

. NTSB officials in Atlanta and in 
Washington told the newspaper yes- 
terday that they have received no 
official laboratory report from the 
FBI and that they therefore would 
not comment on the bureau’s find- 
ings, 

Furman said it may be several 
months before the board rules on 
the cause of the crash. 

The FBI has conducted hundreds 


of interviews and has used a federal 
grand jury during the five weeks , 
since the crash. Most of its investi- ^ 
gation has focused on David ''Cow- j 
boy” Williams, an Atlanta real- . 
estate developer and pilot who 
owned the plane and used it on . 
weekends to ferry parachutists. 

Williams, who was flying the 
plane Sept 29, was killed in the 
crash. 

FBI agents have looked into Wil- 
liams’ private life, business dealings, 
sky-diving competitors and his rela- 
tionship with reputed cocaine smug- 
gler Andrew Carter Thornton II. 

ThOTiiton, of Lexington, Ky., para- 
chuted to his death in Knoxville, 
Tenn,, on Sept 11. He was found 
with about 75 pounds of cocaine 
strapped to his waist Authorities 
have said they also have established 
links between Thornton and an addi- 
tional 220 pounds of cocaine that 
was parachuted into North Georgia. 

A federal grand jury in Knoxville, 
the U.S, Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration and several Tennessee po- 
lice departments are investigating 
^ Thornton’s death and drug activi- 
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£Sshed plane’s fuel KaH sugar-like substance 


• By MARC RICE 

AMoclattd Pr*n 

ATLANTA — Tests have* shown' 
^-{hat sugar was not present in the 
vfuel of an airplane that crashed 
^Sept 29, killing a pilot and 16 para- 
chutists, a .National Transportation 
^Safety Board official said yesterday. 

. ^ However, board inv^tigator Pres- 
*;^ton Hicks said that a substance simi- 
-lar to sugar was in* the fuel and that 
'ttie fuel In.part of the plane’s engine 
>^contained about 36 percent water. 

Hicks, announcing the latest find- 
^ings from Ihe .investigation into the 
ilcrash.in Butts County, Ga., refused 
^at a news conference to draw any 
^^conclusions on whether sabotage 
^had occurred. He said authorities 
‘"still have not determined the cause 
yt the crash. 

^ ■^ ^A n- i aitial fuel test conducted for 
“^the safety board indicated some sug- 


ar was in the fuel. Because of that, 
authorities investigating the crash 
suggested the plane could have been 
sabotaged. 

Hicks said that the FBI was 
brought into the case after a fuel.' 
analysis performed by an independ- 
ent laboratory indicated , that sugar 
and a small amount of water were 
in the fuel. 

The board then took the samples 
to. Georgia Tech for “additional, 
more sensitive testing that was be-= 
yond the capacity of the first labora- 
tpry,” Hicks said. . : • 

He said the Georgia Tech test 
found a compound, chemically simi- 
lar to sugar, but no real sugar. The 
identity of this compound has not 
been determined, he said. 

Hicks also said that investigators 
found about 36 percent water in the., 
fuel from the fuel-control unit of the 


engine from the downed' Cessna 208 
Caravan. . . 

“There should be no water in the 
unit,” he said. “At what point the 
level of water will adversely affect 
the engine, I can’t say that” 

The Atlanta Constitution reported 
yesterday that tests by the FBI labo- 
ratory had found no trace of sugar 
in the fuel, but did find water in it 
, The newspaper quoted a source * 
,as saying that the FBI had found 
“no credible evidence .that .it was, 
sabotage.” 

The FBI declined to comment on 
the report Hicks said that safety 
board officials have not seen the 
FBI laboratory reports and would 
not comment on them. 

Most of the FBI investigation has 
focused on David “Cowboy” Wil- 
liams, an Atlanta real-estate devel- 
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oper who owned the plane and was 
one of the victims. 

Williams had^^ived with An-, 
drew Carter Thortflon II, who fell to 
his death Sept 11 in' Knoxville, 
Tenn., when a parachute malfunc- 
tioned. Thornton; a former police of- 
ficer in Lexington, Ky., was found 
with about 75 pounds of cocaine 
strapped to his waist 
The Georgia Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, meanwhile, said yesterday that 
a fourth duffel bag of cocaine has 
been found: in a wooded area of 
Fannin County.’ . ' 

The bureau said authorities be-' 
lieve the new bag is linked to. the 
one found on Thornton. 

The bag of 75 pounds of cocaine 
found Tuesday is also similar to 
three other duffel bags found in 
Fannin County several weeks ago 
containing a total of 220 pounds of 
cocaine, said Mike Carothers of the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 

The latest duffel bag, like the oth- 
ers, was found in Chattahoochee Na- 
tional Forest by a U.S. Forest Serv- 
ice worker, Carothers said. 1 . 

Carothers declined to say whethei 
the latest bag was attached to a 
parachute, as the other three werei 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription^ 


12/17/85 


Security Supervisor, CAROLINA 


TELEPHONE AND TE LEGRAPH COMPANY. Tarbo ro. North Carolina, 
telephone nuin T^p-r 
Special Agent 


\iras contacted by 
who identified himself as 


a Special Agent of the FBI and who made known the purpose 
for being there. In accordance with Eastern. District of 
North Ca rolina Grand Jury subpoena issued Noyember 12, 1985, 
furnished the following; 


Toll record information concerning ANDREW CARTER 
THORNTON, III, associate of GENE PAUL THACRER, Manager of 
RAEFORD AVIATION} Raeford, North Carolina, on telephone 
numbers 919/875-3261, 919 /-875-9328 , as well as 919 /875r^8865 , 
for the period January 1, 1985 through the present. 


[stated that telephone number 919/875-9328 

is a telephone booth located outside of RAEFORD AVIATION^ 

The toll records for the telephone booth are in a code which 
must be deciphered by a supervisory personne l for CAROLINA 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH’S Security Division, j [stated 

that the following information is a CAROLINA TELEPHONE AND 
TELEGRAPH identification of telephone numbers ca lled utilizi ng 
the telephone booth outside of RAEFORD AVAITION, 


stated the first four digits re present t he date; an example 
being 0105 as January 5, 1985. | stated the zero should 

be ignored because it divides the two columus. The next four 
digits are revenue on the call; an example 01050260 is equivalent 
to $2,60. The next three digits are tax on the call. The 
next seven digits represent the nujnber subpoenaed and the next 
two digits represent the length of th® call in rainutes, The 
next three digits are accounting designation on calls which 
would represent a,ia, or P»m.t The nej^t seyen digits is the 
number called by the party representing date and time. The 
next four digits is the time of day the call took place and 
the place called. The last four digits represent the total 
of the cost of the call with the second column starting another 
series of phone calls. 


Investigation on». 11/14/85 


by SA 




Fayetteville, N< G< Fue . CE 12Gt>533 

L8 12,d't’3 03- 
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.Date dictated. 


U/J-8/85 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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CE 12G-53 


Continuation of FD-302 of . 



11/14/85 


436-2919 

Sport Parachute Club 
82nd Airborne Division 
Building 1 ET-3826 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

485-4126 
Castle Uniforms 
Bordeaux Shopping Center 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 


844-3601 

Gulledge Ayiation, Inc. 
Laurinburg-Maxton Airport 
RFD2 Box 69 

Maxton, North Carolina 
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CE 12G-53 
Continuation of FD-302 of 


a 


, On 


864-1526 

Raeford Road Animal Hospital 
Highway 401 South (Lake Rim) 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 


867-3372 

MC CROY’s DEPARTMENT STORE 
Cross Creek Mall 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 


11/14/85 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


12/19/85 

Date of transcription 


State Bureau of Investigation, , 
North Carolin ay telephone number 
Special 


Special 
for the 


Agent 

Agent 


"oT the FBI and made known to 


Special Agent, North Carolina 
P ost Office Box 1382, Wilmington, 

was contacted by 

identi fied himsel f as a 

the purpose 


who 


regarding! 


interview, where the following information was supplied: 
,1 I Stated he has only limited infn,rmation 


transactions when 


] has no cu rrent criminal record , he is in | 

land usually fills in for any drug 
cannot make an appointment. 


Al though 


I advised that the 1,000 pounds of marijuana 

that was seized at the RAEFORD AIRPORT was actuall y a tran.Qa r f- i nn 
instituted and was primarily the respons ib ility off 


who is married tol 

n 

Currently, | 

|is livingl 

1 and 

only is described as a 


in his early to mid- 
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Investigation on.„ 12/9/85 


by ^SAJ 


at Fayetteville y N. C. 

IhjL Date dictated 12/9/85 



File # _C E 12_Gt^5 3 3 

1,3 12p/-3 03-^'j2^ 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

a Airtel 


. TO: 
FROM 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION. 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 12/19/85 


SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 


SAC, CHARLOTTE (12G-533) (RUC) 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 
NARCOTICS MATTER 

00: LciuiSVILLE 


Re Louisville teletype to Charlotte, 10/25/85. 

Enclosed for Louisville are the following items; 

1* Original and two' p.np-ip.c; of FD — 302 interview of 

Security Supervisor, CAROLINA 

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, Fayetteville, 

N. C., along with Agent’s notes of interview. 

2* Or iginal and two conies of FD-'302 interview of 
SA North Carolina State 

Bureau of Inve stigation, regard ing background 
information on 

3. FD-617, Administrative Subpena for toll records, 

4. Toll records obtained from 


As no further investigation remains in Charlotte, 
this matter is being placed in an RUC status. 


Louisville (Encs. ^ 
1 - Charlotte 
MAP: lb i 
(3) 


SEARCHED.^_^mOEX£C^ 

DEC 2 3 1985 

- FBI 




4 


X AIRTSL 


12/17/85 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT* 


SAC, CINCINNATI 
SAC, ATLANTA 


T^ 


ANDREW CARTER T30RNT0N, XI 
NARCOTICS (D) 

00? LOUISVILLE 

AT File Number: 12D-738 {P) 

SNSD3 (S)? 

WSTROCTXON OF CESSNA 208, 

-Tail number nssicc? 

DAMV? 

00: ATLANTA ' 

AT Pile Number; 149A~703 (P) 

Enclosed for the Cincinnati and Louisville Division 


¥ 

are copies of letters mailed to the FBI, Atlanta, fromL 

^ mm -mm mm. * ✓X 2 ^ 


lOHIO STATE PRISON, P.O, Box 209, Orient, Ohio. Atlanta 

- • 4 _ . . - . 4_ ^ t urn SI ^ i 2%^ T i « 


has made no attempt to contact this individual, and nothing is 
knovm regarding the accuracy of the information provided in 
these letters. 
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LEADS : 


CINCINNATI DIVISION 
AT ORIENT, OHIO 
Interview Inmatel 


OHIO STATE 


PRISON, Orient, Ohio, regarding the narcotics trafficking organ- 
ization of ANDREW CARTER THORNTON and/or any knowledge he may 
have regarding the crash of DAVID WILLIAMS* Cessna 208 in Butts 
County, Georgia, in which 17 parachutists were killed, 

Cincinnati (Enc. 2) 

Louisville (Enc. 2) 

4 - Atlanta 

(2 - 12D-738) 

(2 - 149A-703) 

CJJ:myb 
( 8 ) 

ADMINISTRAT.T.y’3 : 
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Lengthy period between dictation 


date and date of communication due to stenographic delinquency. 




SEARCHEn_ 
SERiALirCJ , 
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fcOCTOBER 8-1986 


OHIO state BRISON 
P.O. BOX 209 
ORIENT, OHIO, 431 ^■6 

FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATE POST OFFICE 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 

DEAR SIR 

I, I I NOW SERVING TBE IN THE OHIO STATE PRISOK 

AND HAVE SO^'IE AT THE , ATLANTA, NARCOTIC AGENTS, AN F,B,I, NEED TO, 

KNOW ON WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING FOR, AN WHOM. ON MR ANDREW CARTER THORNTON 
AND HIS dealing ON COCAINE, AND WHOM IS INVOLVED IN IT WITH HIM. 

JUST AFTER H E WAS KILL, THE LEXINGTON, KY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
AN FIRE DEPARTMENT WAS UP HERE TO QUESTION., ME ABOUT MR THORTON AN 
HIS DEALING WITH- PEOPLE AT LIVE AT 


MR ANDREW CARTER THORNTON-, WAS DEALING WITH , A 


GATHER ^ MAN AN WIFE, C OMK 
MARRIED I AT 


IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN LIVEING TO 
ION, LAW FOR THE PASS (10 YEARS, FINELY GOT 


AGH 


HAD 


IN 



ENLEGAL, NAME IT 


BY HER MAIDEN NAME, 

IS 

_ 


AGEI I years old, national ALL] 

[TY 


/ 


BORN: AT 


TO cir 
WHICH 


IN 197$ KIDNAPPED & SMALL GIRL IN MIAMI B EACH FLORIDA BRUNG HER 

cinnati,oh: 


10, AND HAD 


PAST HISTORY, 

(EACH flor: 

TO COVER UP FOR, IN 


|dID not KNOW THE CHILE WAS KIDNAPPED, THEN SOLD IT IN 
CINCINNATI, OHIO,. 

JANUARY 1979. SHE AN HUSBOND V/ENT TO MANHATTAN, NEW YOUK AN 

SON 6 WHILE ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL, AND BRUNG 


KIDNAPPED, 




YEARS OLD GIRL AT 



THE CHILE FATHER LIVES AT 

This pass spring; they kidnapped a 
BY THE NAME OF ( | [ AND THE LAST TRACT I CFULD FIND OUT 

FROM PRISON, THE KANTUCKY JUDGE GIVE HER COUSTODY OF IT, 

I HAVE BEEN PRISON FOR 5 YEARS, A N WENT TO PAROLE BOARD 3 TIME 

AND MAKE IT, WHEN. I GET READY TO GO HOME . . . . . . ~ 

PLACE A DETAINER AGAINST ME, TO KEEP ME FROM GETTING OUT, CAUSE THEY 
KNOW AT I CAN SEND BOTH OF THEM TO THE FLORIDA ELECTRIC OHAIR, FOR 
KIDNAPPING^, I WAS SUPPOSE TO GET OUT OCTOBER, 28-1985 1 2'HEY SENT ANOTHER 
DETAINER DOWN ON ME*, l^GW I AM WILL TO TALK TO THE ATLANTA NARICOTIC 
AGENTS, AN F,B,I, WHEN THEY ARRr®D HERE, AND TESTIFIED AGAINST THEM. 

■ OVER . 
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1' OP- SOME OP THEIi ^ARDONS IN COCAINE AN MARIJUANA, DEALERS', 

MR LEWIS PINTO. AGE 51 SERVED TIME PfiR MONEY LAUNDRYING. KILL AT RED 
WOOD, MOTEL, TAMPA, PLORIDA, AFTER TESTIFIED AS A FEDERAL WITTNESS, 
SERV ED 23 MONTHS AT MARION. ILL. PEDERi^ P RISON-, 

I OP | I AT OWEN 

THE LOUNGE. AN STAKE HOUSES, HAVE A FEDERAL SENTENCE (10 YEARS OUT ON 
COUR T BOND. 


AT WAS COUGHT PLYING IN ALAMBA, AT CITY 


AIR PORT, WITH 18 BAGS. M ARIJUANA, LOW ON GASS, 

HAD A SISTER AT LIVE ATI 


FOR THE PERIOD (20 YEARS AT WAS TIDE UP WITH A GROUP AT HAD A SHRIBHP 
BOAT AT WEN*T TO THE BAHANNA 
IN AUGUST OF THIS YEAR 


, ONCE A WEEK TO BRING T] 

fflS GOCATNE BAHK. 


AN 



BURNED BOWN A RACE HORSE BARN DOWN AT THE MILES TRACT ON SOUTH 
BROADWAY, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY. OVER COCAINE AT THE TROOTERS WOULD NOT 
PAY OFF, 

IN 1980 THEY BURN DOWN A RACE HOBSE BARN ON THE PARIS PIKE -JUST OUT 
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, KILLING A LARGE SUM OF RACE HORSES, THE FARM NAME 
WAS THE CASTEL FARM. OVER COCAINE AN MARIJUANA. 

DECEMBER 1979 THEY BURN DOWN THE ROSE BROTHER LUMBER COMPANY AT l?th, 
AND MiADISON, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY. OVER A BILL THEY OWED, AND COCAINE WAS 
DUE IN WHEN THE LUI^ER CAME IN FROM THE SOUTH, 

I RECEIVED AN LETTER JUST BEFORE THE LEXINGTON, KY POLICE CAP® HERE 
AT ON OCTOBER 28-1985, THERE IS AN LOAD OF COCAINE COMMING IN TO THE 
KEENLING RACE TRACK, ON VERSALLES ROAD, JUST OUT OF LEXINGTON, KY, AT THE 
BLUE GRASS AIR PORT. 

AN WIPE, AN SON TO PICK IT UP-. 


200 KILIGO, AND 


TO BE S TORRAGE AT THE KEENLING RACE TRACK. 

this ] I AN WIFE HAVE BEEN MRI JUANA AN COCAINE DEAING I 976 

PLUS KIDNAPPING SMALL CHILDREN, AND SELLING'" THEM. ONCE HAD AN UNivlARRIED 
MOTHERS CLUE, WHERE THEE PAY THE M ATHERS DOCTORS BILL FOR THE BABY. 

THIS FAMELY HAVE (TWO ADDRESS) 


|HAVE (5 CHILDREN, UNDER PONEYS BIRTH RECORDS, SHE TELL 
EVERY ONE AT THEY ARE MINE, SENCE I BEEN LOCK UP. BUT ALL MY CHILDREN IN 
MARRIED OFF AN GONE, MY BABY CHILE IS 3 1 YEARS OLD AN IN SE RVICES , 

- / MY SELF, I AM | |yEARS OLD, AN WIFe | | MARRIED | 

I Aia' STILL IS, BOTH STILL LIVING, ~ AN TOGATHER, "43 'VEARS. HAVE^A COPY 
OF MY LICENS HERE IN PRISON, WITH ME NOW. SP YBUALL COME UP HERE ATTO I 
CAN FILL YOU IN 0® SOME CLUES AT YOU ARE XOOKING FOR. AT NEVERY WILL EE 
•UNCOVER WITH OUT ME, W ILL CLOSE. COME ON SOON . 


YOURS TRULY 
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October 


Ohio State Prison 
^^•0. Box 209 
Orient, Ohio, 43146 
To I 

Federal Bureau iKrv.estigation 
U,S, POST fffice BUILDING 
ATLANTA, GA, 3030I 

^ear Sir 

OOCAME to the Keenland race IrTcl ^ 

HUNDERS KIEOLO. And ia ^ ! October 28-1985'; Around (TWO 

Roadj- and still kSer> eh no* °° Pounds at the club, on RICHMOND 
ANDREW THORNTON. IS DE^. ^ CLOSE BEEN ' 

track, of" trotter ms™”^ SOUTH BROADWAY FIRE AT THE MILES ■" ' 

east MAIN STREET, U^C^OOm.'^™ MOTEL* DOWNTOWNER ON 

each ONE'^Nffi'rNL^D BY ^LT^r^s' ™ 

toZ: i: s^™ ® 

BE THERE. AND HIS MOTHER. AT BEEN IN THE RACKET FOR^m 

TRACT. ^ ^ bating AI THE ROCERS UU STURENCE. NEAR THE 5H^ MH^s - 

AT I I 1 IS ONE BART O F THEM, WORK 

WHlW, PAYOFF MAN, FOR THE GANG^ I 50tha, 

ON IHE PULL BEP^ IT TO LATE, CAN GIVE PULL INPORI.IATION 

I Ivu-Atic INFORMATION AT YOU DONl*T KNOW J^OTT'rl 

I 1 ARS AGO, WHILE ON THE CHICKEN FARM, AtI lljr, ^ 

rase ( HIMP NONE AS MARTttiama t.t « ’ 1 JIB. USED, TO - ' 

m scZl'k^^! peddI 

; “ ;"77 ^ill close, answer soon, ~t— - rv 
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From : g J 
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b7C 


Subject: UNSUB (S); 

DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, 
TAIL #N551CC; 

DAMV; NARCOTICS; 

00 : ATLANTA 


In light of writer's official transfer to New York 
City, it is requested this case be reassigned. 


LS (12G-303) 
LAB/rc 
( 2 ) 






I SaSCHE D. IflDEXED n , J / 
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,^Jore cocaine is founci in hdrth Georgia 


^ AsMCfaM ^rtM 

, SUCRES, Ga* ~ Three more duf- 
tel bags niled with' cocaine, believed 
io have been dropped by a Ken- 
tucky drug smuggler who fell to his 
\death parachuUng from a plane, 
;^ave b^n found hanging In a tree 
'^hear Suches In northwest Georgia. 

The find Saturday In the Chatta- 
hoochee National Forest brought to 
eight the number of duffel bags — 
containing about 520 pounds of co- 
caine — found In the north GeorgIh 
mountains ^nce the Sept 11 acci- 
dent In Knoxville, Tenn.r authorities 
said. • 


Colombia Authorities found 77 
pounds of cocaine strapped to his 
b(kly and discovered in his clothing 
the key to a plane that crashed into 
a mountain In North Carolina after 
being set on automatic pilot 

A hunter ^tted the ^ree duffel 
bags in a tree In the same area 
where the other bags were found, 
about 10 miles north of Suches. The 
hunter contacted the Fannin County 
sheriffs department ^ 

The high-grade cocalde was sent 
to the state crime lab in Atlanta for 
confirmation, but there was ”no 
doubt the cocaine was part of the 


i^drew Carter Thornton R, 40, A<*oubt the cocaine was part of the 
dilscribed as a former Lexington, m Thornton smuggling case, said Fran 
KjL narcotics agent turned drug * Wiley of the Georgia Bureau of In- 
SBiuggler, died as he was pafachut- regional drug smug- 
into Knoxville after a Right from wnit in Gainesville. 

Wiley said the nylon zip bags, the 
. nWkIngs and the locks on the dufjl 
nil bags were the same as thosm 
‘inund earlier and linked to Thom| 


( indicate page, name of 


^ newspaper, city and state.) 

'"the courier-journal 
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“Date; 12 / 30/85 
Edition: MORNING 


Title: MORE COCAINE IS FOUND 

IN NORTH GEORGIA 
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Classification: 
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PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATiON: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 1/10/86 


TO: 

/ \ SAC 

from/ / : 

( SAC 


SAC, LOUISVILLE 


\Om / 1 SAC, ATLANTA (12D-738) (P) (SQUAD 6) 

aTt 

J]^HCT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, H] 1 

NARCOTICS - ITG « 

00 ; LOUISVILLE 


Reference tel ephone c all between SA 
Atlanta Division and SA Lexington RA, on l2/J(J/b5. 

Enclosed for Louisville Division is one copy 

of property receipt fro m the estate o f DAVID WI LLIAMS 

that was turned^ over to | on 1/7/86. | 

is a | I for MOFFETT AND HENDERSON, an Atlanta law 

firm whose senior partner, JOHN HENDERSON, was appointed 
by Fulton County Probate Court to administrate the estate 
of WILLIAMS. 

As discussed in referenced telephone call, the 
items returned are no longer needed as evidence in this 
investigation . 


Louisville (Enc. 1) 
2 - Atlanta X 
C J J : Imt \ j 
(4) ^ 


t^T\- 1,0 


Transmitted imuMii-. CgeO 

(Number) (Tirne) 
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Date of transcriptio n- 11/18/85.. - 

1 


telephone 


were I 


I 

Iteleohone number I 

\ teieonone numoer 



I provided the 

following information; 


[related that DAVID WILLIAMS' Caravan experienced some 

difficulties while in Freeport, Illinois, at the Freak Brothers 
Boogie. This is a meeting of skydivers from all over t he country and 
lasts for approximately two weeks. On August 10, 1985# ! I 

flew the Caravan without replacing the oil dipstick into the engine. 

A fire broke out in t he engin e and had to be e xtinguish ed. 


DAVID WILLIAMS blamed [ 


^claimed that 


[ 


] f or the incident. 

WILLIAM S rushed him; telling him to get the airplane in the air before 
[ had a chance to check it properly. On August 11, 1985, two 
women were killed. in skydiving incidents a t the si te. One of these 


^stated that this 


women died while jumping from the Caravan. 

woman died due to her own negligence and not because of any actions by 
the crew or deficiencies in the airplane. Later that day, the oil 
dipstick was again left out of the airplane before ta keoff. Another 


[ 




fire developed in the engine. At this time, WILLIAMS [ 


lied with 


advised that on this occasion, the fault clearly 


1 relate d thad 

aC 


was 


WILLIAMS. j „ ■ , 

estate holdings . During the sprin g of 1985J 
had a falling out. WILLIAMS fired j 
not work ha rd enough. Although there 

continued to jump with 

Caravan. 


. formerly worked for 
] and worked on WILLIAMS' real 
' land WILLI AMS 

did 


were 
WILLIAMS, 


[ because | 

some hard feelings, 
although not from the 


related that she attended the Green Reunion at 
Bardstown, Kentuckyl on August 24 and August 25, 1985. 

DREW THORNTON and 

il 1 were also there. 

1 

land 1 

1 were also there, j [used 

to work as a 

|at the |drop zone. 
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is a highly experienced skydiver. 


approximately six months ago 


equipment to THORNTON. 


jrelat ed that 


He curr ently skydives at 


quit h is job at 


] and 


b6 

b7C 


might have sold para chuting 


was very close friends with 


and attended both THORNTON'S and WILLIAMS' funeral. 


WILLIAMS ^ 


1 related 

that 


was a close associate of 


and 

THC 

)RNTON. r 


_|is a 


DOUG HOLMES, 

who died in 

the 

Caravan 

crash , 



herself . 
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FEDERAL BOREAD OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 10/21/85 


at 


was contacted 


[advised that the interview concerned his knowledge of 
DAVID L. WILLIAMS/ who was killed in the crash of WILLIAMS' Cessna 
Caravan airplane in Jenkinsburg, Georgia on September 29, 1985. 


I [ expressed his full cooperation concerning this matter 
and thereafter furnished the following information: 


[first met DAVID WILLIAMS approximately three years ago 

when WILLI AMS was an engineer with the KROGER GRO CERY STORE chain. At 

that time. I [ company had been involved in the 

WILLIAMS left the employment of KROGER and started 
sOme land developing on his own and for others in the Atlanta area. 


WILLIAMS approached 
would be able to obtain necessary tinancing. 


. „ WILlIAM. 5 already 

an option on the land where MONTIETH COMMONS is now located on 


Piedmont Road. 

WILLIAMS also was in the process of building a KROGER store on 
Ponce de Leon in Atlanta with other partners. 


WILLIAMS agreed to form the MIDSTATES GROUP, INC. 

to pursue the construction of MONTIETH COMMONS, which is th^ office? 
condominium complex where MIDSTATES' offices are located. | 


WIL LIAMS would run MIDSTATES and would 
receive two-thirds of the profits, j | . 


Although 


was a 


I 


~] he did not want the 


knew he was 




Investigation o n 10/4/85 
By Sa| 


a t Atlanta, Georgia 
glw 
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Date dictat^- -’10/4/85 
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WILLIAMS told[ 


[that his partners in the above mentioned 
KROGER deal wanted to buy WILLIAMS* interest in that project for 
$100 . Q QQ ■ 00 . This was agreeable to [ allowed WILLIAMS to use 

portion of the buyout for WILLIAMS to purchase_±LLS_Jiouse . The 


books of MIDSTATES would reflect that MIDSTATES owed 
which WILLIAMS put on his house. 


the amount 


I I was pleased with the MONTIETH COMMONS project and felt a 
great deal of money could be made by MIDSTATES from that project. 


MIDSTATES also became involved in student hjousing 
condominium projects near Auburn University in Alabama and near the 
University of North Carolina in Carrboro/ North Carolina. Each of 
these projects was known as SCARBOROUGH SQUARE. 

The project in North Carolina did not go well and was 
discontinued. The land in that project is being sold. 


The SCARBOROUGH SQUARE in Auburn consisted of 96 condominium 
units which would hopefully be sold to students or other investors. 

In order to obtain financing for the project, FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL 


in Mobile^ Al abama, required that at le ast eight units be presold. 
_|agreed to 


[ 


and at 

sold to investors, some of whom were handled 




ast six others were 
a 


| as well as 

MIDSTATES' . The ten percent down payments on the units presold 
required by FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL totalled $250,000.00 and was 
obtained from investors and placed in the financial institution, 
was the requirement of the bank , to finance the project.. 


This 


that 


[ recalls that in late 1984, WILLIAMS came to him and told 
. he had placed an order with CESSNA for a Car avan airplane 

which was a new and advanced airplane with whicl i [ was not familiar, 
WILLIAMS had already made a $10,000.00 payment from MIDSTA TES to 


CESSNA to ensure his order for the airplane, 

WILLIAMS that MIDSTATES was not in the' air plane b usiness and the 


At that time. 


told 


airpl.ane was not to i>e bought by MIDSTATES^ 

be repaid to 
At that time.| 


told WILLIAMS the 


$10,000.00 was to be repaid t o MiDSp TES by WILLIAMS. .This probably 

Jthought that was the end of the - 


was never done, 
matter , '* 
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About May or .Tnn p. IQR S,. WILLIAMS called] jand wanted to 
talk to him. WILLIAMS told ] j that his airplane was ready for 


deliverv, but WILLIAMS was unable to < 
purchase price. WILLIAMS wanted 

get a loan for the $650, 000. i 
to help him obtain financing 


j Ito buy the airplane. 

I 

I- It 


WILLIAMS were to buy the plane, he would have to obtain his own 
financing . 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


During this time, the Auburn project was not going very 
well, in that the units were not selling. It was deci'ded that 
MIDSTATES would not attempt to sell any more units and would keep the 
entire project and rent the condominiums. This was agreeable to the 
bank, as the units could be rented easily. This would also free up 
the deposits made by investors who had committed to buying the 
condominiums . 


byf 


About two weeks prior to this interview^ 


[ 


|was 

contacted 

b6 

: to him,] 

met 

b7C 

she toldl 

1 Ithat 


1 

t It was 


LLIAMS had done. 



WILLIAMS was making fund tr ansfe rs which concerned 
through these contacts that 

WILLIAMS ,\ 

method to obtain financing to buy the Cessna Caravan, 
contacted the LONG ALDRICH Law Firm and caused a Consent of Directors 
to be drawn up to obtain $200,000.00 from the investors' money in the 
Auburn project from the bank in Mobile, Alabama. WILLIAMS apparently 
had the Consent delivered to him after it w as prep ared . Either 


devised a 
WILLIAMS had 


WILLIAMS or someone at his direction forged 


signature on the 


Consent form. With the use of the Consent, WILLIAMS somehow mana ged 
to persuade the bank in. Mobile to furnish the $200,000.00 to him 


ag( 

.1 


is unsure at this point whether WILLIAMS had the money transferred to 
BANK SOUTH or to MIDSTATES or to ACES, which was a company set up 
totally by WILLIAMS, apparently to control the airplane. 


advised that^a person from his company, who had been 

checking the MIDSTATES' books, left his company and t he MID STATES 

records l^ad not been checked for six to eight months. ^advised 

that his ’accounting firm would be conducting a complete audit of 
MIDSTATES .beginning on October 7, 1985. 
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1 


|had 


advised that he did not know ANDREW THORNTON but 


WILLIAMS. 


I [advised that he has no knowledge whatsoever that DAVID 

WILLIAMS was involved in illegal drugs. He advised, however, that a 
financial situation like the one in which WILLIAMS had become involved 
might have caused WILLIAMS to do something he might not otherwise have 
considered . 

[ stated that he should have more closely monitored the 

MIDSTATES situation rather than allowing WILLIAMS to have a free hand. 
♦ 

[ [advised that at the outset of I I 


[ [was not involved in skydiving and was not aware of 

william's activities outside of the business, 

[ advised that he has no idea who would want to sabotage 
WILLIAMS' airplane and knows of no enemies of WILLIAMS whom he would 
suspect of trying to kill WILLIAMS. 

[ signed a consent to search form regarding the MIDSTATES 
GROUP Offices, He expressed his cooperation with regard to this 
matter^. 
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Date of transcription^ 


10/11/85 


ome by Special Agents (SAs) 
After being apprised of t 
identities of the Agents 


1 was int erviewed at her 

I and GLENN V. OLDHAM 
of the interview and the 
made the following statement. 



but she did talk to him a few times over 


the telephone. 


I except when he was working. 

WILLIAMS was very secretive about his work and rarely let 

know what he wa s doing or who his associates were. 
Likewise, he did not let |know the status of their money 
affairs; and he mai ntained all checking and saving's accounts _ 
himself. I Istatpd tha h because she and WILLIAMS were 

I she is posit ive that he 'never used 
sold, d.r transported drugs the entire time l 

~l On one occasion he told her that he would never get 


Investfgatton on_ 


SA GLENN V 


.~ OLD 
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involved with drugs because it was "too easy to do; once_si:fiU 

started you’d keep doing it and eventually get caught." 
stated that she is very definitely against drugs and presumed 
that WILLIAMS would be also. However, when asked if WILLIAMS 
would attempt to make a dru g deal if he found himself in a 
financial crisis. l [ stated that he would. He had once 

told her that he had "lost everything" in 1977 and would never 
be poor again. 

I I WILLIAMS parachuted every 

weekend, f | accompanied him on every one of .these jumps. 

In 1983, WILLIAMS purchased a small Ce ssna airpla ne for $10,000 
and used it to fly around the country. [ accompanied 

him on these trips. 

[ stated that she did not know anyone who 
wished to hurt or kill WILLIAMS. She explained that the pilots 
who hire themselves out to parachute clubs are often very 
competitive and perhaps someone who was jealous of WILLIAMS' 
high performance Cessna Caravan airplane had wished to destroy 
the plane by contaminating the fuel supply. One of WILLIAMS’ 
major conpetitors flew a DC-3 named the Sugar Alpha from the 
LaGrange Airport. Once the owner of the Sugar Alpha had gotten 
into a fight with another airplane owner in Kentucky concerning 
who had the better plane. The fight ended when both pilots 
drove their airplanes into each other on the ground. I 
could not recall the name of either pilot. 

Additionally. I [ described WILLIAMS as a bitter, 

angry, possessive individual who was very prone to violence. 

She stated that it was quite possible that he had angered an 
associate and that individual attempted to retaliate against 
WILLIAMS by placing sugar in his airplane’s fuel tank. She 
stated that WILLIAMS was very meticulous about the way he main- 
tained his possessions and would have taken great care in 
insuring that proper maintenance was conducted on his airplane. 


WILLIAMS had no close friends because of his ant i- 
social personality. He was close to a pilot named ) [ (last 

name unknown). 
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. . Page . 


Stated that she never met ANDREW THORNTON 
but she recaxxea tnat WILLIAMS called him once. On time 
WILLIAMS insinuated to her that THORNTON was involved with 
drugs. She thought that WILLIAMS and THORNTON had grown up 
and attended college together^ 

WILLI AMS carried at least one gun with him at all 


]that, because his business often 


times. He told 

required him to be around sums of large cash, he needed it for 
self-protection. hbiay had Qon<a ho a party. WILLIAMS 

pointed his gun at 


T 


stated that she had once been to the cabin 


that WILLIAMS rented in Blue Ridge, Georgia, but could n ot recal] 

She stated that I 


its location nor the name of the owner. 
I , , I who worked as an|_ 


could provide that information. 


] and her husbanc 


in 

used to belong to a dance team at WRANGLER'S with WILLIAMS and they 
often went with him to the cab in. WILLI AMS used to rent this 
cabin to entertain friends and | | doubted that he would have 

used it for narcotics dealings. 

WILLIAM S once had a property management business with 
(phonetic) , 


of the bad feelings that developed 


] believes that williams had a will but, because 


she was sure 


__ that WILLIAMS Jiad lef t nothing to. .nex^ 3JSdXETonaIIy^.-she 

seriously doubted that she was the beneficiary of any insurance 
policy, WILLIAMS ha d informed her that he was insured for a 
substantial amount. 
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I I was surprised that WILLIAMS owned a 4-wheel 

drive truck. She stated that this was not WILLIAMS* style and 
he perhaps had bought the truck for some type of rural traveling. 


A 


1 knewl 


only briefly. At first 

he was nice but soon began to take on 

character' 


i sties and began to grow nasty and egotistical. She doubted 
that he was involved with drugs. 


WILL IAMS attorney 


was Atlanta attorney 


1 1 Another friend of both WILLIAMS* and 

IwasI 


who was an| 


_J 


J concluded the interview by stating that she 

had no idea v;ho might have placed sugar in WILLIAMS* fuel tank. 
She doubted that it had anything to do with drugs but was more 
likely the result of someone who was angry with WILLIAMS, such 
as a business competitor or acquaintance who wanted to exact 
revenge on WILLIAMS by fueling his airplane engine with sugar. 


She stated that on Saturday. September 28. 1985. she had 
spent that entire dav with] 
telephone I 
1985, witlr 
roommate. 


She had spent Sunday, Sep tember 29, 

and with her 


I provided the following information about 

herself: 
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owl ng 


I was Interviewed at his office and 
nforinat I on » 


I lover since l^'*was flrot 

estabUshed. | [ advised that i^e had known DAVID WILLIAMS for 

opprox t mate 1 y one and one tialf years on a strictly business basis. 
He said he has seen or met vlth WILLIAMS about six times during 
1:hat period of time, but had spoken to him on the telephone many« 
many tlmes^ I I advised th* t1 me he saw WILLIAMS was on 

■ Ivhan the two went on a business 

»p fU] — I Recalling the events that 

I [advised that he met WILLIAMS at the PEACHTREE DEKALB 

AIRPORT, ac approx itnabely 8i4S A.W. He said he arrived In hJs own 
car^ and went dire ctly to the aircraft., Wl.tLIAMS arriving shortly 

thereafter. ^stated he did not know how WILLIAMS arrived at 

the airport.*— pm:'h e day of this trip, WILLIAMS was dressed in a 
5 ray business suit, [ noted at that time WILLIAMS appeared a 

little bit tired, and WILLIA MS advi sed him that he had ^a lata 
night with hIS girl friend,** [ [ stated that the two flew to 

WiLtlAMS' Cessna Caravan Aircraft. initial ty, 

WILLIAMS had trouble entering the aircraft since he had forgotten 
the hay for the aircraft entranoa 4oor. It was therefore 

necessary for| |and WlLtlAMS to enter the aircraft through the 

cargo compartment. After starting the engine, WILLIAMS also had 
forgotten to release the rear tie down on the craft, A mechanic 
_2JL_yie ground noticed this and released the tia down for WILLIAMS. 

[ advised that nothing out of the ordinary odcurred on the 

to[ \ «a was Impressed with WittlAMS* 

f**"®.^*®**®!'*^ ^*m and the manner In which he control lad and flow tha 
alrcra^^t . - They -experTenceii-no arohi*ma "wTtii t-h* • 

flight up there. 
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.1 nt ervi owed on |'jp/37B5 at Atlanta, Georgia 
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I I ad V i sed he could racaj I noth i Tin el ce 

concerning his trip vi»1th vm.LIAMS to He said 

WILLIAMS never mentioned any of hJs friends or other business 
dealings to him. He stated he never met vlth WILLIAMS cn a 
social basis and did not 1<now whp his friends v/ere. 
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FAUCETT, TAYLOR AND ASSOCIATES was the 


he r 


I 


p ublic accounti ng 


vas 


firm employed b v THE MIDSTATES GROUP (MIDSTATES ) . 

\ oi FAUCETT, TAYLOR assigned i:o the MIDSTATES books, 
is presently on maternity leave and will probably be away from 
3oh for at least six weeks. 


I DAVID L. WILLIAMS, President of THE MIDSTATES 

GROUP, .whose offices were located at Montleth Commons ,---290i- Piedmont 
Road, Atlanta. She met WILLIAMS through their firm's dealings with 
MIDSTATES and only knew WILLIAMS on a professional basis. 


I l i B familiar with a project of MIDSTATES at Auburn, 

Alabama, which is known as Scarborough Square. This project was 
initially planned by MIDSTATES as a condominium' project for student 
housing at AUBURN UNIVERSITY. MIDSTATES Intended that the 
condominiums would be sold to individual investors but apparently 

later decided that in -view of -the real estate market situation, it ~“ 

would be better to -rent the development as apartments. 


Scarborough Square was begun in early 1985. The financing 
for the. project was handled by FIRST SOUTHERM FEDERAL BANK OF MOBILE, 
ALABAMA (FIRST SOUTHERN' FEDERAL"), ' NEIL-FAUCETT AND ASSOCIATES agreed 
to purchase five of the buildings in the project, FAUCETT secured 12 
investors in the purchase of the five buildings. A total of 
$160,000.00 cash was paid to MIDSTATES by FAUCETT as a down payment- • 
on the buildings. Of this amount, approximately $42,000.00 was put 
op by the 12 Investors, jxome .of -whom knew DAVID WILLIAMS, “ ~ . - ' 
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A purchase contract for FAUCETT to buy the five 
buildings -was nigned In March, 1985» 'The purchase was contingent 
upon FAUCETT being -able to obtain a 12 percent -(12%) fixed rate 
loan on the buildiogs from FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL. The 
$160,000,00 was part of a Certificate of Deposit (CD) HIDSTATES 
was requ-ired to purchase from FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL in order to 
obtain financing for the condominium project. 


• • was approximately three months iatex^ In late June., 

^^85, that FAUCETT learned that they "woul-d be unable t”o obtain 
the financing from FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL at the previously 
specified terms of the loan to buy the five buildings at 
Scarborough Square, When this occurred, FAUCETT decided not to 
buy the buildings and wanted to drop the matter. ' 


I [contacted DAVID WILLIAMS and told him that the 

FAUCETT firm was not buying the buildings because they were 
-unabl-e - obtain the financing as specified in the purchase — 
agreement. ! I told WILLIAMS that they (FAUCETT AND 

ASSOCIATES) wanted their $160,000.00 returned, WILLIAMS' 
response at that time was that the money was in a CD at the bank 
and MIDSTATES would lose the financial backing of the bank if the 
money was. withdrawn, ... , .. .. .... .. 


I [pursued the matter with WILLIAMS on a number of 

occasi ons -with no success Iti getting the money back. At one 

point, -recalls WILLIAMS telling them that the CD was for 

six months and ‘It.would not J>e available .110111 Beptembex. ' . - 

[ responded that ‘FAUCETT would accept any penalty imposed 
for early, withd rawal' of the money, ' . 


[ was unaware of what WILLIAMS bad supposedly 

done with the money until aftar WILLIAMS' death.. She last spoke 
with WILLIAMS approximately -one -week- prior -to • his death In the 
crash of his airplane. At that time., WILLIAMS was still trying 
to avd’id xeturhlhg the '$160,066.00 to 'FAUCETT AND ' ASSOCIATES - 


i J 


WILLIAMS/had forged[ 


advised It i- s now her^tinderst axiding that 


[sighatnre to^e aT^le to get the 
money f rom . FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL and that WILLIAMS used the 
money as 'collateral for his loan on the airplane which iie bought.’ 
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not certain how the matter, was handled but 
she understands the loan was obtained hy WILLIAMS from BANK ““ 
SOUTH. 


An audit of the MIDSTATES financial records is 
currentl y being conducted by FAUCETT, TAYLOR AND ASSOCIATES. 
I I de t e rmi ne d that the audit should be completed by 

Octoher 25, 1985. 


advised that she had no hnowled^e whatsoever 

concerning WILLIAMS*' possible involvement in illegal drugs. She 

-was -aware that WILLIAMS was an avid skydiyer and that he had 
bought a new airplane. He talked about this on the occasions 
spoke with him. 


has no information concerning anyone who might 


have wanted to sabotage WILLIAMS' airplane or hill him^ 


I |was advised that if additlonaT. Inf or^iiiat ion vas 

required concerning MIDSTATES following the completion of the 
audit-, she would he recontacted concerning this matter. 
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telephone numoer f 


-was interviewed at the 

After being advi^sa or the 
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loentitv or tTHe interviewing Agent and the purpose of the interview, 
provided the following information: 


advi sed he i s employed as thef 
I with thej 


I 


] 


b6 
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this , f 


I telephone number 

and nas been so e mployed since March, 1 985. Prior to 


was employed as an 


as an 


t 

Iwit h the 


wi th the 


as well as holding previo us em ployments 


and a 


related that his first contact with DAVID WILLIAMS 


Brevard 


with the 


call from 

of the 

in Florida. 

advised 


b6 
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landed in Miami, Florida, with no flight ,or radio contact. This had 
aroused the suspicions of the flight air controller. The following 
day, when attempts were made by the two individuals to take off in the 
plane, even more suspicion was raised when the two individuals 
apparently damaged the plane on take-off, resulting in the plane 
having to be towed back to the airport. 


and 


The two individuals, possibly identified as FNU 


did not have enough cash to pay for the repairs. 
The repairma n was advi sed to contact DAVID WILLIAMS/ at a telephone 
number which P I later determined was the pay telephone located 

at WESTW'IND SPORT AND PARACHUTE CLUB. Through several telephone 


b6 
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conversations between the repairman and WILLIAMS, WILLIAMS assured the 
repairman that money would be cabled down for the work completed . 
WILLIAMS further stat ed that the owner of the plane was 


A check was made by the Brevard County Sheriff's Department 
to the ownership of the plane. It was determine^ that the owner 


was located in 

recently bee n purchased from 


a partnership consierfeHing-of 


The plane had 
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and another individual involved in iK^'Z®u4#Vc>C>a bUSlhSSg. 
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tiad last seen tbe plane <m Oecerober 31, 1983* Kben 

Sheriff’s Department, he related 


mat on that ^ate he had been conta cted bv an individual 


asking iff 


bad poB session off 


interested in taking a look at it 
hov?ever, no one came by. 


ane, and was 
waited around. 


lEip 


_. ,fa-. .related that after he was contacted by 

cdSbw Brevard County, he went to WSST^ISD 

SPORT mn PASACHGTS ChXJB imsST^Xm>) on several occasions, 
in an. attempts t o sarveil WILLIAMS for any further information. 


^observed a Mercedes and a rust 

Ik * m. - - 


On one occasion, I « tusic 

colored Dodge van par feed near a fairly nice-looking twin- 
engine aircraft, Another twin-engine aircraft wa^ la the 
area with its doors open, standing next to it were four 
males, one of which was Datin, and one of which was carrying 
?^f7 ^ third plane was located in the area, and 

ail individuals appeare d to be observi ng the landing gear. 
After a period of time,' ^ ♦ 


; — -'-r| I was observed leaving 

the area in a pick— up truck, of which the back contained 
a large box with several green, plastic bags, 

- later determined that the third plane had 

been involved in smuggling In the tPexas and Louisiana areas 
Another vehicle, which had been located on «ie_scfinfi_Ed: 
t hfc-time , a station wagon, wag registered tof 


1 


as well as a 


in 


van was noted as being registered to 


I ^ be Dodge 


Shortly ^ fter the abover-descr ibed inGiden l;. f 
contacte d l and asked if 


Knew any inforiaatlaa^ concerning^ the stolen plane belonging 


advised that the description of the 

J actual ly sounded like an individual 

w 


individu al Ici^own as 

known as | I who resided in. 

^lies cosnij^ rc lally on ^ South American route* A cbeckbf 


naa mace a 


by[ 


f 


] however. 


resulted in the knowledge that 


few tmauthorisred trips to South jAiserica^ 


] related th a t F 


concerning 


1 naa contacted niB 
[had originally rented 
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After several son tbs of renting^ 
Tnto the hoaseir lii order to rep air soiae 


electrical probleiBS* Upon opening a closet doortf i 
observed a plastic bag^ approsiroate lv tbree Inches scruare. 
cont^ in i na ^hp te powder » I Ifnrther related that 


when 


first 


was very poor and evEn ftatidilliccity waking the payments. 


During the past two years. 


has purchased several 


pieces of equipment, and has quickly moved upward. 


In approsijoately Stxn&r 1SJ85, 


noticed 


^sleek, white colored plane, with tail number K551CC. at 
Kgsg^Twn — ... - - . * — 


-Which appeared to be out of place. |~ 
_|of United States Customs with this i 


information. 


contacted 


. , _ ■ , ^ I advised that various other information, 

he had obtained through Investigations, may be of some importance. 

® brand new briefcase, containing two canvas 
— ags f.Hed with sand, was located in the middle of a backyard 
near I^ESTWIJID. Although no specific connections can be 
ma de with m viD WILLIAMS , numerous individuals were named 
^y| I possibly having narcotics connection s. UB5K 


[ 




DON may have in some way been connected to a f 
I who wag abl^ to purchase a large portion of land 

'i p 

former 

P A priva te inve stigator contac 


in 
an 
Both 


f 


] 


through payment of cash, own<>d a P<arrar 
" bv a l 1- 


had a 24~ht>ur Recur i tv guard, headf 




rormation about 


Another individuaiTT 
a c ar accident in 
nadi 


due to isossihlg embezzlement. 

was involved in 


Ireqaesting 


I wa 

Lc, 1J#8«, along with|_ 


■ , in which Ufachine guns and drugs 

were transferred to another vehicle prior to the arrival 
of the police. 


— I ladvissd Idse above invorsation came from 

memor y ; howeve r , the information br.d b^r»n ff?nordAd <=?wrinrt 
his ea^loyment with the I 

and that Information had been turned over to| 
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I b6 

was interl/j-tiwtio at Ottlce ot the United States A ttorney. 

RICHA^ RUSSELL FEDERAL BUILDING, Atlanta, Georgia. | | 

voluntarily agreed to be interviewed. Present for j nfrp>rTriisT ,7 

was Assistant United states Attorney. I Assistant 

Unitea States Attorney^ L Upon being advised of 

the nature of tbe interview, and the identity of those conducting 
■the interview, I provided the following information: 

, I ~| advised that he has been employed wi th the ^ 

I I for r ' n 

w p prev i ous l y a l I at | l in i L £e e^lai ned 

IDAVID WILLIAJIS. ovned 4Q of the MIDSTATES 

I , I. MIDSTATES- had typical financial 

problems, oue to expensive construction loans, but this condition 
was to be resolved by sales of certain building projects, A 
completion and sale of the building project on Piedmont Road was 
expected by the end of the year, 

~nv?p T-7ILLIAKS did not embezzle any money, fcnt borrcvrccl 
$200,000 to put down on the purchase of the Cessn a Caravan, a plane 
that DAVID WILLIAMS purchased last' Kay, | may or may not have 

knovm about the loan. The $200,000 was from an investor group, ' 

FAViCETT, TAYLOR, and ASSOCIATES, an Atlanta accounting firm, which bad 
been in an account at FIRST SOUTHERN FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN in Kobile, ' 
Alabama, The investment was earnest money concerning a building in 
Alabama that was being refurbished, and the earnest money was reauired 
to get a construction loan for MIDSTATES, WILLIAMS did not put 
any money down on the purchase of the Cessna Caravan, but took a loan 
for the entire purchase amount, resulting in monthly payments of 
$17,00p, WILLIAMS intended to make the payments from profits of 
i^eekend skydiving. 

I claimed that be first met ANDREW THORNTON at 
Xenia, Ohio, In late July, 1985, at a skydiving event. He did not have 
any previous knowledge of him pr, knowledge of his involvement-EiilL—— 

■ — fie a l so firsf mpt an .individual with the initita ls of I I 

I for the first time in July, | I and 

DAVID WI [«LIAMS were c onsidere d to be two of the best jumpers, I ~l 

I ^ s een l I gi nce July, except at his brother's funeral, 

I believed that] |met THORNTON through skydiving 
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with THORNTON skydiving. 


Ghifi. 


the first time in Ju 
manifestqr and 


S 


a one Ijour drive from 


in 


is not inte rested in skyd iving and had jumped 


was the plane 


V a t Xenia. I , ^ 

H vas the loader of the Caravan on the 
weekend of the skydiving events. 


i 

WILLIAMS was arranging to lease the Caravan to MIDNIGHT 
EXPRESS, and was expecting to stop skydiving during the cold weather 
months. The plane would be used for cargo runs by MIDNIGHT EXPRESS, 
and the lease would pay for bbe plane. j. 
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I I owned a 1983 Mercedes Benz and a 1985 Chevrolet 

Blazer. In addition, he owned a house on Ivy Road in Atlanta. The 
house was purchased for $145,000 with a mortgage Of $50,000 requiring 
monthly payments of $700. The house and Mercedes were bought on profits 
from the sale of a building project located on Ponce de Leon. The 
1985 Blazer was financed through GENERAL MOTORS ACCEPTANCE CORPORATION 
(GMAC) , and the monthly payments were $300. 
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^^ILLIAKS had bought her a Porsche* Upon filing 

fox divorce^ he book bhe Porsche back* She subsequently -drove 
it «way and he reported the car stolen, as well as the wedding 
ring that he had bought for her, to the ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
and had filed insurance claims. 
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The first time that| 

contamination of the Cessna Caravan, 
was from[ 
never me: 


had heard of fuel 

which orimrrAd at YoTyfa- Oh io . 
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this problem to him. [ 


was 


had 


. WILLIAI> p had original ly intended to go to THORNTON'S 
funeral, and had I [ cancel an instrument school w’here 

KILLIAMS was scheduled to go in Florida. 


With respect to 


. knowledge of F 
f September lo1 


activities and whereabouts on the days of September loth through 
the 12th, 1985, he provided the following information? 

September 10, 1985, DAVE WILLIAMS was in the office at 
MIDSTATES until 3:30 p.m. , and may have said he was going to the 
airport, meaning PEACHTREE DEKALB AIRPORT. On the following day, 
WILLIAMS flew .with an attorney to Chapel Hil l* North Carolina, 

J had tried to call | _ _ I office at 6:30'p.m,, 

on the 11th, however, the secretary said he had left tlie office. 

DAVE WILLIAM'S home telephone was busy. On September 12. WILLIAMS 
was in the office at 9?3 0 a.m* , and remai ned all flay. I 
was going out of town to | I a nd had talked |: o DAVE 

WILLIAMS in the morning and the afternoon. [ 
to use the B lazer on Friday 
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had asked 

and was told by WILLIAMS that i t was 


unavaila ble. I I was certain that on September I2j 

]was in the office throughout the day,. 


On September 16, | I first talked to 

about ANDREW THORNTON'S -death, which WILLIAMS xesponded_Jo'Ey 


b6 
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shrugging off any concern. WILLIAMS acknowledged to [ 


Ithat 


— WILLIAMS ^s aware that THORNTON vas somehow involved in i3rugs, 
but would not further elaborate. 


In reference to DAVID WILLIAMS' cxblood briefcase,! 

J Indicated that the lock was set to open and that WILLIAMS 
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would use it only w hen going out o f town, I "I went through 

the briefcase after l~ I death. The briefcase contained 

surveys, market strategies, fl ight plans and an appointment calendar. 


He bad opened it. subsequent toT 


] death looking for_a. 


will and a life insurance policy. He did not remove anything from the 
briefcase. • 
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With respect to persons who have possibly threatened! 

I I [ re called that an Individual with the last name 

of I I the hu sband of J \ had once threatened to kill 

WILLIAMS in 1984, I had pulled up to WILLIAMS* driveway, and 

WILLIAMS and | j had argued. On a p revious occasion, the 

husband had learned that f"" j had visited a motel room with 

WILLIAMS at a HOLIDAY INN in McDonough, Georgia, after a skydiving 
event,' Apparently, the husband had gone to the motel room and 


observed his % 
shower, 
estate deal wJ 
explain why a j 


dng on the bed while DAVID WILLIAMS was in the 
_|and DAVE WILLI AMS knew each oto er from a real 
ind her parent s, I I was not able to 

jhad been on I loalendar for an 


appointment which was to have occurred after 


death. 


I jwas not aware of any trips that ! j 

or THOR NTON may have made to Colombia, He was not aware of any remarks 
made bv l ~l that he had suspected that the DRUG ENPORCEI-IENT 

ADMINISTRATION (DEA) was follo wing his plan e. He was not aw are of 
any business relation ship that| j may have had with] 


I l explai ned that I ja $52,000 

life Insurance policy f I He w as no t aware of “ 

any wills or s afe-deposit b oxes in I 1 name, I ~ 

explained t hat I Idid own a Cessna 182, bought from a 

I ~l an I I for the amount of $7,000 or 

$8,000, I I had sold his plane due to a divorce property settlement, 

DAVID WILLIAMS was never a student at the UNIVERSITY OP 
-KENTUCKY^ He had served in the UNITED STATES ARMY, but had never been 
a helicopter pilot, . 

I 1 I does not know of a RUBIN SOTO, nor is he aware 

of I purchasing a ticket cn either Septem ber 11, 1985, or ^ 

Sept ember 12, 1985, for RUBIN SOTO, j jdoes not know 

of a^ L 


a pilot for WILLIAMS, who had flown 
the Cessna Caravan, During the nast Memorial Day weekend during an 

event dn npstate Hew York,] jhad flown the Cessna Caravan in a 

manner that caused damage to the plane while in flight, and the 
plane had to be returned to Witchita, Kansas, to be repaired for 
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the amount of $9,000 - $10, 000. For insurance purposes, a claim 
was submitted which indicated that damage was due to the fact that 
the plane was being inproperly tied down when secure d on the ground 
as opposed to an ^a-Flight incident. I l explained 


that 


had been 


DAVID, 


, As no further questions were asked of 
interview was terminated. 


the 
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Delta Airlines, Inc., Hartsfield, Atlanta International Airport, 
Atlanta, Georgia, was telephonically interviewed and provided the 
following information; 


I [related that Delta Airlines records reflect that a 

^ ticket was purchased in the name of RUBIN SOTO for Flight 803, leaving 

New York La Guardia Airport at 8:30 a.m. on September 10, 1985, and 
1 scheduled to arrive at Atlanta Hartsfield Airport at 10:41 a.m. on 

September 10, 1985. The ticket was paid for in cash and was stamped 
at the boarding gate, indicating that the ticket was used. 


I advised that Delta Airlines records indicate that a 
ticket was purchased by RUBIN SOTO on Flight 71Q leaving Atlanta 
Hartsfield Airport at 8:36 p.m. on September 11, 1985. This ticket 
was paid for by an American Express credit card in the name’ of 
DAVID WILLIAMS. The ticket was stamped at the boarding gate, 
indicating that the ticket was used. 
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RUBEN SOTO, who resides at 134 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York, was interviewed at his residence bv Special Agent ( SA) 


1 |. Also oresent were SAs| 


1 1 After being advised of the 

Identities oi tne Agents 


and of the nature of the interview, SOTO provided the following 
information : 


and I 

during 


the 


SOTO st ated that he met DREW THORNTON, DAVID WILLIAMS 
while at a skydiving meet in DeLand, Florida, 
of 1982 or 1983. SOTO and THORNTON became 


spring 


1 s 


friendly due to their similar military background. SOTO 
airborne qualified and special forces qualified and has 
experience and expertise in night infiltration. THORNTON told 
SOTO that he wanted SOTO to work for him on some future narcotics 
smuggling operations. 


On one occasion, TI-KDRNTON called SOTO and told him to 
fly to New Orleans to be part of a drop zone crew set up to 
receive a marijuana load dropped by THORNTON. This operation was 
called off; however, SOTO received five hundred dollars from 
TBDRNTON for being on retainer. 

THORNTON kept in touch with SOTO intermittently through 
1984 and 1985. THDRNTCW sent SOTO money on one occasion because 
SOTO was in a financial bind. 


In August, 1985, TlK)RNTON called SOTO and told him that 
he wanted SOTO to be part of a ground crew in a cocaine smuggling 
operation in Georgia later that month. SOTO said that he would 
do it. THORNTON told SOTO that he would pay SOTO ten thousand 
dollars for his participation in the operation. 

The operation was supposed to take place on August 27, 
1985. On this date, THORNTON called SOTO and told him that the 
operation was temporarily postponed and would occur later in the 
year . 
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On September 8, 1985, TBDRNTON called SOTO and told him 
to fly down to Atlanta and meet DAVID WILLIAMS to participate in 
the operation. On September 10, 1985, SOTO flew from New York- 
LaGuardia to Atlanta on DELTA AIRLINES. He arrived in Atlanta at 
around noon and was met at the airport by DAVID WILLIAMS. 

WILLIAMS and SOTO drove in WILLIAMS' Mercedes Benz to a 
restaurant and had lunch. They then stopped at WILLIAMS' 
business office where WILLIAMS spent about five minutes while 
SOTO waited in the car. Next, they drove to WILLIAMS' Atlanta 
residence. SOTO related that the home was in a residential 
neighborhood. There were landscapers working on the property 
when they arrived. SOTO remembered there being a fireplace and a 
white rug on the living room floor. 

WILLIAMS made some telephone calls from his reisdence; 
one being a call to his secretary to confirm a meeting that he 
had that afternoon. WILLIAMS told his secretary that his meeting 
needed to conclude by ^:00 p.m. that afternoon because he had 
plans after ^:00 p.m. 

At approximately 2:00 p.m., WILLIAMS left his 
residence, wearing a business suit, to attend this meeting. SOTO 
remained in the residence. At approximatey 4:30 p.m., WILLIAMS 
returned to his residence and changed into blue jeans and 
sneakers. WILLIAMS and SOTO drove WILLIAMS' Chevrolet Blazer to 
a small airport in the Atlanta area. WILLIAMS wanted to change 
locations of his two airplanes because he needed his Caravan to 
be available on the morning of September 11, 1985, for a business 
trip. WILLIAMS and SOTO parked the Blazer at this airport and 
f lew WILLIAMS ' small, two-passenger, single engine aircraft to a 
different airport. This flight took approximately sixty minutes. 
WILLIAMS parked his small plane and WILLIAMS and SOTO flew 
WILLIAMS' Caravan aircraft back to the first airport. This 
flight took approximately twenty minutes. WILLIAMS had two 
hundred gallons of fuel put into each tank of the Caravan. 

After stopping for food, WILLIAMS and SOTO drove back 
to WILLIAMS residence. Soon after this, an unmarked van drove up 
and parked in the garage area in the rear of the house. A husky 
white male with dark, wavy hair, a dark bushy beard, appearing to 
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be between thirty and forty years of age, got out of the van and 
spoke to WILLIAMS for approximately ten minutes. 


SOTO stated that he d ges 
and does not recognize the name 


not know the name of this man 


WILLIAMS and SOTO drove in WILLIAMS' Blazer to Westwind 
Sport Parachute Club in Jenkinsburg, Georgia, to participate in 
the cocaine smuggling operation. They arrived at approximately 
7:45 p.m. Upon arriving, they noticed that there were people on 
the runway and a plane was in the air. WILLIAMS expressed 
displeasure upon seeing this because WILLIAMS expected the runway 
to be deserted. They saw a man riding a motorcycle at the 
runway; WILLIAMS said that this man was an employee at the 
Parachute Club. SOTO does not know if this man was a part of the 
ground crew. 


SOTO stated that the plan as he knew it was that 
THORNTON was originally supposed to deliver the cocaine to 
Colombians in Florida. SOTO believed that THORNTON was stealing 
the cocaine from the Colombians. SOTO believed that THORNTQSI 
planned on unloading the cocaine at the runway in Jenkinsburg, or 
at another pre-arranged site, and later skydive from the plane 
with a part of the cocaine load strapped to his body leaving the 
plane to crash. He would then deliver the partial load to the 
Colombians claiming that he was being followed by law enforcement 
agents and had to abandon the plane, and most of the cocaine; 
retaining only that which he could strap to his body before 
jumping. SOTO stated that he had been told by an associate of 
THORNTON'S at DeLand, Florida, that THORNTON had stolen cocaine 
from Colombians in the past incorporating this same plan. SOTO 
stated that it was understood between WILLIAMS and himself that 
this operation was to be a "ripoff." 

WILLIAMS expected THORNTON to arrive at the Jenkinsburg 
runway at dusk. The plan, as WILLIAMS described it to SOTO, was 
for the plane flying from Colombia, South America, carrying 
THORNTON and another person, to land at the runway in 
Jenkinsburg. Here, the cocaine would be dumped onto the runway 
and the plane was to fly off. The cocaine was to be picked up by 
the driver of a van who was waiting at the runway with WILLIAMS 
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and SOTO. The cocaine would be put into the van and taken to a 
pre-determined location. WILLIAMS and SOTO, driving in WILLIAMS' 
Blazer, was to follow the van and ensure that the van reached its 
destination; if necessary by colliding with any vehicle following 
the van. SOTO stated that he does not know the identity of the 
driver of the van nor does he know if it was the same driver that 
he had seen at WILLIAMS' residence because SOTO stated that he 
never actually saw this man at Jenkinsburg. SOTO stated that he 
does not know where the cocaine was supposed to be delivered. 

SOTO stated that he does not know the identity of the second man 
in THORNTON'S plane. 

WILLIAMS and SOTO d rove to a convenience store to wait 
for the runway to become deserted. After approximately one hour, 
WILLIAMS told SOTO that they should go to the secondary drop zone 
in northern Georgia. They drove the Blazer north, following the 
highway signs for Chattanooga, and then driving along dark 
mountain roads. After driving approximately two or three hours, 
they arrived at the drop zone. It was referred to by WILLIAMS as 
the "orchard" and was located relatively close to the Tennessee 
border. The drop zone was located at the top of a hill or 
mountain. WILLIAMS expected to find THORNTON or the second man 
in the plane already at the orchard along with cocaine dropped 
from the plane on cargo parachutes. 

WILLIAMS and SOTO drove from the orchard drop zone to a 
small airport nearby. This airport was marked by a beacon spot 
light. There were bulldozers and a construction site next to the 
airport. SOTO could not state how far the airport was from the 
drop zone. After searching for THORNTON'S plane at the airport, 
they drove back to the orchard drop zone. After a period of 
time, WILLIAMS and SOTO drove back to WILLIAMS' residence in 
Atlanta. They arrived in Atlanta at approxiamtely 5:00 a.m. 

WILLIAMS left for work the next morning, September 11, 
1985, and SOTO remained in WILLIAMS' residence waiting for 
THORNTON to telephone. WILLIAMS returned at approximately 5:30 
p.m. , and learned of THORNTCSM's death on the television news. 
WILLIAMS called the airl ines to find the next flight leaving 
Atlanta for New York. WILLIAMS drove SOTO to the airport and 
paid, with his credit card, SOTO's fare for his flight. SOTO 
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left Atlanta at approximately 9:00 p.m. 

SOTO stated that he would not be surprised to discover 
that THORNTON had other ground crews that WILLIAMS was not aware 
of set up to receive the cocaine. THORNTON was the type who 
liked to leave his options open and have a number of contingency 
plans . 

SOTO stated that he never received any of the ten 
thousand dollars promised him by THORNTON for participating in 
the operation. 

SOTO stated that he is an active skydiver and does most 
of his jumping at the West Point Military Academy in New York. 

SOTO stated that he has not heard from nor spoken to 
anyone involved in the operation since he returned to New York 
from Atlanta. 

SOTO stated that he would be willing to take a 
polygraph examination. 


FD-3i:^a'(REV. 3-10-82) 
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RUBEN SOTO, 134 Gr aham Avenue . Bro oklyn. New York, was 


warned by Special Agent (SA) 
which he waived as shown on an 
SOTO thereafter furnished the 


]of 


certain rights 
executed- warning and waiver form, 
following signed statement: 


”1, Ruben Soto, hereby make the following free and 
voluntary statement to 


who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureu of Investigation. No promises or 
threats have been made t o me. I have been advised by 
Special Agent ^ ' 

connection witn 
a Cessna 208 


that I am being interviewed in 
my possible involvement in the crash of 
Caravan airplane which occured in Butts 
County, Georgia and, as a result of which, 17 people 
were killed; also in connection with my involvement in 
cocaine trafficking in September of 1985 in Georgia and 
elsewhere. 


"I presently reside at 134 
Brooklyn, New York and was born 
Brooklyn, New York and can read 
language. 


Graham Avenue, 
on July 17, 1950 at 
and write the english 


"I met Drew Thorton and 
Easter Boogie at Deland, Flo 
1982 or 1983. Thorton and I 
to my military experience, 
special forces qualified due 
United States Marine Corps, 
interested in using me on dr 
knowledge of military night 


David Williams at the 
ida during the spring of 
became friends mostly due 
am airborne qualified and 
to my involvement in the 
Thorton told me he was 
p zone crews due to my 
nf i Itrat ion. 


"On one occasion, Thorton asked me to go to New 
Orleans and help with a drop zone. The deal was called 
off, but Thorton allowed me to keep $500.00 as a 
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retainer. Thorton kept in touch with me and helped me 
out in some tough financial situations. I felt 
indebted to Thorton. 

"Thorton called me and told me he'd pay me ten 
thousand dollars to fly down to Atlanta, Georgia and 
participate in a drop zone operation. I was supposed 
to fly down the week of August 25th, 1985 as the drop 
was to be made August 27, 1985. On August 27, 1985 
Thorton called me and called it off. On September 8, 
1985, Thorton called me and told me to fly down to 
Atlanta, Georgia on Tuesday, September 10, 1985 and 
that David Williams would meet me at the airport. 

"I flew on Delta Airlines and arrived at Atlanta 
airport at around noon, September 10, 1985. The plane 
was delayed and arrived later than scheduled. 

"David Willicims picked me up at the airport in his 
Mercedes with the license plate SKYDIV. We had lunch 
and then drove to William's business office. I waited 
in the car while Williams went into his office for 
about five minutes. From there we went to William's 
house. We talked about the drops which were supposed 
to be made the evening of September 10, 1985 at around 
dusk. The plan called for Drew Thorton to fly from 
Columbia, South America with loads of cocaine and to 
land at West Wind Parachute Ciub in Butts County, 
Georgia and unload the cocaine. From there, the 
cocaine was to be loaded into a vehicle and driven to a 
predetermined iocation. I do not know where this 
location was. I was hired to provide security for the 
drop by examining exit routes and to foliow, with David 
Wiiiiams, in William's red Blazer, the vehicle carrying 
the cocaine. If any one tried to follow the vehicle 
with the cocaine, we were to interfere with it, 
allowing the load to go free. 

"While at the house, Williams cailed his secretary 
and arranged a meeting for that after noon. He told 
his secretary that he could only meet until 4:00 p.m. 
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At around 2:00 p.m. , Williams left his home to attend a 
meeting; I remained at his house. He returned at about 
4:30 pm. He changed from the suit he was wearing into 
jeans and sneakers. We got into his Blazer and drove 
to a small airport. The airport was busy with a lot of 
small single engine and twin engine aircraft. We 
parked the blazer and got into William's small, 2- 
passenger, single engine plane. This we flew to 
another airport. The flight took approximately one 
hour . 


"We arrived at the airport where William's new 
Caravan was being inspected. Williams spoke with a man 
who was husky, in his late 40 's, who was white and wore 

no uniform. This man told Williams that he had a 

slight oil leak in the Caravan but nothing was really 
wrong with the plane. We got into the Caravan and flew 
back to the first airport. The trip took about twenty 
minutes. At this airport, Williams told a woman to 
fill the Caravan with feul. He gave the woman a 
package which I believe contained the registration 
papers for the Caravan; the envelope said "Midnight 
Express" . 

"We drove the Blazer back to William's house. A 
white male arrived at the house to speak to Williams. 

He drove a van to the rear of the house and Williams 

went out to speak to him. He had a dark beard and long 

wavy hair, down to almost his shoulders. He wore a 
baseball cap. He was fairly husky, and appeared to be 
in his thirties. I don't know this man's name. 

"At about 7:00 pm on September 10, i985, Williams 
and I drove the Blazer down to West Wind Parachute Club 
to make the pick-up. We got there at about 7:45 pm. 
There was still a plane up in the air and there were 
people at the drop zone; this upset Williams. We drove 
to a gas station and waited for these people to leave; 
Williams did not want to be seen. At about 8:45 pm we 
drove up to the drop zone. We waited for the plane. 

At about 9:00 pm Williams decided to drive to the 
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secondary drop-zone which was in northern Georgia. We 
drove the Blazer toward Chattanooga, Tennessee then got 
off of the highway and drove along winding roads till 
we got to the secondary drop-zone. This trip took 
about two or three hours. This drop-zone was on the 
top of a mountain. Williams described it as an 
orchard. I believe it was close to the Tennessee 
border. The plan was for the second man in the plane 
to jump from the plane with the cocaine and to use 
cargo chutes for the rest. We waited there for about 
twenty mintues and then drove to a small airport nearby 
to see if the plane landed there. This airport was 
marked by a light beacon and around the back of the 
airport there were bulldozers. Because there was no 
sign of Thorton's aircraft, we drove back to the 
secondary drop-zone at the orchard. We waited there 
for about ten minutes and Williams got out of the 
Blazer and looked at the tree line looking for 
canopies. Then we drove back to Atlanta and William's 
home. We got home when it was just starting to get 
light outside. Williams and I went to bed, I slept on 
the sofa. Early the next morning, Williams woke me up 
and told me to monitor his answering machine; to answer 
the phone if Thorton called. Williams left early in 
the morning dressed in a business suit. He came back 
to the house at about 5:30 pm. We heard on the 
television news that Drew Thorton was killed while 
jumping. He received a phone call at this time; I 
don't remember him making any calls other than to find 
out the next flight from Atlanta to New York. We drove 
in the Mercedes to the Atlanta airport and he bought a 
plane ticket on Delta Airlines for me. He paid for it 
with a credit card; I was out of money. I flew out of 
Atlanta around 9:00 pm. 

"I believed that Thorton was ripping off the 
Columbians because I had heard that Thorton had done a 
similar thing once before from someone I met a Deland, 
Florida. He told me that Thorton had landed a plane, 
unloaded the cocaine, went back up with some cocaine 
strapped to him and then bailed out allowing the plane 
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to crash. He would claim that he was being followed 
and had to bail out and the people he ripped off would 
assume that the authorites had the cocaine at the crash 
site. 


"I was never paid any of the ten thousand dollars 
I was promised. 

"I have read this five page statement, have 
initialed all corrections, and it is entirely true and 
correct. 

”/s/ Ruben Soto 10/12/85 


“ WITNESS; 

' I SA, FBI, New York, N.Y. 10/12/85 

' I | SA, FBI, New York, NY, 10/12/85" 


In addition to the above signed statement, the 
following description of RUBEN SOTO was obtained from observation 
and interview: 


Name 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Tattoos 


Res i dence 


Telephone Number 


RUBEN SOTO 
July 17, 1950 
Brooklyn, New York 
Male 

Hispanic 
5 feet 6 inches 
135 pounds 
Black 
Brown 

"Airborne" and parachute on 
left forearm; United States 
Marine Corps insignia on right 
forearm 

13^ Graham Avenue 
Apartment 2 
Brooklyn, New York 
718-782-1660 
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Present Employment 


Past Employment 


Ex-wi f e 


DEL GUDICEI ENTERPRISES 
55 Voorhis Lane 
Hackensack, New 3ersey 
(Mechanic) 

Telephone - 201-488-2226 
S. AXMAN AND SON WATERPROOFING 
Utica Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 
(Mechanic) 


Children 

Vehicles 
Social Security 
Account Number 
Father 
Brothers 


None 

101 - 40-3755 
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On Septemb er 24, 1985, at 5:27 p.m.. Special Agent 
received an anonymous telephone call from 


an individual wanting to provide important information concerning 
ANDREW (DREW) THORTON. The anonymous caller would not identify 
himself due to the fact the information being provided was 
singular in nature and he believed there would be possible 
repercussions if his identity was learned. 


The caller stated DAVID WILLIAMS was a partner and 
the co-conspirator of THORTON in THORTON'S cocaine and illegal 
drug activity. The caller stated WILLIAMS is a very prominent 
businessman located in the Buckhead area, Atlanta, Georgia, 
and is himself an expert skydiver. WILLIAMS' is the sole owner 
of Air Carrier Express Services and owns 49 percent of a 
corporation by the name of Mid States Group. The caller stated 
WILLIAMS can be a very violent person and is in very serious 
financial shape. The caller indicated WILLIAMS had embezzled 
in excess of $300,000 from the Mid States Group. WILLIAMS' 
embezzlement activities were discovered by WILLIAMS' majority 
partner whom the caller indicated is going to cover up the 
theft . 


The caller advised WILLIAMS was supposed to pick 
up THORTON the day before THORTON came to Atlanta and also 
on the day THORTON died. The caller suggested that the flight 
records of Air Carrier Express Services be compared to those 
identified with THORTON which should indicate the two coincided. 
The calle r further indicate d WILLIAMS will be "har boring" 
who apparently was 


The caller would provide no more additional information 
citing the fact should he give any more information his identity 
would be obvious. 
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( PROTECT ) , I 

DELTA AIR LINES, Atlanta, Georgia, provided tne roxj.owj.ny 
information: 


stated that DELTA AIR LINES microfilm 
records indicate that on September 10, 1985, a person representing 
himself to be RUBIN SOTO bought a one way ticket from New 
York City - LA GUARD lA AIRPORT to ATLANTA HARTSFIELD AIRPORT. 

This ticket was stamped at the boarding gate for Flight 
Number 803 leaving New York City at 8:30 a.m. on September 10, 
1985. 


I stated that DELTA AIR LINES microfilm 
records indicate that on September 11, 1985, a one way 
ticket was purchased in the naine of RUBIN SOTO, using a 
credit card owned by DAVID WILLIAMS. This ticket was stamped 
at the boarding gate for Flight 710 leaving Atlanta at 
8:35 p.m. on October 11, 1985. 


turned over copies of these microfilmed 
tickets to the interviewing Agent. 
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AIRTEL 


1/10/86 


TOt SAC, LOUISVILLE 

PROM; SAC, ATLANTA (12D-738) (RUC) (SQ 6) 

SUBJECT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II. 

NARCOTICS - ITG 
00 ; LOUISVILLE 


phone call betweeen SA 




Lexington RA/ of January 


Atlanta Division, and SaI I Lexington RA, of January 2, 

1986; 

Enclosed for the Lexington RA are the following: 

1. Original PD-302 reflecting interview of RUBEN 
SOTO on 10/11/85, and interview notes* 

2. Original FD-302 reflecting statment provided 
by RUBEN SOTO on 10/12/85, and original statement made 
and signed by SOTO and interview notes. 

3. PD-395 Waiver of Rights form executed by RUBEN 
SOTO on 10/12/85, and interview log of RUBEN SOTO OP 10/12/85. 

4. Handv/riting exemplars taken from RUBEN SOTO 
on 10/11/85. 

5 . Origin al PD-302 reflecting the interview 

of I I DELTA AIR LINES, conducted on 10/7/85. 

6. Copy of PD-302 reflecting the interview of 

conducted on 10/5/85. 

7. Or iginal PD-302 re flecting an anonymous telephone 
call made to SA on 9/24/85, 

Louisville (Enc.l4)y' 

2 - Atlanta 

CJJ;lmt \J 
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8^ Co py of FD-302 reflecting interview of 
I conducted on 10/4/85. 


Q- r.nnv n-F reflecting an interview of 

conducted on 10/3/85. 

10. Copy of PD-302 reflecting interviev/ of 
conducted on 10/9/85. 


11. Copy of PD-302 reflecting 
Jconducted on 10/4/85. 


interview of 


12. Copy of FD-302 reflecting interview of 
conducted on 10/17/85* 

13* Copy of PD-302 reflecting interview of 
Jconducted on 10/8/85. 


14^ Original PD-302 reflecting interview of 

[ conducted on 10/21/85 ^ and microfiche records 
provided by her. 


As Louisville is aware / Atlanta Division has 
been conducting two investigations, one of which involves 
DAVID WILLIAMS narcotics trafficking activities and the 
other which concerns the crash of his Cessna Caravan airplane 
in Jenkinsburg, Georgia, on September 29, 1985. This latter 
investigation is entitled "ONSUB(S); DESTRUCTION OP CESSNA 
208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC; DAMV; 00: ATLANTA", AT Pile Number 

149A-703 and is still pending in the Atlanta Division. 

To date, myriad interviews have been conducted which pertain 
to both case files. As discussed in referenced telephone 
call, Atlanta Division is forwarding to the Louisville 
Division those PD-302s of interviews which appear germane 
to the ongoing narcotics investigation. 


Additionally, copies of PD-302S which Atlanta 
believes will be of interest to Louisville Division are 
■ being forwarded. Atlanta is maintaining the originals 
of all other PD-302 's in file Atlanta 149A-703. 


As discussed in referenced telephone call, Atlanta 
interviews have revealed that WILLIAMS likely turned to 
cocaine trafficking only recently in order to offset his 
mounting debts. He allegedly had embezzled $350,000 from 
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his company, the MID-STATES GROUP, and was desperately trying 
to pay back this money before the embezzlement was discovered. 
WILLIAMS had incurred large debts subsequent to his purchase 
of a Cessna Caravan airplane which he bought in the Spring 
of 1985. WILLIAMS had known ANDREW CARTER THORNTON for 
several years. They originally met at a skydiving meet 
and became friends through their mutual interest in parachuting* 
They often appeared at meets together throughout the United 
States* It appears likely that WILLIAMS was aware that 
THORNTON was a narcotics trafficker but, until WILLIAMS 
became greatly indebted, he was not involved with THORNTON 
in cocaine smuggling* 

As explained in enclosed PD-302s reflecting the 
interview of RUBEN SOTO and his signed statement, WILLIAMS 
and SOTO were scheduled to meet THORNTON at the WESTWIND 
SPORT AND PARACHUTE CLUB, Jenkinsburg, Georgia, at dusk 
on the evening of September 10, 1985, where THORNTON was 
scheduled to land his airplane and off-load an undetermined 
amount of high grade cocaine. SOTO and WILLIAMS were to 
act as security for this load while an unidentified third 
person was to transport the load to an undetermined location. 
Atlanta Division has not been able to positively identify 
this third person. When THORNTON did not appear on time, 

SOTO and WILLIAMS drove to the secondary drop zone, which 
SOTO described as an orchard in North Georgia. SOTO and 
WILLIAMS searched for cocaine until early in the morning 
of September 11, 1985. When they were unable to locate 
any more loads, they returned to WILLIAMS’ home in Atlanta. 

Upon hearing of THORNTON’S death, SOTO retuped to his 
home in Brooklyn, New York via commercial airliner. 

Atlanta investigation has been able to corroborate 
WILLIAMS’ schedule, as provided by SOTO, through other 
various interviews. 


On 1/6/86, Special Agent (SA)1__ | 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI), Gainesville, GA, 
provided the following information regarding his agency’s 
seizures of cocaine to date that were part of THORNTON’S 
September 10, 1985, loads 

September 14,. 19.85. - 102 kilos were found in 
Fannin County, Georgia, loaded in three duffel bags suspended 
from a parachute. 
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Soyeitt^er .S.r. ,19.85, - 34 kilos were found in a single 
duffel bag in Fannin County r Georgia. 

Qecember „ 2 0, «. 1 9.8 5, - A duffel bag containing an 
indeteminate amount of cocaine was found in Fannin County# 
Georgia# near the carcass of a dead bear* The bear had 
apparently slashed the duffel bag and ingested an unknown 
amount of cocaine which caused his death. GBI officials 
believe that this duffel bag originally contained 34 kilos 
of cocaine and it is unknown whether any v;as carried off 
or whether it ^'^’as destroyed through exposure. 

December .28 #. .198.5 “ 102 kilos were found in Fannin 
County# Georgia, loaded in three duffel bags suspended 
from a parachute* 

Additionally# on September 12# 1985# a Sheriff’s 
deputy in Cherokee County# Georgia# found a parachute tangled 
in the trees in a rural part of that county* The straps 
on this parachute had been slashed and the payload r^oved. 
Subsequent investigation by the GBI Laboratory positively 
identified this parachute and its accompanying straps as 
being identical to the others used by THORNTON. GBI 
investigators speculate that this was another of THORNTON’S 
loads that probably contained three duffel bags with a 
total of 102 kilos inside* No suspects have as yet been 
identified regarding the whereabouts of this load* 

Based on the above# and counting the 34 kilos 
of cocaine found on THORNTON’S body at the time of his 
death# a total of 408 kilos have been accounted for. Of 
this total# 272 kilos are currently in the possession of 
law enforcement personnel* 

Atlanta Division has been unable to develop further 
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of all events in this investigation. 


subjects in thi s investigation . Assistant United 


Attorney ( AUSA ) 

Knoxville# Tennessee# has 




Eastern District of 
Tiilbaniied Atlanta Division that 


States 

Tennessee, 


his office has been conducting an extensive investigation 
into THO RNTON’S narcotics trafficking activities, AUSA 
I I has stated that he expects to indict and prosecute 

those involved with THORNTON’S organiza tion in t he near 
future* Atlanta Division has kept AUSA | | informed 


4 



InasKiuch as prosccut:ion of all potential subjects 
is expected to occur in the Eastern District of Tennessee 
and no further investigation reraains outstanding in Atlanta, 
this matter is being considered RUC. 
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A ND'R,iW ' CART ER‘ THj^RNTOff ,', I 'y ; MA^ COTICS' - ITG ; 00 ; LOUISVILLE . 

■ s-OR INPORriAT ION^.dF^LQUISVILL£ DIVISI N / ON d ANUAR Y '"15 , 193S^ 

I TUR NED OVER T O T HE G gORG I A BUR EAU 
0%I^fVESfiGAT ION' (0B I ) A PAR ACHUTE ‘aND THR EE 0 U FFL E 3 AG% LOADED, 


W IT H OV ER T WO HU ED PQ U ND S 0 f CO CA I N E . |_ 
L 0 AD I N A^ PAST UR E 0 N rfl S'AW 0 PEHJ YIN R UR AL I 


DISCOVERED THIS 


TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION OF tHiS LOAD , I ND I CATES THAT IT MAY 'HAVE 
PART OF ANDREW CARTER ‘THORNTONS LOAD THAT HW AS AIR DROPPED 
ON SEPTEMBER 10;'4S85.'" TH^ LATEST LOAD WAS DISCOVERED APPROXI- 
MAT ELY TWO MILES FROM THE WESTWIND SPORT PARACHUTE. CLUB , THE S ITE 

'k: ■ . ^ 

IhAT HAD BEEN DESIST! AT ED AS THE'PRIMARY OFF-LOAD SITE FOR THORNTONS 

ciiAIN£>|'.-- ■,'■4 , ' , : 

ATLANTA DIVISfON WILL COORDINATE WITH GBi ^ VER I FY THIS LOAD 


^tflRCHFn 


J JAN 7 7 IQ 
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ALBANY ^RIQR ITY ;; 

FBI,. ATLAWTA miORl|:Y 7 , • . \ - 

. ''FBI UOU rsViELF I2i) -303) PRIORITY 




^ATT N-.;' LEXI MGT » ,KE,lku CKY , RES IDENT AG ENCY , 


rtFBI WASHINSItoJ FIEED OFFICE 0 PRIORITY 




f':' ; UN CL AS 


a%drev carter Thornton ti I ©eceased) , NARrcoTics mafier, oo; Lo 

... ■• •' ■ . ir 

,RE R I TELEPHONE - CALL TO LOUl.SVTLLEj-. (SA 


I' \iPXI'K3TON, iC'kuCKY , RE.SIDEHT. ,AG£^^CY) JANU.AR Y 17, 19S6, AND 

, ON JANUARY 17, 


M RTC^'!10>© fFl-EPHOME,.GALL' T'O IOFO ,(SA 

A. ’ ;■ *■ •■".■■ 


,.vV' ■ ' • 

*'■ 0 .N D E CE'XB E'R . 2 7*, 1925 


■ ♦• 
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" i /. 


AT RICHiNONO AND ADVIS© ^AT 1^ 

„OkjferJR 

! ,'i?''’CH£r. , „.. ' ■SIX 

\ "JAN 2 01 ! 







iViO dE RH UNCL A^S 


i?-E:SENTLY iiSSlG NED’ TO 

m ^,s»! .. 


ftD'VISEO- HIS SUPER IORS , 


f»R-fSfe|TL V Oli^R INVEST CR IMI WAL I WVEST IG AT I V£ ’DIVISION 

usMAr, May have be|n Involved he death of caption|:i3 subject. 


Un \ri-<Srrn 


I'.' THEIR HOLES AS 


WERE 14’xONTACrr WITH (FIRST NA>1E UNKNO 
C) A MEMBER OFv THE 


' 7\%SOCIAT E' OF ?CAPTION|D SUBJECT . ...SHORTLY BEFORE :CAPTIONc.:i^ bUju:iwi E 
■:^D%H f=R0M^"-A' MALFUNGT fONl'vG PAR^ACHUrE , | ~| ^AS VISITEJ U3-: ^- 


E' pftRAciMUT'E CLUB ■ CARRYING ALTITUDE PABACHIJTE SYSTEMS (HAPS) 

J • ''S'YSfFMS COMPOSED OF MATH' A.HD RESERVE PARACHUTES, ONE SYSTEM CRAY A 

rR.’ R'' ' ■ I " 

'■■©'DE SYST^ BLACK j- AND HAD AS Kp).' TO ALT E^ 


.T^HE SYSTEMS to ACCEPT . CARGO STR APS-' I N ■OHD ER THAT THEY JISHT 3F USE 


Mb a , 2 m POU WD D 0 OR B U ND LF . 


<VD0ISED THAT THE gray .HAPS I 


P KNOWN TO .HIM*' Tb- BE SJ MI TED STATES GOVnMR'ENT “RCPERTY’AND CAN 3 









PAG E , FO UR- D R H I U M CL A S 

I*5t- LOGGEG THE FACT T^AT HE ' HAD, PA CKED iTHE PAR ^^CHUTE , WHICH f 
SAYS IS A SF-UOUS VIOLATION OF FED EH AL AVIATION ADF.I HISTRATlON (FAA 


RULES. THAT EVENIMC7', 


KflPOR A^ Y ,DUT Y TO 



WHERE 


|flf/ on unexplained 

IsUSPECIS THEY CONSPIRED 


TO REMOVE ANY EVIDE'NCE OF TAMPERING AND TO ALTER THE 


PAR A CH UT E AT A' CARD . ' T 0 S UpSIA NT I ^ T E T H I S CL A I M , 


NOTp;S 


, SHORTLY AFTER 



R ET R I E VED THE T W 0 HAPS, 


FOUN 


sections of very fine MONOFILAMENT NYLON THREAD, WHIQH 

- - ' 1 ■- 

assert'^ HAS ABSOLUTELY NO PLACE IN A ^PAR ACHUT E R EPAIR SHOP. 

B'EyiEvIs IT HIGHLY POSsiBLE THAT, BY WRAPPIS^ AFOREMENTIONED. 
MONOFILAMENT A.R OU® ONE THE RISERS O'F THE HAPS, .IT WOULD HAVE 


•BEE '.'POS S IBL.E T 0 CAU SE I HE PAR A CH UT E S M.AL FU N CTl 0 N . 



IS ALSO 


4F pHE Opinion that captioned subject may have been.. either dead or 
‘unconscious prior his exit from the air plane and that he was not 


HE only PASSENGER ABOARD THE AIRPLANE. 


FURTHER ST AT. ED THA 


It TS HtS UN0EP6TA®ING THAT LTHOR NTON' MADE AT LEAST ONE OTHER, DROP 
OF COCAINE IN G EORG 1 A' PR I OR .TO EXITING T^HE AIRPLANE. 


HIMSELF AN ADMITTED 


iHO. IS PRESENTLY 


.D«D ER „ I NVE ST IG AT IQN B Y 



ADVISED THAT HE BEL I EVES BOTH 




p: PftGE FXVE..|)E UiWTAS 


AS WELL AS 




AND THOR N'T ON., ARE ME?|^ERS OF A 


. T(;|DCA INE ’TRAJ^FI CKIN'G ,OH CALLED TftE ”COMPA'NY" OR . 

.. "C-OR^POR AJ IQ N A GROUP OF, .EX- $PE ClAL FOR CES , B A MG ER S AND CLI STO-US 

L"'VER.SONm COCAI.ME. 




BELIEVES THAT 



HIMSELF A 


MAY HAU 


. F!^.OWN f|)R THE^ aforementioned' COCAINE TRAFFICKING ORGANIZATION, 

j:. - ■’S'* 

DROPS HAMPSHIRE, 



ARE STILL employed AT 


BELIE'VES 
,'CLNT ER aT 


IS NOW AT THE 


JhaS been J hr eat E, NED WITH DEATH 3Y 


ITHF oONTINUES ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT 



CriVITIES. IN ADD, IT ION, 


ADVISES T HAT HE HAS SEEN WARNED BY 
NOT TO TALK ASQ'JT WHAT HE 


F HAS, LEAR NED , THAT THE ’’FBI WILL HANDLE WHAT THEY^WANl TO." | 

■ '•.WHO ALSO- alleges widespread COCAINE USE BY USmA CADETS AND 
PER SONNEL ', 3,EL IE.VES TH|^T THE MILITARY INTENDS TO; COVER UP ANY 


b ER'5 g. AT OR Y INFORMATION A8 OUT, pSMA , FEAR ING A SCANDLE TH&E. 



ADVISED THAT HE HAS MET ' SA 


WFO , SINGE BOTH 


ARE PAR ACHinrE ENTHUSIASTS. THIS FACT WAS CONFIRMED^ IN A TELEPHONTG; 
OONVER'SATION^^O^ JANUARY 16, 198S, BETWEEN SA AND SA 



.SIX OE RH 000,1 UWCL AS 
I I R I C3^ 0 ® ; D . I V I S 10 C 


IM fH£ PHESENi 


.R IGHi^OW ^,msi0$j DESlfe REI NTERVIEW \_ |l^ 

oaI ^ I nn^!' TO SA PER so . KNOWkEDu E 0 ; 


J DUE TO SA, | [ PERSOMAb . ur| I"' 

:ECHNI':CAL EXPERTISE I M THE AREA OF PARACHUTES,. IT IS 


NOT® .SA 


bts’OU/^'lFIED AS A (‘FASTER PARACHUTE RIGGER FROf^i FAA , 


AS WELL AS BEING A^'- ENT HUS lAST Of T HE S PORT . IN ADDITION, SA 
IS PRESENTLY working ‘NARCOTICS MATTERS AT W.FO . 


ON JANUARY 17,'"198S, 


TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT HE WILL 


. BEilN THE ftIGHMOND -DIVISION FOR WEEKEND LEAVE ON THj:. WORMING 6i' . 

■JANUARY 20, 19f6, AND ftAN MEET’' WITH BUAG EnTS AT R I CH MO ND 

.Head QUART E??s, 

W^SHT^JGTON FIELD OFFICE, AT .WASHINGTON , D. C. - REQUEST G a | ~| 
^ I §E ALLOWED T 0 TR AVEL TO R I CH M6’'® D 1 VI SION ON MORNING 0 F 


iiAvNUARY 20, 198S, TO ASSIST IN REIMTERVIEW Of[ 


KNOWLEDGE OF CAPTIONED S'£J ECT S ACT I VIT lES 


REFERENCE T0| |KNOWLE0GE OF CAPilONliu 

AND. OTHER AWCOTICS RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

’ ■ SAC, RICHMOND , CONCURS WITH TRAVEL OF SA 
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FBI 



TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

13 -Airtel., 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
.□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 1/22/ 86, 


TO: SAC, ATLANTA (149A-703) (SQ. 8) 

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (12G-303) (P) 

UNSUB (S); 

DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, 

TAIL #N551CC; 

■ ' DAMV; NARCOTICS ■ • 

00 : ATLANTA 


Re Atlanta airtel to Louisville dated 10/21/85. 


• On 1/22/86, investigation conducted at Covington, 
'Kentucky revealed that the 1986 Haines Criss Cross Directory 
fVT Northern Kentucky disclosed that telephone number 


Lentucky qiscio 
His issued tof 


Boone County Police 

Department^ Burlington. Kentucky, advised her recor ds 


were negative regarding] 1 fur ther 

advised her records were negative regarding I 

I except for a trafic violation dated 10/22y83, 

at whicn time he was charged with improper passing, 
paid the fine 11/30/83. 


Informatio n obtained from the citation revealed 


3 


to be a 


DOB 


I I Director, Northern Kentucky Drug Unit, 

Florence, Kentucky, was conta cted on 1/22/86 and advised his 
files were negative regarding 


as being involved in any narcotic activity. 


s 


- Atlanta (149A-703)- 
'2)- Louisville (12G-303) 
RWK/rc 
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he 
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he 
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he 
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BRyKSROIN - 

B6ar slu wbles onto cocaina, 
dies of overdose in Georgia 


AssoQlaMiPrtsst 

BBUE :Rib6]E/ Gg; —T 
a Shipment of cbcaine dropped intp^ 
ja nortlt Georgia if orei§t beford drii^ 
jgehts cpuid ;get to it^ andnat least 
me brain died of a very expensive 


mated 

ing powder had been torn, opieti; and 
the dinig tedten> or scattere^^^ when 
ajgents found it, Friday;' ’ " " 

The: ripped duffel bag. and .shred- 
ded package vrerd believed to bd 
the last ^ces b( .4 drujg-shipindh^ 
^dropped J(rpm a^ bv ^nr. 

irew Thornton; , a 40-year-oid tor?* 
ner narcpo^ m'ficer 
ieath in KTO^liici, on Sept 

Li; ^id Ga^ the Sedrgih 


Bureau, of investigation, . , * , i 

‘ ^‘The bear gbt to. it. before we-| 
could^ apd he tore the duffel bagj 
open,, got; hiih. some cbcaihp and; 1 
bp'di” Garner said, ^ ^‘The ;beai^- 
have.apparentiy scattered ithem:[the| 
packages] aif bydr fhe hiilsides;^ We i 
dpn!t kiipw hovt many bpare are S 


involved; We :^bw there was one, 
bebause we found him^ There’s ' 
nothing left but bones, and a big 
hide;” . , 

InvestJiatbia saj the black bear,' 
which, weighed more than 150 
pounds; had been dead about four 
weeks. , - 

' GBI agents^ found thd' bears- re- 


See. BEA» 


Back page, epi: 4; this sectip| ;; 


l®Pht(hye^ Page One - 

^ in thife 1 

[I ipuntafris.'jUst sbUth: of the Tenhekl 
!gpe:hhe;.*'‘- ^ ^ 


..i 

th ? 


-MvA _ 

Earachutek and! 77 .':pouhds- of co-!| 
,caine strapped, td him wKeii he- die^® 
.% Knoxville; . , , . T;v 

j Tnomtoii died lah hour before' dn 
,M imanned: airplpije , crashed inti) ' a 
.glorth Carolina nidtmtaih. , A ' Itey, 
bearing; the plahe's .idehtificatyhj 
number was fpiind-in his pdckefe:!, 

, V FHday.’s ; find;' wda. ■. the.' third- ' ip j 
jbeo^rgla; and wa^: less than '1# 

J ^rdsirom. where ;GBivagente fdu® 
rbdut 75 .pqundsiotcocainfe invddffiS'. 
■pa^,,in.eariy;Npvgm6 , 
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OF OVERDOSE IN GEORGIA 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 
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R 28 0219Z JAN 8£ 

Ff1 ATLANTA (12D-738) (P)' (S<? 6) 

TO ALBANY (149A-303) ROUTINE 

f 

LOUISVILLE ROUTINE 
BT 

UNCLAS 

UNSUBS; DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 207, TAIL NUMBER N551CC; JENKINSBUR6 , 
GEORGIA; DAMV; NARCOTICS; 00: ATLANTA (AT 14 9A-703) 

ANDREW CARTER THORfflON, II; NAR COT I.CS -D ; 00: LOUISVILLE; (AT 12D- 


738). 


'I c-'3 


REFERENCE ALBANY AIRTEL T<6 ATLANTA DATED JANUARY 7, 1986, 

FOR THE' INFORMATION OF LOUISVILLE, REFERENCED AIRTEL CONTAINS 


information PROVIDED BY ALBANY SOURCE 


WHICH INDICATES 

T HAT 




HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING 


CAPTIONED CASES WHICH THEY ARE WITHHOLDING FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT 


OFFICIALS. ALBANY DIVISION BELIEVES THAT 


^ Ip 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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PAGE TWO. AT 12) -75S UNCLAS 

WHO HAVE ALSO BEEN IMPLICATED IN THE THEFT OF INCENDIARY SMOKE 
GRENADES FROM THE ARMY, ARE CO NQER NED THAT THEIR MILITARY CAREERS 
ARE IN JEOPARD Y DUE TO THEIR CRIMINAL ACTIVITY AND ASSOCIATION WITH 
THORNTON. 



ALBANY DIVISION HAS REQUESTED THAT ATLANTA DIVISION 
ATTEMPT TO CORROBORATE THEIR SOURCE INFDRMATION. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF ALBANY DIVISION , FBI LABORATORY 
ANALYSIS HAS’ FAILED TO DISCLOSE THAT SABOTAGE WAS INVOLVED IN THE CRASH 


OF DAVID WILLIAMS CESSNA CARAVAN AIRCRAFT IN JENKINSBURG , GEORGIA. 
INVESTIGATION INTO THE NARCOTICS ORGANIZATION HEADED BY ANDREW 
CARTER THRONTON HAS SHOWN THAT VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE WEST POINT- 
PARACHUTE CLUB, IN PARTICULAR 

HAD DEALI^’GS WITH THORNTON AND WERE LIKELY INVOLVED IN H-IS COCAINE 
DISTRIBUTION ACTITIVIES. VARIOUS SOURCES HAVE STATED THAT 


SUPPLIED THE PARACHUTES THAT THORNTON USED WHEN HE DROPPED HIS VARIOUS 
LOADS OF COCAINE ON SEPTEMBER 9 AND 10, 1985, AND ONE SOURCE HAS STATED 


THAT 



ABOARD THORNTONS AIRPLANE WHEN HE FLEW FROM COLUMBj- 
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b7C 

b7D 
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PAGE THREE AT 12D-178 U\’CLAS 



SIVE KNOWLEDGE REFERENCE THORNTON AND WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPLY ^lUCH INFp 

4- B ' 

T ION REGARDING HIS COCAINE IMPORTATION ACTIVITIES. CURRENTLY, AUSA 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, IS DIREC'^ 

THE FEDERAL INVESTIGATION OF THORNTON AND HIS ASSOCIATES. ATLANTA 
DIVISION HAS SUPPLIED ALL RESULTS OF ITS INVESTIGATION REFERENCE 
THORNTON TO LOUISVILLE DIVISION WHO IS OFFICE OF ORIGIN IN THIS MATTER. 

AS NO EVIDENCE HAS BEEN UNCOVERED TO INDICATE THAT SABOTAGE 
WAS INVOLVED IN THE CRASH OF DAVID WILLIAMS AIRPLANE, ATLANTA INTENDS 
TO CLOSE DAMV INVESTIGATION IN THE NEAR FUTLIRE. ATLANTA 
D IVISION RECOMMENDS THAT ALBANY DIRECT ALL RESULTS OF ITS NARCOTICS 
INVESTIGATION REFERENCE ANDREW THORNTON TO LOUISVILLE DIVISION AND 
REPUESTS THAT ALBANY APB?ISE ATLANTA OF ANY INFORMATION UNCOVERED 
regarding THE CJJASH OF DAVID WILLIAMS CESSNA CARAVAN AIRCRAFT. 

BT 
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FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
0 AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSiFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 
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□ UNCLASEFTO 


□ UNCLAS 


2/7/86 


FROM : ]l y SAC, ATLANTA (149A-703) (P) (SQ 8) 

SD^ECTf DNSUBS; DESTRUCTION OF 

CESSNA 208, TAIL #N551CC 
DAMV; NARCOTICS; 

00: ATLANTA 

Re Louisville airtel to Atlanta, dated 1/22/86. 
For information of Louisville I I 


are , 

of captioned aircraft^ 


who died in the crash. 


Louisville (12G-303) 
2 - Atlanta (149A-703) 
JRQ:clb 
(4) 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) (Tinri 








TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

tUC AIRTEI 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 2/11/86 


TO; SAC, ATLANTA 

FROM: SAC, CINCIl^TI (149A-365) (P) 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 1 3i f-, - 
NARCOTICS (D) 

00: LOUISVILLE in^ qqq 

AT FILE 12D-738 

UNSUB(s); ; 

DESTRUCTION Off^CESSNA 208, 

TAIL NUMBER N^aCC, 

DAMV; \ 

00: AT ' 

AT FILE 149A-703 

Contact was made on 2/4/86, with| 

phio State Prison who advised that 
on i2/i//b5,| \ was transported to the Southern Ohio 

Correctional Facility, Lucasville, Ohio 45699, (614) 259-5544. 

LEADS : 


CINCINNATI DIVISION 


AT PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 

Interview Inmatej | Southern Ohio 

Correctional Facility, Lucasville, Ohio, regarding the narcotics 
trafficking organization of ANDREW CARTER THORNTON and/or any 
knowledge he may have regarding the crash of DAVID WILLIAM'S CESSNA 
208, in Butts County, Georgia, in which 17 parachutists were 
killed. 

4-Atlanta 

^(2-12D-738) (2-149A-703) 

^^Louisville 

3-Cincinnati 


LMH : kar 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


P--303 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 


PED^L BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION^ 

Date of transcription 1/30/86 


was interviewed at the offices of the FEDERAL BUREAU 
INVESTIGATION (FBI), Richmond, Virginia. After being advised of 
the identi ties of t he interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
interview. I I provided the following information: 


is presently 


assianed to thel 



the fact that 


In addition, the PARACHUTE CLUB has beei 
CID investiaation into the activities of 




omina a 


obtaining thel 

^ sought after position an 




[perceived to b e the unsafe practices utilized by| | 

I in the packing of the parachutes utilized by 

USMA cadets. 


told 


that the method of packing the parachutes 


Investigation on 1/20/86 at Richmond, Virginia File # Richmond l2E-22y 

Louisville 12-303 


by SA 
SA 


b SA 


jPE/bwh 


Date dictated 1/24/86 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RH 12E-229 

Continuation of PD-302 of 


, On 1/20/86 , Page 2 


there would lead to premature wear and tear on the parachutes, as 
well as res ulting in a hig her number of malfunctioning parachutes. 

refused to take l ~l advise and, in fact, there 


were a high number of injuries among the cadets due to parachute 
malfunctions. 


I 


of 

and outright theft of property. In 


the activities 

which included e mbezzlement, m isuse 


fa. 


an FBI Agent came to talk to 

J about a whole shipment of M-18 smoke grenades with lot 


numbers buffed off which had been found at an area parachute club 
The FBI turned the case oyer to CID. y ?ho began to investigate it. 


In an e ight month period. 


CID, drew 1', 000 smoke grenades. [ 


according to[ 


lhad I 


move empty cases of smoke grenades around the 
in order to mi slead the CI D investigators as to the numbe r of 


Jshop 


smok e grenade s 


told[ 


]had actually used. 


later 


belonging to_ 

smoke grenades at [ 


land CTD invfaahigal-.ora that he had used a plane 


a 0 L.X1 Cl U XXCXVU C« U Xi^ 

(phonetic) to drop o ff two cases of 


J parachute club. 


also used 


plane, a Cherokee 206, to 

ferry cadets to parachute meets at an inflated price. One of the 


pilots at GARDNER DROP ZONE PARACHUTE CL UB told \ 
government was getting "ripped off," and 


]that the 


was receiving a "kickback” from|_ 


leasing of the aircraft. 


1 sus pected that 
I for the 


]( 


along with 

directed meets involving USMA cadets . In October 1985. 

I I the West Point Invitationa l Meet at GARDNE R DROP 






Ymw 


PARACHUTE CLUB. ^During 

J lof thef 

the meet.i 

1 one or rne 

\ told 

r 1 thatl 

Jiad "made well" off 

of the meet for having 

.it atl I 

After the meet.i 

Itold 


Jtwo large rolls 


of money he had in his pocket. One of the rolls was from the 
”kitty^” part of the $7f800#00 in fees paid by USMA cadets for the 
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RH 12E-229 

Continuation of PD-302 of 


On 1/20/86 , Page. 3 


GARDNER meet, b ut the other roll was for himself. 

suspecti ng that| I had embezzled money from the USMA 

stude nts! |how much money he had made , off th? 

meet, | | causing 

state ne riid not want to know anything about it.. The 


to 

next day. 


] he had an extra $ 1,300.00 fro m the 

meet and did not know where it had com e from. I I told 

I I the DEP ARTMENT OF CADET 


ACTIVITIES (DCA) 


had told DCA what the 


price of each cadet's participation in the meet owuld be, and 
eventually settled on a $1,050.00 price per cadet. This was an 
extremely high price, higher than outsiders paid for participation 
in the competition. 


I 


T under instructions from 


and 


obtained $150.00 from each cadet, of which $32.50 was collected 
for the UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION (USPA) , whi^ included 
dues, fees and nSPA magazine subscription f or one year . \Z 

If or more.] 


replied th at there were none available, but 
that and! I had them all the time 


atdl 

ime.l 


~l lat er learned 
Hwas also 


I but all cadets did sign tne 



_ During the time 

I was in t he shoo,! jwas the only other person 

7 1 I found this odd and reported the incident, as well 


there 


as the hig h rate of injuries J^he ni ub w^ s experiencing to Major 
I (phonetic) , who was 


members of the AIRBORNE DETACHMENT. [ 


of refreshe r trainin g for 
I told I I not to 


worry about it and was uninterested when 


attempted to 


] 
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Subsequently, 


began receiving complaints from 


OSMA cadets to the effect that they had not received their 
membership cards of magazine subscription to USPA, A subsequent 
inquiry by CID determined that there was only $600.00 in the USMA 
PARACHUTE CLUB account, but that l l had $8,000.00 in his 

personal ag count. CID investigation also determined that 


Jmade deposits into his account after every class 

J trained . 


During the summer of 1985, [ 


became embroiled 

in a situation involving the theft of skvliaht win dow frames from 


zj — -» 

the Post Eng ineers building bv an individual named 

^nhr>no4--i [ 


named (First Name Unknown) 

had discovered the^ theft and was investigating 


] (Phonetic) . CID 



] slide the stolen skylight window frames under a fence 

at the post engineers building, and CID was forced to discontinue 
its case after the stolen property mysteriously reappeared. 


One morning in October 1985, f 


an agitated state. [ 


Jthat he 


]1 


in 


was in trouble because the sewinq machines assigned to tne snop 
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came to inspect the machines, but CID 


became aware of this. 



Though the PARACHUTE CLUB at USMA was supposed to be for 
cadets and USMA CLUB members only, members of area clubs were 
constantly hanging around the parachute shop. One of the 
individu als who used to visit t he shoo was a white male known to 


as (First Name Unk nown) 
understood to be a[ 




(phonetic) , whom 


unit s€a tioned in the area and who wore a 

could not remember t he exact unit parcn. 




though 
day in 


brought two High Altitude Parachute 
systems (HAPS) , composed ot a main and reserve parachute each, to 
the USMA PARACHUTE CLUB. I 


A7A cargo straps are wrapped around a door bundle 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



PD-302a . (11-15-83) 



RH 12E-229 

Continuation of FD-302 of 


, On 1/20/86 


Page 6 


being dropped from a plane and are composed of cargo straps 
approximately 15 feet long, including D-rings and friction 
adapters, enabling a bundle of up to 500 pounds to be parachuted 
to the ground. 


talked to 

purpose of the A7A straps. [ 
drop a doo 


ask ing him a bout the 
|told l I that he had to 

When 


r bundle with a radio controll ed parapoint system. 
Jxetrieved the parachutes from i l and 

I he whispered in a conspiratorial manner ^ol 
Apprnvinja't-f^l V r>r>A i-n ^mo days after 


and I |. Approx iitv 

retrievea tne parachutes J 


t 


received a telep hone call 

Ifrom the Ace 

j _ _ 


before 11:00 a.m. from 

Board Section at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Ace Board is a 
section of the United States military d evoted to th e research and 
repair of parachutes. I I along with i | had been a 

member of the UNITED STATES ARMY'S Golden Knights Parachute Team. 


asked if 


1was there. L 


~l was not, 

being in| | told 

I ~| that an individual bv the name o f THORNTON / phonetic^ had 


been killed in a parachute jump and that| ] had packed t he 

parachute he was wearing at frinwa of his df»ath. I I 


The parachute had never been logged in as being 


packed at the USMA PARACHUTE CLUB loft as required by FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) rules. The last HAPS, a black one, 
was logged in in April 1985, as being packed by[ 


HAPS thaTT 


1hunq up the phone 


packed both the gray and black 

had brou ght in the week bef ore. After 

] that , I 


FRe 



That weekendL 

after conferring withf^ 


on emergency leave, lett tor 


land telling! 


However , [ 


jand, 

I he was going 
later 
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inspection.” 1 

knew of no reason whv 

such an inspection was 

necessary. 

had been atl Iforr" 

[years, the same 


time asl 1 npon their arrival ini 

^ 



to 1 

1 suspected thatl 



met withi 



J As a matter' of fact,L 


Jwas very strict about 


prohibiting non-regulation items, wh ich the monofilament thread 

After I 


w as. 


from the parachute shoo. 


]that THORNTON had been 


killed after the slider on his reserve parachute malfunctioned 

I I sabatoged . 

the parachute system by wrapping or sewing the monofilament into 
the riser and slider system of the HAPS system THORNTON was 
utilizing. 


The following week after THORNTON'S death, a Caravan 
airplane belonging to (First Name Unknown) WILLIAMS crashed, 
killing a ll 16 indiv iduals aboard, including WILLIAMS and a close 


That Pla ne had been at GARDNER DROP ZONE 


friend of, , ^ 

during the summer of 1985, and | ~| was familiar with the 

plane's mechanics, including the fuel system and filters. It wa.s 
later determined that the plane had crashed because its fuel was 
contaminated . 


In later conversations with| i 

that THORNTON and WILLIAMS were partners. | 

the people in the Caravan airplane were killed in revenge for 
THORNTON'S death by a cocaine smuggling organization called 'the 
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"Company” or "Corporation”, a group composed of ex-special forces 
and CUSTOMS members now engaged in smuggling cocaine who blamed 
WILLIAMS for THORNTON'S death. 


earn nmAn^ 


In the summer of 
was working for the "Corporation/Company" but tha 
had been "screwed over" bv them oy er parachute 


1 


that 


at one time. 


1 that THORNTON w as 

that 


he did investigations "on ; the side," and it was 

understanding that THORNTON had an investigative agency. 


When I had talked about 

THORNTON'S parachute ma lfunctioning, they thought it wag fnnnv. 


after THORNTON'S death, but he 


had changed his ap pearance bv shaving off his mustache. 

later learned that | [ had run the "slush fund" and TDY 

monies for the Golden Knights, 




During 
pilot, wo uld fly 
the [ 


1 

□ 

to 


Inn ni 


who is a 
lane. 


IS 


1 


loked about these st rips# say ing he was flying shit" up to 

I suspected |of using cocaine, as 
I mood would tp hange suddenly, but he never saw either 
with any form of drugs. However . dur i na 
P ZONE, a local drug dealer j 
1 approxima tely S4*^.nn worth of ma rijuana 


tne meet at Gar dner pro 
( phone tic^ soldi 


due to[ 


approx xma 
association with 


who at 


that point wanted to leave the military as tast as he could, had 
formulated a plan to use marijuana in order to receive a discharge 
the milit ary for failing a urinalysis test. Whil e at the 
meet, I I asked an individual known only to him as| |(Last 

fel ■ ' ■ - ■ ■ ■ - 


Name Unknown) where he could buv som ^ drugs, f 
trailer located at the I land 
sweatsuit, asked 

[ 


drugs , 


|pointed to a 
wearing a USMA 


who owned the trailer / to sell him some 

[replied words to the effect of, "Yeah, I always 

have drugs for you guys at West Point " and/ after sharing a 
marijuana cigarette between! himself and his girlfriend or 
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wife, 1 


for the 

mariguana. At 

suggestion, I 

Imade out the check 


for equipment. While in 


trailer , 


saw a 


plastic bag containing what he believed to be appr ovimatpl v jF our 
to six ounces of cocaine, a small portion of w hich I 


into small lines and, with his wife, snorted, 
caliber revolver with him in the trailer. 


had a 


phaped 
.38 



from 


told 



potency and used to grow marijuana at the 

|near Walkill, New York, an old abandoned air strip, 
unrii rne FBI had built their evasive driving school there. 


forcing 
Point . 


drug dealing activity. 


to move his marijuana plants closer to West 
m'ay have been arrested by the FBI later for his 


directly toward Caotainl 


face 

probably reported 


J oward ^ 
face, n. 


mot 


After I liefti [ trailer, he walked 

Jand exhaled marijuana smoke into 

»d the smell of marijuana and 

to CID, as I I was later given a 

urinalysis exam, which he fa iled. I l also ate part of the 

mari-iuan a he had bought from 


land discarded the rest. 

I had given an anonymous tip about hims elf to CID earlier, 

but no action was ever taken on it. I I formulated his plan 

for failing the urinalysis exam by c ontacting a military lawyer at 
Fort Lee, Virginia. The lawyer told f |that the easiest way 


to get out was thro ugh a dr ug invest igation a nd detailed the 
process to Later, | ~| halke d to I 


Jtold 


(phonetic) an investigator at CID, OSMA. 

marijuana stays in the body for several months and told 
that one of the easiest places to purchas e marijuan a was at the 


that 


LATIN AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB in West Point. 


] went to the 


LATIN AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB, purchased marijuana from an individual 
there, used part of it and then made an anonymous phone call to 
CID saying that an individual driving a red car was using drugs. 
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did not turn himself into CID because as a 
self-admitted user, he would have been given amnesty and put into 
an alcohol and drug dependency program called ADCOr which makes it 
impossible for the military to dismiss an individual. The only 
way the military can discharge an individ ual is by catching that 
person in a drug investigation. I wa s determined to get oulp 

of the military due to the involvement withf 


and the fact thaU* 
to^ 


had not guaranteed him a transfer back 
eved thatP Jconspired with 


_ bel 

ottier individuals to have | b ump and quarters pay cut so 

he could be broken finanoiqnyf forcing him to work for 


had to quit her 


Dusiness because of a possibl e conflict of interest over 


posting to USMA, but, , 

because he did not want competition, because [ 


]felt thatQ 


1 


]had re ported ner 


involved in buying new parachutes and equipment for the 
DROP ZONE, which he turned over to 


had been 
GARDNER 

]• 


himself was never involved in any drug 
trafficking and never receive d anv money for his activities, with 

[ gave him. After the 

3 pulled out a rol l of 

jtell inql Ith at he had 


the exception of $100.00 that 
West Point Invitational Meet, 
$100.00 bills and gave one to 
been a great help on the weeke nd . 
could not accent it. wher eupon r 
loan. 


Itold 


knew that 


^ I that he 

] said he would maxe it a 
w anted to buv a camper from 


another individual present and told 


I 


]that he wanted 


help on the weekends with packing chut es and and "other 

things" which he said he would talk about later. A ccepted 

the $100.00 which he paid t o the indiv idual a«=>i i i nn the camper top 

] telling [ lit was for 


who, in turn returned it to [ 
the "too t you gave me." 


] laughed at this. Subsequently, 


Chapiaxnf 
at USMA. [ 


changed his mind about leaving the military and contacted 
' ]and t old him a bout the activities he had witnessed 

_he was pursuing it the wr ong way a nd 

Tnereafte r.l I contacted I I 


told 

told him to contact q 


TJ7 
bf CID, 


USMA. 


Jnever contacted the 
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FBI at Newburgh r New York, but was contacted by them in reference 

to the drug trafficking activity at GARDNER DROP ZONE. 

was surprised by the activities at GARDNER DROP ZONE. While . 

there, he witnessed many individuals openly carrying handguns 
and/or shou lder weap ons, and once heard fully automatic weapons _ 

fire, which believed to be from a MAC-10 submachine gun, 

coming from the woods surrounding GA RDNER DROP ZONE. The BLUE SKY 


RANCH , 

three aircraft in 1985. 


and GARDNER DROP ZONE lost 

After one plane crash, there was concern 
] and other individua]| g t ^he plane was 

knows as 


among the | 

"clean." The pilot of that plane, whom 
constantly carries a shotgun in a case whenever 


he flies. 


After the CID investiga tion into 


activities , 


and 


was t old by a cip investigator 


that the supply diversion case against 

percent," but that CID had been trying to get 

lon g time. N ° trial date was s et and in re cent conversations with 


CIDJ 


3 


Iwas "a hundred 
for a 
itii 


has been told that 


is being investigated 

under an Art icle 32 inve stigation, which may not require witnesses 


or a tr ial . 

is bacK ar worK. 


Charges by CID confirmed that 

parachute ^ parking w«a r^ true; however ,[ 
charged. 


has been suspended from his job but I 
Subs equent inve stigation on 



pion as |_ 

his Dosi^ 

a cadet 

either . 



charges a bout the 

Ihas not been 


P 


is not in any trouble at all and still is in 
Jof the Parachute Detachment. 
[in has not been charged 

is now at the J.F.K. 


under 
believes that 


Special Warfare School at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 


Rbnrt-lv 




by CID, 

thought to be a threatening manner. [ 


came to see 


were int erviewed 


]in 

ftemr 


what 

JaTtempted to grad 


f 


by the arm and warn ed him to stay away from him. When 


attempted to leaver 


blocked his way. 


| is still awaiting word on the investigation 

pertaining to his failure to pass the urinalysis test and has 
requested a hearing with general officers present. 
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CID about 


fears that, despite 
rne supply diversion aspect. 


confession to 


a coverup will be done on 
his charges about the "Company/Corporation" and narcotics 
activities among USMA personnel A military l awyer 


has talked to 


involved in the investigation of 
about the embarrassment such charges would cause to the USMA. 


after his interview with CID, complained 
that he had received threatening phone calls warning him to keep 
his mouth shut or his family would be in danger. 


is willing to under 

connection with his above statements 

where his wife and^ stepchildrgn arf^ onrrpntiv 




o a polygra ph examination in 




home resi dence , 


telephone number 
Jsocial Security Account Number is 


residing, is 


MOTOR VEHICLES in 


is described from interview and DEPARTMENT OF 
ormation as follows: 


Name 

Address 

Race 

Sec 

Date of Birth 
Social Security 
Account Number 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
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Field office in dices and National Crime Information 
Center negative regarding 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


AIRTEL 


DATE: 2/18/86' 


TO : LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 

>/^TTN: LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, RESIDENT AGENCY 

ACTING SAC, RICHMOND (12E-229) (RUC) 

1 

SUBJECT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON III (deceased) 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LS 


\ 


Re Richmond teletype to the Bureau dated 1/18/86. 


Enclosed for Louisville are two copies of FD-:^n2 and 
Agent's notes regarding intf^rvitaw of 


I 


on 1/20 /86. Also enclosed f or 


on 


LiOuisviiie Is the or ig inal cancelled check 

1/20/86, which he used for the purc hasing of mari~iy ana from a West 
Point, New York, area, drug dealer. 


(phonetic) . 


_ Enclosed for the information pf the Albany Division ar^ 
two copie s of aforementioned FD-302 of 


: 


as well as one copy o f cancelled chec k used bv 

for purchase of marijuana from' ' 


On 1/20/86, 


Richmond Office in the presence of Richmond Special Agents , 

oj 


interviewed in depth at 


the 


wasnington Field Office. | I reiterated information contained 

in referenced teletype, and provided further details on nr im inal ^ 

activi ties of I I 

at the I !-■ 


Although _ 
activit ies on the 'part ot f 
cerning ' ^ 


I in 


criminal 
is information con- 
involvement in the 


company/ uuLporarion," a narcotics trafficking cartel, is based on 




^-Louisville (Encs. 4)t 
2- Albany (Enc. 3) 
.2-Washington Field Office 
I 1-Richmond 
^JPE/kdi 
A(7) 


( Info) 
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incidents surrounding captioned subject's death, statements by 
■ and his own supposition; however, t he possibility 

/ ex i st -iJiftat there is a direct connection between I 


and THORNTON, through (FNU) 


[pnonetic; , 




Imav be attemotina to use the Bureau to helo 

himself , 

as he is presently 




Washington Field Office will furnish original FD-302 to 
Louisville upon completion of review and initialing. 

LEADS : 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

1 Submit original FD-302, reinterview of 

to Louisville upon completion of review and initialing. 
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'5 VZCZ’CH0O2 068 

:.V' R,^ o , . 


V , :Pa,.HQ LS NY 


24 0W9Z -FES : 8 6 '' . 

' . FM,. NEWAR K ' ( 14 9A*7 1 8), '' (R UC) (C- 1) 

^ T 0 L OU I ^ ILLF^UpR lORlT Y)' , . ’ 

■ 

NEW YORK (PR ICR IT Y) " 


BT- 


UNCLAS 


ONS.UBS; .DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, TAIL N55 1X, DAMV; NA 


HOT ICS ; 


. 00* "ATLANTA 

r- , VrE: LbUISVILl-e TELCTYPE TO ATLANTA, OCTOBER 25 , 1985 , ENTITLED 

"ANDREW GtoTER THORNTON, II; NARCOTICS MATTER; 00: LDUI3MILLE" 

f, ^^^LS T^^-3-05) ' . 

^ ■ FOR THE INFO OF LOUISVILLE, OONTACT WITH A OTNFIDENTIAL SOURCE 

' • 

■V.. REVEALED THE FOLLOWING RE 





'I ’ PAGE FOUR., NK- iVsA -tl 8 , UNCLAS 



TW F0LL0WI^X3 ■ I S A DESCRIPTIOM OF THE SUBJECT 


5 : 


WEIGHT'; I I HAIR : 


FLA-SID ; 


SSAN ; 


NY-SID ; 



NEW YOR K , AT WEST POI NT , N . Y . : WILL CO NT ACT .WEST POINT PAR AGHUT E 


m|u3 A® REVIEW MANIFESTS DURING .t^SA-l&SS TO VERIFY THE TRAINING 
I^Ec|TVEP.,,.^Y THOR NTpN AND RE kSPECI ALIZED" FREE • FALL - 


fECHNIOUES. 


: 2,; WILL REVIEW MANIFESTS TO D ET MI NE TEEIFf ASSOCIATES,. 

m YOR K V AT RoUGHKEEPSIE ; N, Y. ; WILL REVIEW FIL F OF DUTCHESS 


CO so TO DETER MI NE I 
^ERPflT TO CARRY. 



HAS PA CURRENT NEW YORK ^ATE PISTO! 


2 . WILL I) ET ER M I NE A ND CO NT A'CT 



PAROLE OFFICER AND, 


REV lEW R XJ pE p S REE E S. ID EN Ct , E M PL OVM E N AND WEAPONS. DEfERMlNE 


ST AT US . OF 



iAROLE VIOLATION. 


AbDR E SBW.F9BR KyB li NEW- YC^ K , N . Y . : ...W I LL D ET ER M I M 




FIVE/ NK / '■ v: ‘ ' 

^ 3ev ' ' : ' . "' . *.■""■ ■■ 

;S^O|Cl' 1 8*388-01 Sf. S ' 

2> V»ILL REVIEW RECORDS OF NYPD SGR ANY INFO RE SOtO,,^ 

LEADS TO INTER VIEW^^ AND SOTO ARE LEFT TO THE : 

D ISOIET ION OF LOUISVILLE . f ’ . , 

^ ■ .y- ■■ ■ , ■ ■ ‘ 

■ '■ V '■ ■ 'i . . ' - '■" ' . ■ ■■ ■ '' 

' INASMUCH:.AS A^ pVESTIGATION HAS BEEN OOMPLETED AT 

NEWAR THIS MATTER W 




I 


FD-36(Rev. 8>26*82) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facelmlle 
BCk AIRTEL 




SUBJBCT: 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 




CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 2/21/86 


SAC , AiJiAlITA ( 12D“7^) ( P ) ( SQ 6 ) 

V ^ .. ^ «« I 


ANDWSW^TIgR THORNTON, II; GLAw 
N iffiCCTTCS TTG; C\ a 


00;LS 




" 41-««5 


For the infocination of Louisville and the Lexin^on 
on 2 / 18 / 86.1 I (PROTECT IDENTITY) J 


of the following s 


informed Agents oi 


Attempt to locate I I and determine the 

eatent of bis dealings with DAVID WILLIAMS and his knowledge of the 
locatioh of possible drug assets secreted by WILLIAMS or ANDREW 
garter -THORNTON. 


Jr - Louisville 
2 Atlanta 
CJJ:djs I 
(4) 




:;.";Aii2tD 



. iwuQ 


Approved: 


Tranemitted ■ FW 

(Number) (Time) 


D.S. OOVERIHEHT PRINTING OFFICE : 1984 O - 449-465 
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Date of Communication; 1/30/86 
Type of Communication: FD-302 

Orig/Dest: SA 

Status; p 
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Synopsis ; 


Interview of 



I 


0 0 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


AIRTEL 


DATE: 2/25/86 


TO : SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 

ATTN: LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, RESIDENT AGENCY 


FROM/prf ACTING SAC, RICHMOND (12E-229) (C) 


SUBJECT: ANDREW CARTER THORNTON III (deceased) 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
(00: LS) 


Re Richmond airtel Louisville dated 2/18/86 wherein 
set forth for the Washington Field Office to sub mit original 


lead 


FD-302 regarding interview of 
completion of review and initialing . 


to Louisville upon 


Enclosed for Louisville are the origi nal FD-302 and 
Agent's interview notes regarding interview of 


at Richmond Office. 


on January 20, 1986, 


Lead inadvertently set forth for the Washington Field 
Office to furnish original FD-302, described above, to Louisville 
upon completion of initialing; instead, Richmond is furnishing 
above-mentioned FD-302 to Louisville. 

LEADS : 

WASHINGTON FIELD -OFFICE 

AT -WASHINGTON, -D ♦ -C. 

Disregard lead set forth in referenced Richmond airtel 
dated 2/18/86. 
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(^)-Louisville (Enc. 2 ) 9 '^' 
1-Washington Field Office (Info) 
1-Richmond 
JPE/kdi 
(4) 


F..wl;^0r^03 ■** ■/ Ojj.. 


SEARCHtO.., —INDEXED 

SIRIAU^ED - fer CFILED. 


MAR 0 3 1986 


/ 




I t:aa«itasMMPKaMi^ 
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= SAC, ATLANTA 3/4/86 

From y^Q-p^Q^ CINCINNATI (149A-365) (RUC) 


Subject : CARTER THORNTON II 

NARCOTICS (D) 

00: LS 

AT FILE 12D-738 
UNSUBS; 

DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, 
TAIL # N551CC, 

DAMV 
00: AT 

AT FILE 149A-703 


Re Cl airtel to AT, 2/11/86. 

For the information of receiving offices. 


jwill not be interviewed at this time and Cincinnati 
FBI does not anticipate interviewing him ever again. 

lis an inmate at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, 

Lucasville, Ohio, and apparently;, according to above referenced 
airtel, he has recently b een an inm ate at Orient Correctional 
Institute, Orient, Ohio. I l has been interviewed numerous 

times by the Cincinnati FBI Resident Agency at Portsmouth, 

Ohio. He has also been interviewed by Kentucky , 

Cincinnati, Ohio Police Officers, Orange Countv, Florida Sherift 
Officers and .he has made numerous telephone calls to various^ other 
officers throughout me united States from the Soutnern 
Correctional Facility. In all cases, every time he has been 
interviewed and in all hi s letters he has the sam ^ few people 

who principally reside ini ^ , 

areas of | ~| as being resp.onsible for the _ 

the crimes in the United States. These crimes range 
child kidnapping to the aiding and abetting of the escape o 
Top Ten Fugitives and hiding them in the hills surrounding 


b6 

b7C 


4 - Atlanta (2 - 12D-738) (2 - 149A-703) 
c2 - Louisville 
1 - Cincinnati 

LKB/mlt 

(7) 




|SEARCHED_„..^INDEX£ 
SERIALIZED ...J^^.FILEO.. 

:d 


MAR 1 - 19R6 



A 

— 




he 

hlC 




Cl 149A-365 




off ic er named [ 
or 


I his mother, | i 

and some others who are supposed to he related to tne 

MM *!-• 1 .^ .M. n 4 T ^ /*\ 1^* T n 3 T. n. cr 


,xieir5D wiiu CXA.XZ ^ 

■are allegedly responsible for kidnappxng young 
children tfrom various places in the United States an 
Mexico, transportl na t . hem tg the Cincxnn ati^ hi 

and selling them. | i— J ^ mnan-i-ities 

also been involved in importing narcotics in 
through Cuba by use of shrimp boaus and then getting the 
narcotics to other places in the United States by either 
land vehicle or airplanes. 

This same gr oup is sup posedly responsible for 

arsons and burglaries. watches television an 

reads various newspapers while in the prison " -fantasizes 

he sees something of interest, he apparently 
or constructs out of whole cloth 
the situations such as the kidnapping of E^N 
New York and some other children who have been kidnappea 
in Florida. He also wrote a letter to Orange , 

Florida Sheriff's Office about a young boy who was ^adly 
injured a couple of years ago by a pipe bomb blast and 
who was brought to Cincinnati, Ohio, 

the Shriner's Burns Hospital. He claimed he was told 
by the Orange County Deputy that the business card of 
one of these individuals was found on the street a ve y 
short distance from where the pipe bomb explosion took 
place on Christmas Eve. Contact with the investigating 
officer r evealed no such business card was ever fou 


1 nu touuii ^ ^ 

1 had nn direc t knowledge concerning the 
time I I has been interviewed, he 

* . - * > *4 v-4 1 *1 4- 'CT=»v'i c; 


incident. Each i iV”~ j_ . -.Tav-i /-.nc 

has claimed to have received information about ^arimis 

crimes through the mail as a result of 
written to various police agencies and other peop 
the outside. Each time he has claimed 

letters from someone involved in these crimes telling 
him about the crimes he has been asked to 

to the Portsmouth, Ohio Resident Agency J°^®uth 

' of them have been received. He tried to get the 

. Agent to intercede with the prison iJtters 

. him a single cell so that he could collect all these letters 

and mail them in one large envelope. 


Because it is a waste of time and | — 

only seeking attention, he will not be interviewed. 


IS 




VZ^CHQ02?36 0751710 
PP LS 


DE NY 0144 0700144 

» 

ZNY LIUUUU 
R 10243 7Z MAR 8S 

f'M FBI NEW YORK (14 9A-4110) (P) (C-23) 

TO FBI LOUISVILLE (12D-303) PRIORITY 
BT ^ 

UNCLAS 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON Ilj NARCOTICS MATTERS? 00: LOUISVILLE 


REFERENCED, MARCH 7, 1986, TELEPHONE CALL FROM SA 


NEW YORK DIVISION, TO SA 


LOUISVILLE DIVISION, 


AND NEWARK TELETYPE TO LOUISVILLE, ET AL , DATED FEBRUARY 23, 1986. 


REFERENCED TELETYPE SET FORTH SEVERAL LEADS TO BE COVERED AT 


NEW YORK INCLUDING INTERVIEWS AT WEST POINT PARACHUTE CLUB (WPPC) 


REGARDING 


NEW YORK HAS RECEIVED NO PRIOR 


INFORMAT ION REGARDING CAPTIONED CASE<OTHER THAN THE I N FORMAT lOfcL SET. •_ 


FORTH IN REFERENCED TELETYPl 




i 

PAGE TWO DE NY 0144 UNClSi 



PER REFERENCED TELEPHONE CALL IT WAS LEARNED THAT LOUISVILLE 
HAS OBTAINED INFORMATION THAT CERTAIN CURRENT EMPLOYEES OF THE WPCC 
MAY HAVE ASSISTED IN MURDERING CAPTIONED SLUECT ANDREW 

CARTER THORNTON. 



LEADS 


LOU ISVILLE 


AT LEXINGTON RESIDENT AGENCY WILL EVALUATE LEADS SET FOR 
NEW YORK BY NEWARK IN REFERENCED TELETYPE. IF LOUISVILLE DETERMINES 
THAT LEAD TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS AT WPCC SHOULD BE COVERED AT THIS 
TIME LOUISVILLE I S REQUESTED , TO FURNISH NEW YORK WITH ALL AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION REGARDING POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF PRESENT OR FORMER 
EMPLOYEES OF WPPC IN THE MURDER OF ANDREW CARTER THORNTON.- - - - 

LOUISVILLE IS ALSO REQUESTED TO FURNISH NEW YORK WITH A BRIEF 
SUMMARY OF THE FACTS OF CAPTIONED CASE INDIVIDUAL PROSECUTIVE 
OPINION WITH RESPECT TO 
BT 




b7C 


0144 



r 


T3-1T 



(Mount CKpping in Space Bebw) 


) 

ML 

^■Jicate page, name of 
^^wspaper, city and state.) 

THE COURIER-^JOURNAL 
LOUISVILLE, KY., PAGE A-5 

Edrtion:MORNING 


MORE S COCAINE FOUND, 
LINKED TO THORNTON 


‘ More cocaine^ 
found, linked 
to Thornton 


Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: L S 


Indexing: 


Amelattd Prtss 

JACKSON, Ga. — Three duffel 
bags containing about 250 pounds of 
cocaine — $32 million worth — 
were found yesterday in a woods on 
a Butts County farm. 

the duffel bags match those car- 
ried by former Lexington, Ky., po- 
lice officer Andrew C. Thornton II 
when he parachuted to his death in 
Tennessee, and eight other duffel 
bags of cocaine found scattered 
across north Georgia in recent 
months, said Charles McMichen, as- 
sistant agent in charge of the Geor- 
gia Bureau of Investigation's Atlanta 
regional drug office. 

The cocaine found in Georgia is 
believed to have been dropped by 
Thornton before he died. 

Yesterday’s discovery brings the 
total found to 760 pounds, 
w ‘Tt appeared that it had been in 
Xhe woods for a while,” McMichen 
feid. ”It was on the groun^. It had 
been there long enough .that the 
leaves, had covered half of the para- 
chute.” 

Thornton died in September when 
he parachuted from ah airplane 
over Knoxville, Tenn. His body had 
77 pounds of cocaine strapped to it 
■ W hen he w as found on a Knoxville 
driveway. — 




i 




7 1986; 



TBI/DOJ 


J 


# t 


f=^ORMS.TEXT HAS 1 DOCUHENT 
OUTBOX. 1 (#192) 

TEXT! 

LSOOOOl 1491914 
PP HQ 
DE LS 

P 2919 14Z MAY 86 

FM LOU I S V I LLE (1 2D-303 ) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI PRIORITY 
BT 

UNCLAS E F T 0 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON III (DECEASED)? NARCOTICS MATTER? 00! LS 


PURPOSE! THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO GRANT THE USE OF A NAGRA 
AND TRANSMITTER FOR THE PURPOSE OF NON TELEPHONE CONSENSUAL MONITORING 
IN ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. THE PERSONS EXPECTED TO BE OVERHEARD ARE 




PAGE TWO DE LS 0001 UNCLAS E F T 0 




PLANS ARE TO LOCATE 


SUPPLIER AND 


EXECUTE A SEARCH WARRANT TO RECOVER THE BULK OF THE COCAINE. 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WILL SIGN THE NECESSARY FORMS AND WILL TESTIFY 
IF NEEDED. APPROPRIATE SECURITY WILL BE AFFORDED BUREAU EQUIPMENT 
AND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO ONLY ACTIVATE EQUIPMENT 


IN HIS PRESENCE. 

USA OPINIONS AUSA 


EDKY, WAS ADVISED OF THE 


FACTS IN THIS MATTER AND CONCURRED WITH THE USE OF THE TECHNIQUES 
TO BE INSTITUTED, AUSA 


ADVISED THAT ENTRAPMENT WAS NOT AN 


ISSUE. 


ADMINISTRATIVE". THE CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE MENTIONED IN ABOVE 
MATTER IS IDENTICAL TO 
BT 


0001 


mm 




FO-302 (REV. 3-10-821 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 


5/29/86 


1 Special Agents (SAs) 


Iweiahed and measured a small, clear plastic baa seci 
by a rubber band which contains a white powderv substance. 

Lired 




Tne pacJcage was weighed on a Dial-O-Gram balance which showed 
a weight of approximately .9 grams. The package was determined 
to be approximately 2-3/4 inches in length. 


The package was photographed by SA 
a Canon F-1 camera with 400 ASA film. 


utilizing 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 


b6 

b7C 


5/28/86 


London , Kentucky 


File #. 


LS 12D-303 -//Z? 


by_ 


SA 


Sna 



, sa‘ 


KDJ:gbi 

Date dictated 5/28/86 

737 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to you? agency; 
ic and its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription^ 


5 / 29/86 


On I I a phys ical surveillance (FISUR) was 

conducted bv Special Aaents (SAs 


of the 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) and Detective! 
of the KE NTUCKY STATE POLICE (KSP) . The surveillance was con- 
duce tp.d in. I w^i.c! 1 ni -Hi a-HgrI -f-h^ -j ^g.nr<g» 


. The surveillance was conducted after 


a conf idfinf-i source] j 

I had previo usly told the source that he would I 

I for the source. During this surveillance, the 
following surveillance was maintained: 




TIME 



Investigation on 



File #. LS 12D-Bn.-^ 


5 / 28/86 


KDJtgbi 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 








Prior to T losing c ontact with sub j<=jc!t ' g TygVii <-1 «=> . -i -h 
was obse rved turning left oni ^ off of 

traveling towards I Subject's venicre was 
not observed back at his residence until after the source had 
left the area. 




Memorandum 


SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) (P) 


ibject : 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, III, 
(Deceased) ; 

NARCOTICS MATTER; 

00: LS 


Telcalls of SA 


to Supervisor 


On 5/26/86, cont acted SA 

advised that source ^was in a position to I 



■^ 9 ®iits of the London RA attempted to surveilj 
vehicle from his — residence to his supplier's location, however 
contact with_^ was lost before he reached his destination 

hour later and I 



On I I source con tacted SA 

that on the evenincr ofl I he had a 




and stated 



12D-303 
KDJ:gbitf , 
( 2 ) ^ 


SEARCHED INDEXED..^ 

SERIALIZED 


MAY 2 9 1986 










I when I I 

I to go to his supplier's location, surveillance will 
agaxn be initiated in an attempt to follow him to his supplier's. 



2 * 




FD-i;02 WfV. 3-10-02) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 6 / 9/86 

— Data of transcription 


On June 5, 1986, Special Agent (SA)| 

of the FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) transported a plastic 
pill bottle containing a white powder to the KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
(KSP) Crime Laboratory, located in London, Kentucky. 



Prior to providing the bottle to[ 

filled out a KSP Form 26 which was provided to [ 


SA 


of the KSP Form 26 is attached hereto and made a part 


A copy 
hereof . 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




investigation nn ,6/5/86 ,, London, 



Kentucky 


File ^ LS 12D-303 


.Date dictated 6 / 6/86 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





FROM: 

DEPARTMENT: rc>i 


’KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
CRIME LABORATORY 

Request for Examination 

iZ 3 o 


% 

Case No. 

Laboratory No. ^ 


Laboratory 



^ ^ ■ 


b6 

b7C 


OFFENSE: C^^CajS^ 

DATE : i 
COUNTY 
VICTIM: 

SUSPECT OR ACCUSED: 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER; 

DEPARTMENT; 

gyuTV^Tnnc . 


Kj^Kj^^K-QJUk 


b7D 


C ASE HISTORY: 

I I b7D 


EXAMINATION ^QUESTED : 

3 ^ <7'jiAArV-'tV^ S '■i ^ r 


(a 

Date 


Reviewed by 


b6 

b7C 


Attach additional pages if needed. 


KSP 26 5/81 



FD-523 (Rev. 9-9*82) 



To: Director, FBI 

(Attn: Photographic Processing Unit, Rm. 1B903) 


From: sAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) (P) 


Subject: CARTER THORNTON, III 

(Deceased) ; 

NARCOTICS JIATTER; 

OOi LS 


1. ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK RELATES TO: 

K Current Investigation □ Mug Shot □ Other 

2. ENCLOSURE(S) 



AIRTEL 

Date: 6/6/86 


FBIHQ USE ONLY 

Initials , Date 


Received 

Developed 

Printed 

Enlargements 

Slides 

Copied 

Other 


Film To Be Processed 


Size 

Color 

B&W 

Quantity 

4x5 




135 

X 

X 

3 

126 




120 




Slides 









Movie Film or Microfilm 


, Size 

Color 

B&W 

Quantity 

16mm 




35mm 




8(super) 




70mm 

AHU 









3. WORK REQUESTED 


Negatives To Be Printed 


Size 

Color 

B&W 

Quantity 

8x10 




4x5 




135 




120 




126 




220 




110 







1 


Other 


Item 

Quantity 













□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Processing 
Process only 
Process & make print 


Prints To Be Made 

(From 135, 126, and 110) 
g 314x5 □ 5x7 

Process & make contact printsoe— belfewints each frame 

Slides to be processed □ Color □ B&W 

Slides to be duplicated (From 1 20 and 4x5) 

□ 4x5 □ 8x10 

# prints from each frame 

□ Color □ B&W 


Prints To Be Made Custom Prints 

(Prints from slides) (From any size negative or slide) 

□ 314x5 Quantity 

□ 5x7 Size 

□ 8x10 □ Color □ B&W 


Roll 


4. REMARKS 

(include trial date or other 
mandatory deadline and any 
other specific instructions) 


#1 

#2 


3 copies of each frame 
11 exposures taken 

1 copy of each frame 
approximately 5 exposures taken 


Roll #3 1 copy of each frame 

approximately 4 esiposures taken 








FO302 (R&V. 3-10-82) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 6 / 4/86 


On June 2, 1986, Special Agent (SA)| 

of the FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) transported a 
small plastic bag containing a white powdery substance to the 
KENTUCKY STATE POLICE (KSP) Crime Laboratory located in 
London , Kentucky . 


At 11:20 a.m., SA 


provided 


w w • f W*. -k V-/ V -1- 

of the Crim e Lab wi th the bag containing the powder to be 
analyzed by 


Prior to providing the bag to 
filled out a KSP Form 26 which was provided t 
copy of the KSP Form 26 is attached hereto au 
hereof . 




made 


r 


A 

a part 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to .your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.^ 





EXAMINATION REQUESTED: 


I^(IjLaa'^’^vCc>-^^^^ C) 'Q So^sflXMC^S CCoCo.rwL 



Attach additional pages if needed. 


KSP 26 5/81 
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f 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 6/9/86 

— Date of transcription 


Special Agents (SAs)| ^ | 

[measured a plastic medicine bottle which was approximately 
half full of a white powder. The contents of the bottle were then 
weighed on a Dial-O-Gram balance which showed a weight of approxi- 
mately 4.5 grams. The bottle was determined to be approximately 
2-3/4 inches in length. 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b7E 


Investigation on 6/5/86 


London , Kentucky 


-File # 


LS 12D-303 





SA 

> 

S 




by 

SA 


m 

KDJtgbi 

Date dictated 6/6/86 


b6 

b7C 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



PO302.(REV. 3-10-82) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IMVESTtGATION 


1 


Data of transerlpl-Inn 6/9/86 


On June 4, 1986, Special Agent (SA) | I 

made photocopies of one hundred dollar bills with the 

following serial numbers: ppi Q/f^ngga ♦ nm gA~^r)gQa « 

H02452575A; and HQ2452574A. I L 


Investiaatfon on 

6/4/86 


London, Kentucky 

LS 

File it 

12D-303 




A 

k) 



SA 

by 


^bi 

-- Date dictated 

6/6/86 

b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI*. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 


6/9/86 


On June 5, 1986, 

(KSP) Crime Laboratory, State Office Bull 


KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
ing, London, K entucky 

provided the following information to Special Agent (SA) 


1 ; 


advised SA E 


that the exhibit consisting 


of a small plastic packet secured by a rubber band which had been 


provided to 


and was found to contain cocaine. 


on June 2, T9R 6. had be en analyzed by[ 


stated that he had not 


done a detailed analysis on the percentage of the cocaine, however, 
his test had deteannined that the substance was a least 80 percent 
cocaine. 


stated that the weight of the contents of the 
packet at the time he received it was approximately 345 milligrams. 
I I returned the packet cont aining th e powder which had not 

been used in his an alysis to SA | I . Prior to receiving the 


packet, SA[ 


signed a KSP- 31 8 (Record of Evidence Release), 


June 5, 1986. 


ice was i: 

>roviaea to bAi 
also provided SA 



Crime Laboratory Examination) . 


1:36 p . m . , on 
with a KSP form 


hereto. 


Copies of the KSP Form 35 and KSP Form 318 are attached 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI, \t \s theiproperty of the FBI and is loaned to yout agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 






Central Laboratory - Frankfort 

Regional Laboratories 
Region 1 - Madisonville 
Region 2 - Louisville 
Region 3 - Highland Heights 
Region 4 - Ashland 
Region 5 - London 



' Laboratory No* 86- 5-613 

Case No. LS12D303 


Re: No suspect listed 


REPORT OF CRIME LABORATORY EXAMINATION 


SUBMITTED BY: S. 

RECEIVED: DATE 

RETURNED TO: 


A. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


6-2-86 TIME lls20 a.m. 

Held for release DATE 


VIA Agent 


_VIA 


MATERIAL SUBMITTED: 


Exhibit 1: A small plastic packet containing approximately 345 milligrams of 

white powder. 


EXAMINATION REQUESTED: 

Identification of controlled substances. 


« 


RESULTS OF EXAMINATION: 

Exhibit 1 was found to contain cocaine* Refer to Schedule II. 


pate completed; 6-2-86 , 

mkb 







KSP 35 

10-79 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
FORENSIC LABORATORIES SECTION 

RECORD OF EVIDENCE RELEASE 


Investigating Officer: 

S. A. 


Lab No: 

D^>artment: 

Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 

Case No: 

Delivered by: 

Agent 


Date: 

Examiner: 



Released byj 


Re: Victim/Suspect: No suspect listed 


This is to certify that the undersigned has received the evidenc p in ahnua 

Receiving Officer: 

Department: J 


86-5-613 


LS12D303 


b6 

-b7C 



Date: 


Time: 


I P 




-b6 

b7C 


REMARKS: 


Fro description of evidence see KSP 35. 


^SP-318 C5-82) 




LS 12D--303 
KDJrgbi 
1 



LS 12D-303 
KDJigbi 
1 


?rovi( 


— 5_J_Q.2£ — 1 l(KSP) Detectives 

Post 11, London , Kentucky, 

following information to Special Agent (SA) I 


T ^ I . I been observed at the FXRST_STOP 

Ly UQR STO RE in Je llico. Tennessee. nRP>d -ho be the I of 

, I ^ store inP after 

allegedly 1 “““ ... ,, 


owns the 


hanas 


apparently is| |as well. | 1 reportedly 

has property in | j and has been spending time down there 

^3 J. J. • 




jciate with 


also assoc- 


ate wi tn i iLiphonetic) , a 

I do not beli< 

any narcotics activity , howeve r . 


IIS in 


I [stated that the occupant of a Chevrole 

Suburban wnich wa^ seen at the lirmo-r a-i- 4 - a . — 1 

was there wa 


,rn-l I , ■ I 1 I reportedly lives 

J I TT^ j — ' and both he andl ar e suspected of being 

nvoived in narrintirc! r<c tivity. | [ al so sta ted that 

1 . I be associates of | | . Both the 

: pre involved in narcotics activity and reportedly were 

convicted in the past in federal court. ^ 


reportedly were 


I a 









FB!/ DOJ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


0«t« of transcription 


5/28/86 


Confidential source provided the following inform ation 
to Speci al Agents (SAs) 


las follows. 

Source advised that at approximately 


b6 

b7C 



Prior to the interview,- source provided SA 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Investigation on 


at 


h7D 

.....M-ASDraOS.. . 

SA 

SA 

by 


and • , . 

KDJ:gbi ■ 5/27/86 

Date dlctatejd < 


4 « » / . » 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of thfe^ljjand^ls loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ^ ^ , 





KD-159 (Hov. 5-23-66) 


RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Orolly I By Telephone Written Communicotion 

date dote 

inlormallon conoernino: 


Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 


l>0'30 


Information furnished was obtained: 


i I during course of Bureau investigation 
jSf from informants 


CZ) from complainants o 


Information furnished to 





Number of items disseminated: 

Remarks: ^ P 5' 


{sAAi^cl^ 




6«-^ 3UH 


t> a0'3^>:3 

\ ^ ^ 2^ Csf (V 



\Q-~ 3 n'\- f;3 n 
«s«o 

BERIALI2E0 


Special Agent 


JUN 1 i 1986 


FBI — louisvillf: 



FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION; 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 


TO; SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (12D-377) (RUC) 

\^NDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 

NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LS 

Re Louisville teletype to Atlanta, Charlotte, Knoxville, 
Miami, Newark, 10/25/85, captioned as above. 

For information of Louisville FBI, Knoxville previously 
supported initial DEA/FBI investigation in captioned case. Since 
that time, DEA has sought indictments of co-conspirators and 
anticipates these indictments will be returned in the near future. 

Based on the above, Knoxville is placing this matter 
in RUC status. No further FBI investigation remains in the 
Knoxville Division unless requested by Louisville. 


Louisville 
1 - Knoxville 

JED/ by w 
(3) 


3o3- I. 


Transmitted pi 

(Number) . 




•“I 




't 

I 

FORMS. T£ XT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 
INBOX. i (#450) 

TEXT! 

VZCZCHQ0034 
RR LS , 

DE HQ #1034 1622227 
ZNY EEEEE 
R 091521Z JIJN S6 
FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO FBI LOUISVILLE (12D-303) ROUTINE 
BT 

UWCLAS E F T 0 


ANBRElg CARTER THORNTON III (DECEASED)? NARCOTICS MATTER? 00: LS. 

RELSTEL TO FBI HQ, DATED NOVEMBER 14, 1985, MAY 29, 1986, 

AND ALL SACS AIRTEL, MAY 7, 1986 CAUTIONED "FBI NATIONAL DRUG- 
STRATEGY (NDS)." 


BASED UPON A REVIEW OF INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REFERENCED 
COMMUNICATIONS, CAPTIONED MATTER DOES NOT MEET THE CRITERIA SET 
FORTH UNDER THE NDS FOR CONDUCTING FBI NARCOTICS INVESTIGATIONS. 

LOUISVILLE DIVISION IS DIRECTED TO BRING CAPTIONED MATTER 
TO A LOGICAL CONCLUSION OR PROVIDE FBI HQ WITH SUFFICIENT 
■JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUING THE INVESTIGATION UNDER THE 
^REQUIREMENTS OF THE; NDS. 

BT 

#1034 


A 
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MNNN 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 6/10/86 



SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 
^IC, NEW YORK (149A-4110) 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON II 
NARCOTICS MATTERS; 

(00: LOUISVILLE) 


(RUC) ■ (C-23) 


/ 


Reference New York teletype to Louisville, dated 3/10/86 
and Newark teletype to Louisville, et al, dated 2/23/86. 

Referenced New York' teletype, dated 3/10/86 requested 
that Louisville evaluate, for relevancy, leads set for New York by 
Newark teletype, dated 2/23/86 and that Louisville furnish New 
York with certain pertinent documents and background information 
regarding captioned matter. 

Since Louisville has not responded to this request, it 
is presumed that no investigation is requested of New York. Ac- 
cordingly, this matter is considered RUC. 


2 - Louisville 
1 - New York 
TC : ctv 
(4) 



iShArciiti.- — . 


jufj 1 3 isef 






LS 12D-303 
MVBrpjc 
1 


ADMINISTRATIVE 







LS 12D-303 
KDJtgbi 
1 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


On June 2 , 1986-/ 


1 n forma -hi on to Special Agents (SAs) 


“provided the following 


Source advised that on 



LS 12D-303 
KDJ;gbi 
1 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


to Special Agent (SA) 


provided the foll owing information 
on May 28, 1986. 


Source advised that 





Rle #3 on which contacted (Use Titles if RIe #s not available) 

LS 12D-303 



Purpose and results of contact 

□ NEGATIVE 
S) POSITIVE 

□ STATISTIC 

Description of 
Statistical Accomplishment 

Purchase of approximately 
5 grams of cocaine valued 
at about $650.00 


Title of Case 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, 
III, (Deceased); 
NARCOTICS MATTER; 

00; LS 


12D-303 


Information herein obtained confidentially; 
informant's name is not to be disclosed in 
report or otherwise unless it has been 
decided definitely that he is to be a 
witness in a trial or hearing. 


PERSONAL DATA 







\S1 







STATISTICAL ACCOMPLISHMEN 


• 

1 . Number of Subjects Arrested: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

2. Number of Subjects Identified and/or Located: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

3. Number of Investigative Matters Initiated: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

4. Number of Items of Informant Information Disseminated: 

5. Number of Violent Acts Prevented: 

6. Number of Times Informant Information Used 
In Search Warrant Affidavits: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

7. Number of Times informant Information Used 
in Title III Affidavits: 

a) FBI • 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

8. Number of Times Informant Information Used 
in Obtaining Complaint/Information: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

9. Merchandise Recovered (value): 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

1 0. Potential Economic Loss Prevented: 

a) FBI 

b) . Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

1 1 . Number of Convictions Obtained as a Resuit of 
Information Furnished by Informants or as a Result 
of Other Significant Operational Assistance 
Furnished: 

a) FBI 

b) Other Federal Agencies 

c) State and Local Agencies 

1 2. Number of Times Undercover Agent or Other Law 
Enforcement Officer Introduced into an 
Investigative Matter by Informants: 

a) FBI Cases 

b) Other Federal Agencies Cases (specify) 

c) State and Local Agencies Cases (specify) 


o-s2) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dat« of transcription. 


6/9/86 


Confidential ^ 
to Special Agents (SAs) 
as follows. * 


rovided the following information 



Investigation onj 


LS 12D-303 


KDJ;gbi 


.Date dictated. 


6 / 6/86 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





FD-523 (Rev. 8-23-34) 


ry 


From; Director, FBI 

(Attn: Pliotographic Processigpjnit, Rm. 1 B903 TL1 51 ) 




RpUTE TO PHOTO TECHNICIAN UPON.RECEiei 




AIRTEL 


To: 

I3AC, XjOtJisvjEHfE (lao-sasH?) 


Subject: CaB!5E!Il !EHOX^33!OJI, JIX 

(Cccreacefi) ? 
ilTiEOTXCS rmOTBP.; 

COs IsB 


Cost Code: 

/ 

Unclassified 


^U\ 


Date: 

□ Confidential □ Secret 


004884 




( 

P 


ENCLOSURES: 



Size 

Type 

Quantity 

Film 


nrr 

1 

Negatives 




Prints 




Other 

(specify) 




(color and black & w 

hite wor 

< will not be 


accepted on same request) 


CONTACT FOR INFORMATION: 
FTS- 


WORK REQUESTED: 

S! Develop and print 1 ea. SYi x 5 
Other; 

Uoll #a 1 copy of each 

apprc^imahely 5 esposares taken 








JUSTIFICATION: 



1 


Enclosure^ ^ 


FD-523 (Rev. 8-23-34) 


From: Djrector,.FBI 

(Attn: Photographic Processing Unit, Rm. 1B903 TL151) 


ROUTE TO PHOTO Tbori?!| 


sac, i.Ot)r3:C172X»X>B 


Subject: -z^vSeh:? cait3?SE Xlt 

{Deceases^ j 
mmmiQs 
OOs i»s 


!^eceipt 

^ d 


/^ir\Td 

Cost Code: Date: €/X7/0^ ^ 

kflJnciassified □ Confidential □ Secret * 

004900 


ENCLOSURES: 



Size 

Type 

Quantity 

Film 




Negatives 




Prints 



2 

Other 

(specify) 





CONTACT FOR INFORMATION: 
FTS- 


accepted on same request) 


WORK REQUESTED: 

S Develop and print 1 ea. 314 x 5 
Other: 

S,oiX 3 copies of cacii fraiao 
11 enposar-es taljcsj 

Holl #3 1 copy o£ eacb. frainc 

approxisEtatclY 4 oxposarec -fcalieji 


JUSTIFICATION: 


photos talJon of OTidGnce in above investigation 



PHOTO TECHNICIAN (Intl.) 


The above is Q-attached 

□ being sent under separate cover, via □ registered mail 

□ air freight 


12-30 3 - 1 ^ 3 , 


Enclosure 



To : 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) (C) 

Date 

7/7/86 


From : 

SA 



b6 

b7C 

Subject : 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II 





NARCOTICS MATTER 
00: LS 


All investigation has been completed and no further 
leads are outstanding. Any further investigation will be 
pursued by DEA, Knoxville, TN. 

Therefore , nothing further remains , and this matter 
should be closed. 





. rt>30Ji(REV. 3-10-82) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription^ 


7/25/86 


On July 18, 1986, | J KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 

(KSP) Crime Laboratory, State Office Building, London, K entucky , 
provided the following information to Special Agent (SA) I \ 


advised SA 


that the exhibit consisting 


of a br own plastic prescription vial which h ad been p rovided to 
I ^ on June 5, 19 86. had been analyzed by 


and was found 


to contain cocaine. (stated that at this time he had not 
done a further detailed analysis to determine the percentage of 
the cocaine. 


stated that the weight of the contents of the 
vial at tne time he received it was approximately 4.45 grams. 

I returned the vial c Qntainina the powder which had not been 
used in hi $ analvs;L s to SA I I . Prior to receiving the 


packet,; SA I | signed a KSP-318 (Record of Evidence Release) , 

and the eviden ce was pr ovided to SA | |at 9 :45 a.m., on 

July 18, 1986. I H also provided SA | I with a KSP Form 

35 (Report of Crime Laboratory Examination) . 


hereto . 


Copies of the KSP Form 35 and KSP Form 318 are attached 


Investigation on_ 


7/18/86 


London, Kentucky 


-File # 


LS 12D-303 




by_ 


SA 




..Date dictated. 


7/24/86 


This document contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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/ 


KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
FORENSIC LABORATORIES SECTION 

RECORD OF EVIDENCE RELEASE 


Investigating Officer; 


• 

Lab No: 

86- 

5-62S 

b6 

.b7C 

Department: 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Case No: 

LS120-303 

Etelivered by; 

S. A. 


Date: 



Examiner: 


Released by: 



Re: Victim/Suspect; 

No suspect listed 



— 1 1 



This is to certify that the undersigned has received the eviden** ’ 

Receiving Officer: 
Department: 

Dates ~ 7 - 


-b6 

b7C 




Timer-Z3Z3S2: 


REMARKS; 


For description of evidence see KSP 35. 





Central Laboralory - Frankfort 

Regional Laboratories 
Region 1 - Madisonville 
Region 2 - Louisville 
Region 3 - Highland Heights 
Region 4 - Ashland 
Region 5 - London 



86-5-625 


m 

Laboratory No. _ 

Case No. LS120-303 

Re: No suspect listed 


REPORT OF CRIME LABORATORY EXAMINATION 



rIeTURNED TO: Held for release 


.DATE 


.VIA 


MATERIAL SUBMITTED: 

Exhibit 1; A brown plastic prescription vial containing approximately 
4.45 grams of white powder. 


EXAMINATION REQUESTED: 


Identification of controlled substances. 


RESULTS OF EXAMINATION: 

Exhibit 1 was found to contain cocaine. (Refer to Schedule II). 


Date completed: 6-11-86 

mkb 
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b7C 


b6 

b7C 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



m 



KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
CRIME LABORATORY 



Request for Examination 


TO: Crime Laboratory 

FROM: 5 A 


DEPARTMENT: 




^:5s^/yy Laboratory No. 2L~Ei - 7^^ 

^ L €T 


7^ 


b6 

b7C 


OFFENSE: 0 I S'f O CoCduKie, 

DATE:^^^'^^ 

COUNTY ^ ^ 

VICTIM: 

SUSPECT OR ACCUSED: 

INVESTIGATING OFFICERT 
DEPARTMENT: T ftT 
EXHIBITS: 


b6 

b7C 


PU5'ffc 






CASE HISTORY: 




EXAMINATION REQUESTED: 

JDcs 


hi%-% 


b6 

b7C 

Date Reviewed by 

K6QUe§ 

E 


Attach additional pages 


if needsar 


KSP 26 5/81 





FO-302 (REV. 3-10-82) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


7/25/86 



(Protect Identity) provided the 
erviewing agents in front of the 



Investigation on 



LS 12D-303 - 


Date dictated. 


7/24/86 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





FO-302 (REV. 3-10-82) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Special Agent (SA) weighed a brown 

plastic vial, which was approximately one-third full of a white 
powder. The contents of the bottle were weighed on a Dial—0”Gram 
balance which showed a weight of approximately 3 . 3 grams . 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




On Septembfjr 9, 1986, | KENTUCKY STATE 

POLICE (KSP) Crime Laboratory, State Ottioe Building, London, 
Kentucky, returned a plastic bottle co ntaining a white powder to 
Special Agent (SA) | . The liattlfi-Jia.d been 

previously provided to | | for analysis. l advised that 

his analysis had determined that the powder contained in the 
plastic bottle was in fact cocaine. 

Prior to receiving the evidence, SA| | signed a 

KSP-3 18 fPpnnr d of Evidence Release) and the evid ence was provided 

to SA I at 2:21 p.m. , on September 9, 1986. had 

previously provided SA | |with a KSP 35 (Report of Crime 

Laboratory Examination) . A copy of the KSP Form 35 and Form 318 
are attached. 


b6 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





KENTU(?KY STATE POLICE 
SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL LABORATORY 
P. 0. BOX 870 
LONDON, KENTUCKY 40741 
(606) 878-0610 EXT. 321 


# 

Laboratory No. 86-5-0793 


Case No. LS12D-303 


REPORT OF CRIME LABORATORY EXAMINATION 



MATERIAL SUBMITTED; 

Exhibit 1: A brown plastic vial containing approximately 3.25 grams 

of white powder. 


EXAMINATION REQUESTED; 

Identification of controlled substances. 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION: ' 

Exhibit 1: Found to contain cocaine. Refer to Schedule II. 




• # 

KENTUCKY STATE POLICE 
FORENSIC LABORATORIES SECTION 



KSP 318 
6-86 



' : FORMS . TEXT HAS 1 . , DOCUMEiStT 


TEXT! 


■ NK0002 2931945 


RR AT £•£ KX l.S 


BE NK 


f:R 201 945 Z OCT 36 


FM NEWARK a49A-718) (C) tC-l) 
TO ATLANTA (12©-73S) (ROUTINE) 


J ' CHARLOTTE ( 1 2G*-533 ) C ROUT I NE ) 


KNOXVILLE U 20-377) (ROUTINE) 

^ -LOU I SV I LLE (1 2D-303) ( ROUT I NE ) 


UNCLAS 

UNSUBS; DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC, DAMV; 
:WRCOTICSf OCTOBER 10, 1985; 00 s ATLANTA 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; NARCOTICS MATTER; 00: LOUISVILLE 

(LS 12D-303) 

RE: NEWARK TELETYPE TO LOUISVILLE, DATED FEBRUARY 24, 1986. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, REFERENCED TELETYPE 


PROV I DED BACKGROUND ON 


'Natters. 



A SUSPECT " IN CAPT I ONED 


EPORTEDL Y RECRU I TED IND I V I DUALS FOR 


i^^jtHQRNTDNr^S ORGANIZATION WHILE ASSIGNED TO SPECIAL FORCES UNI TS AT 


/ 0 

SERIALIZED- 

OCT 2 0 TJCU 

I Chi— LOUISVILLE 





CQilMSE. THIS COURSE REQUIRES A TOP SECRET CLEARANCE AND INVOLVES 
SENSITIVE matters. NEWARK UNDERSTANDS f HAT A FELONY CONVICTION 
USUALLY PRECLUDED AN INDIVIDUAL FROM A SENSITIVE CLEARANCE. 


ON OCTOBER 14, 19S6, INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED FROM A 
reliable' CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO ADVISED THAT 







r'’\i»AGE .three, m 149A-718, UNCLAS 


-y., . . . ■' 

IS: 

' " ■.■'•.K*' ■'. 

■■ ■ 




m- 


%; 


NY^SID: 






THE FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE SUBJECT: 



SEX: 

1 


RACE; 



li^HfelGHT: 


WEIGHT: 


FBI NUMBER: 


POUNDS? HAIR: 


FLA-SID: 


SSAN; 


IT I© INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT INQUIRY OF THE FBI 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REVEALED THAT THE RECORD OF 
FBI NUMBER 




FURTHER INVESTIGATION OR FOLLOW-UP IS LEFT TO THE DISCRETION 
OF RECEIVING OFFICES. 




■ ■■•I 

■ , 

^4 

b6 1 
b7C 


b6 J 
b7C 

-i 

. s 


I 



;:a 





. 


FORMS. TtXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 
INBOX. 1 (#189) 

TEXTS 

CE00005 30217282 
RR LS AT KX 
DE CE 

R 2917282 OCT 86 
FM CHARLOTTE (12F-533) (P) 

TO LOUISVILLE (12D-303) ROUTINE 
ATLANTA (120-738) ROUTINE 
KNOXVILLE (120-377) ROUTINE 


i 


BT 

UNCL.AS 

DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, TAIL NUMBER N551CC, DAMV? 

NARCOTICS MATTER? OCTOBER 10, 1985? 00s ATLANTA 
ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II? NARCOTICS MATTER? 00s LOUISVILLE 
RE NEWARK TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, ET AL, OCTOBER 20, 1986. 
ON OCTOBER 29, 1986, SPECIAL AGENT 


UNITED 


STATES ARMY, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION (DIC), FORT BRAGG, 

NORTH CAROLINA, (FBNC) , ADVISED THE FOLLOWING: 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 


SPECIAL AGENT 


(DEA), WILMINGTON NORTH CAROLINA, CONTACTED HIM ON OCTOBER 6, 1986, 

ID >303- 


IN ORDER TO LOCATE | | WHO WAS ALLEG^iLiY 

SEARCHED 

ASSIGNED ACTIVE DUTY AT FBNC OF ALL CURRENT MILITARY R 



b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



b6 

b7C 





PAGE TWO CE 12F-533 UNCLAS 

0- AuL CURRENT MILITARY ROSTERS FAILED TO REVEAL 


PRESENCE AT FBNC, OR HIS ACTIVE DUTY PRESENT ANYWHERE IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY« 

ON OCTOBER 29, 1986, IT WAS LEARNED THAT DEA, SPECIAL AGENT 

WOULD BE OUT OF CONTACT UNTIL THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 3, 1986. 


HOWEVER, IN A REPORT HE FILED DATED OCTOBER 16, 1986, HE ADVISED 
THE NEW YORK, DEA THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION; 

SPEC I AL AGENT | | OF DEA , KNO V I LLE , TENNESSEE , REQUESTED 

AT FBNC. HE WAS UNABLE 


HIM TO SERVE A SUBPOENA ON 
TO LOCATE 


FOR HIM; 



AT FBNC BUT OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS 


OURITY NUMBER 


, HE REQUESTED THE NEW YORK 


OFFICE OF DEA TO SERVE THAT SUBPOENA. HE DID NOT LIST HIS 
INFORMATION FOR THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 

CHARLOTTE AT FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA; 

WILL CONTACT SPECIAL AGENT 


OF DEA UPON HIS RETURN 


TO ACTIVE DUTY ON NOVEMBER 3, 1986. 

NEWARK IS BEING FURNISHED. AIR MAIl_ COPY OF THIS TELETYPE. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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ET 



FD-,36-(Rev. 8-29-85) 



FBI 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


TRANSMIT VIA; 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ aXT3.TE T i. 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 


Date 10/27/8A 




Memorandum 





To ; SAC, .ATLANTA (12G-738) Date 12/15/86 


From 



CHARLOTTE (12F-533) (RUC) 


Subject: DESTRUCTION OF CESSNA 208, 

TAIL NUMBER N551CC, 

DAMVJ NARCOTICS MATTER 
10/10/85; 

00: ATLANTA 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON, II; 
NARCOTICS MATTER 
00; LOUISVILLE 


Re Charlotte teletype to Louisville, 10/29/86, 


On 11/28/86, Special Agent 


Administrat ion. Wilmington, N ♦ C , y. advised that the address he 


Drug Erif ox-cement 


b6 

b7C 


obtained on | | as set forth in referenced 

communication is all the -information he has on this subject, and 
this was taken’ from information provided him by United States Amy 
Criminal Investigation Division Agents. 


.2 — Atlanta 

(©- Louisville (12D-303) 
1 - Charlotte 
TBMilb.i 




r 




Bulky Exhibit • Inventory of Property Acquired m kwoence 
FD-192 (Rev. 6-9-82) 



■fitle and Charaqter of Case 

ANDREEV CARTER THORNTON, III 
NARCOTICS MATTER 


« 



Date 


10/22/85 


b6 

b7C 


Date Property Acquired 
10/17/85 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

NC State Bureau of Investigation 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 
LS - Bulky 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
Evidence 

To Be Returned See Serial 
^ Yes □ No 

Qiihmiffinn Prnnor+\/ r\r Pvhihj^ 


SA 1 

® SA r 1 b6 


Louisville Division b7c 

.□ Yes □ No Grand Jury V 

laterial ■ Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 



Toll records on telephone nximber 919/875-3261, RAEPORD 
AVIATION, INC. for 1983. 


Toll records on telephone number 919/875-9328, RAEPORD 
AVIATIOJv, INC. for 1983. 


For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 

SInnaturft of Two 

Evidence Bag Seal # .. 

Special Agents 

Vorifuinn nnri .^oalinn 


Bag Contents 


SEMIANI 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


r 


) a /\ a/w 


Field RIe # CE 120-533 

on- LOUISVILLE 12G-303 

INDEX COPY 


SEARCHED IKUiXTO! 

SERIALIZED FILED., 


- 3^2 -M. 


HOV 4 19Bb 

FBI — LOUlSyiJLU 



1 1 Y (inmai ana uatej ^ M J 


I SE;.Rc'i;£, 

I SERIALIZED. 


rrBtOGK STAMP- 


. IfiOEXEO 
fllfO. 


OCT 2S 1985 

.FBI - CHARimr:^ 






Routing Slip 
FD-4 (Rev. 5-31-84) 


--To: — D-Oirector- 
Att.: 


Date^ 


7/21/«7 


FILE# 


CG 12B-781 
■liS- .L2B- R 


S SAC 

CHICAGO 


□ ASAC. 

-WET-Nt. TIS. 


□ Supv. _ 
T3 Agent ^ 

□ OSM _ 



□ Rotor# 



□ Steno ^ 



n Typist 

n M 


Title COLOMBIAN NARCOTIC S 

TRAFFICKING ^ 

- -- ORGAN T ^ - ATi e NG/ - - = — ^ 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 
REI 

00: CG 

RE: CG Airtel to LS. 7/ 10/87, 


Room 

□ Acknowledge 

□ Assign □ Reassign 

□ -Bring file 

□ Call me 

□ Correct 

□ Deadline 

□ Delinquent 

□ Discontinue 

□ Expedite 

□ File 


□ For information 

□ Handle 

□ Initial & return 

□ Leads need attention 

□ Open case 

□ Prepare lead cards 

□ Prepare tickler 

□ Recharge file □ serial 


□ Send to 


□ Return assignment card 

□ Return file □ serial 


□ Return with action taken 

□ Return with explanation 

□ Search and return 

□ See me 

□ Type 


Enclosed as requested in referenced 
coimujunication ds one copy of serial 73 of 
LS 12D-303 and serial 879 of LS 245B-5. 


It should be noted these 2 serials contain 
the only informati on available to the L ouisville 


Division regard ing 


and 


b6 
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1-Chicago (Enc. 2) 
^rLouisville (1-12B-R- 
<^12D-303) (1-245B-5) 
IMF /ml a 



Searcnedj- 

Serio'.i2tiCi. 

indexed— 

£5*©cJ 


l/uL 


SAC JOEL A. 


'ARLSON 


See reverse side 


OHice LOUISVILLE 



FEDERAL BUREA'U OF INVESTIGATION 


- 1 


O^tto of transcription 


10/8/85 



was interviewed at his olace of 

emDlovment 

wi>h thp. 1 1 


with Lieutenant 


KNOXVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT, 


Metro Narcotics Unit. 


furnished the following information 


regarding his relationship with ANDREW CARTER THORNTON; 


said that he first came to Knoxville in 1977 

and met ANDREW THORNTON sometime between 1978 and 1979, through 
the THUNDERBIRD PARACHUTE CLU B at Lebrea . Kentucky, due to his 
parachute jumping activities. | |said that ANDREW THORNTON 

was a very competent skydiver and he considered him in the expert 


category, f [advised that he, himself, had 908 parachute 

jumps and had nvimerous jumps with THORNTON, stating that for 
expertise, THORNTON'S company was desired for intricate maneuvers 
and formations in that he was so competent he was never out of 
formation and at the right place at the right time for link ups. 
He said that he did not kr^ow THORNTON very well other than . 
through the drop zone, meaning parachuting activities, but did 
know that THORNTON went to weapons shoots and was into martial 
arts . 


I I stated that he knew about THORNTON'S five 

month's jail sentence related to a narcotics violation, recalling 
that he had jumped with THORNTON the weekend before he went to 
Lexington to serve his time and that THORNTON, during a jump, 
went very low prior to opening his parachute during that weekend. 


I [advised that he and his wife were in Lexington 

overnight on one occasion and had stayed at THORNTON'S apartment, 
noting that the apartment THORNTON had at that time was a 
different one than was searched after his death by law enforcement 
in Lexington. He said that during his stay at THORNTON'S apartment, 
he did not see any paramilitary equipment or martial arts 
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9/26/85 

on 


Knoxville , 


Tennessee 
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F.I. - KX 12G-377 -W 
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SA 
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paraphanalia such as described in news reports of what 
found in THORNTON ' s apartment after his death . 


w. 


3Lid 


that other people who would know THOR NTON dnp. tn nar anhn-Ping 


activities in th e Knoxville /area were, 
telephone numb er | | business telephone 


[ 


runs a 

was an av id skydiver 




home 


1 


]notea tnat 


and 


DAVID, had been killed approximately two year s aao 

at Lebre a, Kentucky, in a skydiving accident, and that 

had been having what he believed to be mental problems , 
had ^ jumped with borrowed equipment, and "never pulled anything" 
during that fatal jump two years ago. 


nz 

Isaid that r 


and his wife, j 


of 

1 TATmil 

Ld_also know THORNTON 


of the r 


1 


Ls a civi lian embloviee r 
and is a I T 


1 



ept ner maiaen name, is a 


in’ 


■ ^nd that both she and her husband have ' been to parachute 
jumping events with THORNTON and acquainted with him for some time 

I |"'advised that at one 


bad stayed at the, , , , 

way through town, but that unle ss THORNTON called him, he had 




ime , AND] 
house ini 


LON and 
on their 


no way of knowing if he were in[ 
stayed at his house . I ' 

I was in[_ [the night of THORNTON 's death nor 

nad ne received any telephone calls or correspondence regarding 
this night. 


jother than when he 

rjsaid that he had no idea that 

r-hho n-irrh-f- ri-f »T’WnPKrnnr\M » c* 


I [stated that he did not know who^ if anyone, 

might have been with THORNTON the night he died in Knoxville and 
that he had no prior knowledge of THORNTON'S involvement in 
narcotics trafficking nor did he know him to carry weapons. 


advised that he is currently jumping with a 
tie, Tennessee, and that sometimes a plane is 


groip>- xrf Greene vi 
supplied for ^j.timping by an individual named 


who keeps 


an aircraft at MADISONVILLE AIRP ORT and co mec^ to GreenevUle to 


support the jumping activities. 


advised that he first 


began parachute jumping while working on nis Mr^.c^t^r ^ g Degree at 
the UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA at Omaha in^ 


a member of the AMERICAN PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION. 


_and had continued as 
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1 stated that he had called THORNTON and 

I regarding get togethers and also had corresponded with 

them in the- past, but really had very little information 
regarding their backgrounds, in that their relationships 
were based on parachute jumping. 


Con&iuaiion of intwvtow.oC 




he is employed by |_ 


2l.ome address is 

home telephone number 
] work telephone numberT 

iir 


fo r the next six months) . ~ after' which he wil 


b date of birth 


(good 
be transf erred to 
is a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oat* of 10/8/85 


was contacted with Lieutenant | | 

KNOXVILLE POLICE DK PARTMENL METRO-NARCOTICS UNIT , 


b6 

b7C 


at her place of emplo yment ; , ^ . 

L and furnished the following information 
rv- T'olaf-T/^ncbTn bo ANnREW CARTER 


regarding she- and ner husband ' s relationship to ANDREW CARTER 
THORNTON, II. 


with her husband ,| 


Jyears 


I state d that she was formerly a skydiver 
since their marriaae appr oximately 
ago. She and her husband j ^ ^ j ^became 
acquainted with ANDREW THORNTON through a skydiving club at • 
Berea, Kentucky, and she first learned of A NDREW THORNT ON when • 
he went to j ail for some narcotics offense. | 
that she metl 

last year she was jumping and bega n jumping with 
She said that her husband f I first began parachute ju mpipa 

in Omaha, Nebraska, while attending school there, and that| 1 

probably knew THORNTON before they were married due to his 
parachute activities. , 


b6 

b7C 


I 


stated 
“aurina the 


]•- 


]_said that she had a total of fifty jumps 
and that at one time while they were up 


b6 

b7C 


as did I I 

in Kentucky skydiving, they stayed overnight at THORNTON s 
apartment when they were there approximately one year ago. They 
had stayed at THORNTON'S due to the fact that they had no reservations, 
and she noted while at THORNTON'S apartment, they never saw any 
military type equipment or items such as described in the news 


reports about THORNTON'S paramilitary collection of equipment 


I said that she last saw ANDREW THORNTON and 
1 in Xenia, Ohio, at a "big boogie" sometime near 
the Fourth of July in 1985. At that time, ANDREW THORNTON talked 
about getting off probation and starting up his law practice 
aaain. and it appeared that he was straightening his life out.. 

f 1 ^ ^ , ... - . 1 pnTT^T^xTPnokXT 4.^ t.Toa nrm« _ 


b6 
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id lu appeaireu uuciu wclsd ww**^**^ — - 

Isaid that she did not know THORNTON to carry weapons, 

• «ti "ho IT incT blue Tes.] 


and that n ormally whenever she saw him, he was wearing blue jeans 
and a T-shirtr She stated that normally among skydivers, they 
knew little about each other's backgrounds, and the only contacts 
they had were related to skydiving activities and boggies wherein 
they came together for skydiving functions* 



Ttiis Oocumant conUlns n«lth«r r«comm€n<s«tlons nor concluiioni of ih« FBI. It is th« property of th# FBI ind Is toantd to your agency, 
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Continuation of interviow of . 


On: 9/26/85 


, Pago — 


and 




said that ai_ 
Icame through [ 


one 


time ANDREW THORNTON 
I on their way to a 
and at that time, stayed 


gk-yri 1 ng antivitv outside Atlanta, 
overnight at the l l » This. would have been 

sometime in the early fall of 1984, and the parachute function 
took place somewhere twenty miles outside of Atlanta, Georgia. 


"I advised that she has since given up skydiving 

-lit ^ 


due to the fact that they now have a child and that one of the 
reasons she quit was at her husband's request, due to the fact 
that wh ile three months pregnant she landed in a tree. 

I continues to jump but has decreased some of his jumping 
activities due to his work schedule. 
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I ladvised that she was very surprised at^ 

the news reports when THORNTON'S body was found in Knoxville, 
and other than the previously mentioned legal problem on the 
part of ANDREW THORNTON, she knew of nothing of his involvement 
in narcotics or his association with any people who dealt narcotics. 
She was further surprised to learn of his wealth as reported in 
the newspaper, and restated that skydivers normally do not get 
into each other's backgrounds. 
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r\-F T-l-b IcF 


^address is , . 

rhome teleph one number [ 


1 and she employed in the 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


9/12/85 


On September 11, 1985 Lt, 


and Lt. 


of the KNOXVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT appeared at the Knoxville 
FBI Office. 


Lt. 


for the following: 


and Lt. 


lodged and were receipted 


33 tan plastic bags with each bearing the letters, 
"USA" and number "10". Each bag was wrapped with plastic 
tape . ‘ 


Lt. 


initials , 


Lt. □ the bags contain suspected cocaine. 


are on each bag. Per 


The aforementioned bags were contained in a military 
type seabag/duf fel bag with the outer container being a black 
parachute equipment bag. 


A count was made totalin g 34 b ags with one bag 
taken for laboratory analysis by Lt . | | The remaining 

33 bags were placed back in the sea/duffel bag then black 
equipment bag. The black parachute equipment bag was then 
sealed with FBI Seal #0016653. The material was receipted 
by the below listed Special Agents and secured in the FBI 
gun vault. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


9/19/85 


On September 18, 1984, SA | |of 

the DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY (DEA) , Knoxville, Tennessee, 
picked up and receipted for the following items which had 
been lodged at the Knoxville FBI Office as of 9/11/85: 


33 tan plastic bags with each bearing the letters, 
"USA" and number "10". Eac h baa wa s wrapped with plastic 
tape and bore the initia ls , each bag. Per Metro 

Narcotics Lt. | | the bags contained suspected 

cocaine . 


The aforementioned bags were contained in a military 
type seabag/duffel bag with the outer container being a 
black parachute equipment bag. 

The 33 bags were placed back in the sea/duffel 
bag then in the black equipment bag. The black parachute 
equipment bag was sealed 9/11/85 with FBI S eal #0016653. 

The material was picked up by SA l I for transport 

to the Florida DEA Laboratory and FBI Seal #0016653 was 
intact. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


9/18/85 

Investigation on 


Knoxville , 

at 


Tennessee KX: 

_FHe # 


12G-377 



by^ 


SA 


bib. 


9/18/85 

.Date dictated— 


b6 

b7C 


TJiis document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ic and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



FO302 (Rev. 3 -« 0 -« 2 ) 

% 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oat« of transcription 


10/15/85 


of 


1 was interviewe<i with Lieutenant L 


Tor the Metro Narcotics Organized Crime Squad, KNOXVILLE 


POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


^ I was contacted at his place of business 

and furnished the following information regarding his association 
with ANDREW CARTER THORNTON II, who was known to him as "DREW". 




I advised that he had known DREW THORNTON 
and had become acquain ted with him t hrough his 

' ]said that he 


since 197- — 

association in parachute jumping. [ 

(himself) was a rated instructor with over 3,000 jumps and had 


begun jumping while in the U. S. Navy as a UDT member. 

DREW THORNTON had only static line jvimps whi le in th6 . 
military an<3. was trained in sport parachute jTimping by | | 

I DAVID STEVENS . DAVID STEVENS died in a parachute 
accident at the Thunderbird Parachute Club in Berea, Kentucky. 
Prior to DAVID *^s death, DREW had lived with him for a period 
of time. It was during this time that DREW was a member of 
the LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY, POLICE DEPARTMENT and served in the 
Organized Crime Squad, A t that time, THORNTON was furnished with 
a Maserati sports car and [ 
his exposure he, THORNTON, 


believes that through 
realized he could make a lot more 


money on the other side of the law. 

During the late 1970 's, DREW THORNTON was involved 
in taking a DC-4, airplane to San Salvador, South America, to 
deliver guns . On the return tr ip it was evid ently decided to 
bring back a load of marijuana. ~| says that THORNTON 

was caught and prosecuted for bringing back this marijuana and 
he noted that to the best of his recollection the DC-4 used 
by THORNTON was stolen. 


I said that during the last three years 
he ha,d known THORNTON I ■ THORNTON became a heavy user of cocaine. 
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SA 
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During skydiving "boogies” parties and related activities 
there were always a lot of "groupies" around THORNTON'S van 
because he used and always had cocaine. 


As to the death of THORNTON in Knoxville , 
was of the opinion that THORNTON may have believed he was 
being followed by an aircraft so he did not slow down his own 
aircraft when he bailed out. At that speed the equipment bag 
would have jerked him out the plane's door and he could have 
broken his ribs by hitting the door frame on the way out. 

[believes that THORNTON may have been dead or dying 
on the way ■ down . The accident would explain THORNTON'S opening 
his reserve chute rather than his main in that he never, 
"released the brakes" meaning that he did not fully deploy 
the canopy before hitting the groud. He estimated that 
THORNTON was probably at 5,000 to 6,000 feet when he bailed 
out and that his intended drop zone was the Island Home 
Airport which he could have easily made had he gotten out of 
the aircraft successfully. 


stated that he knew DAVID RAY WILLIAMS 
from skydiving and that WILLIAMS was a close frie nd of THORNTON'S. 
WILLIAMS' nick name was "Cowboy" and I [ believed that he 

was connected to drugs with THORNTON. He said that he based this 
belief on the fact that WILLIAMS was one of the first buyers of 
the new model Cessna aircraft known as a model 208 Caravan and 
that this aircraft costs approximately $680,000. He noted that 
WILLIAMS could not afford that kind of money in that he merely 
flew skydivers around and that this type activity would not 
generate that type of money. 




said that lie knew 

and that 

DREW THOR] 

!JTON had beei 

il 1 


[ believed that THORNTON had chosen to ]ump out over 
Knoxville, Tennessee, in that it was a "new city" and that THORNTON 
was under a lot of pressure from law enfo rcement regard ing his 
drug trafficking and was watched closely. [ [ knew 

THORNTON to iike excitement, that he had been that way all of his 
life and was aware of his involvement in martial arts and firearms . 
He noted that on occasion THORNTON would open his parachute at 
800 feet with the excepted level being from 2 to 1,000 feet and 
that because of this THORNTON had been "kicked off several drop 
zones "• . 
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[ [ said that [ 

had a friend who was a professor at the UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, 
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Continuation of interview of 


On; 1 0/8/85 Page 


name unknown, and that she may have stayed with this . 
professor friend when she was in Knoxville. 


said that as- far as additi onal information 


[ 


regarding 
who is an 


nPKW THORNTON that an individual namedT 


that [ 


] should oe contacrea. [ 


]was the closest person to THORNTON and that 


3 


dvised 


would have detailed informatio n regarding T HORNTON and his 


other associat es and fr iends. [ 


should talk to 


J'before something happens to him" 


says that law enforcement 


advised that during the 1970 's he flew 

an aircraft out of Madisonville Airport for skydiving and that 
during this period he had been approached by two. unidentified 
people from out— of— state to utilize his parachute skills for 
jumping in with dope but that he had refused any sort of a deal ■ 
like this. 


jadvised that it was common knowledge among 

the people who parachute jump in the southeast that DREW THORNTON 
was involved in importation of cocaine and that the fatality 
which occurred in Knoxville was not the first time DREW THORNTON 
had brought in narcotics utilizing his parachuting . 

The following is descriptive data of | 

I taken from observation and interview; 


NAME; 

DATE OF BIRTH; 
SEX; 

RACE; 

HOME TELEPHONE 
NUMBER; 

EMPLOYMENT ; 
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Enclosed are , 
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. items. 


These items are forwarded your office since: 

(ZD logical investigation completed in this Division 
[^fYou were 00 at the time our case was RUC’d. 
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MEMORANDUM 
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SUSJECTs 

Enclosed arei items* 

These items are forwarded your office since s 

i ‘I All logical investigation completed in this Division* 
|x I You were 00 at the time our case was RUC'd* 

Enclosures are described as follows t 


DATE*. 11 / 2/88 


SAC, LOUISVILLE (12D-303) 

SAC, RICHMOND (12E-229) I I RUC 

I I FILE DESTRUCTION PROGRAM 

X 

ANDREW CARTER THORNTON III (Deceased) _ ‘ 

Narcotics Matter 


Original notes re interview. 


NOTE: 


DO NOT BLOCK STAMP ORIGINAL ENCLOSURES^ 
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NOV 7 1988 
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SAC, ATLANTA 
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SAC, ATLANTA (12D-738) 


SUBJECT; ANDREWS CARTER THORNTON, II; 

NARCOTICS - ITG; 
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.XX f^estroci...* Program 


Enclosed are in items. 

These items are forwarded your office since: 

ri All logical investigation completed in this Division 
5^ You were 00 at the time our c- se was Rl’C’d. 

Enclosures are described as follows: 

^2_, Original FD-302's 

Original lAs 

^Original Lab Reports 

Bulky Exhibit Sheet.? 
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1 


A physical surveillance was conducted at the ROSWELL FUNERAL 
HOME, 590 Mimosa Boulevard, Roswell, Georgia, between 1:00 p.m. and 
2:00 p.m. A funeral service was held on this day for DAVID LEE 
WILLIAMS. 


i. 


r 


4 . 




Vehicles with the following license plates were observed 
the parking lot: 


Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 


in 
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Investigation on 10/01/85 at Roswell, Georgia 



File # AT 12G-738 


By SAs 


Ill/rks 


Date dictated 10/02/85 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


l/^/86 


investigator, Maryland Bank, N.A., 

400 Christina Road, Newark , Delaware, was contacted at his place of 
business and duly served with an adminestrative subpena calling 
for Maryland Bank, N.A. mastercard records regarding account 
of DAVID LEE WILLIAMS for the period 10/84 through 11/85. 
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pursuant. 


thereto. 


furnished those Maryland Bank, N.A. records 
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Investigation on 
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AT12D-738 

Newark, Delaware. ^ BA149-46 8 




by 


SA 


: aei 


.Date dictated 


1 / 6/86 
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Date of transcription 


1 


On January 16, 1986, a visual surveillance was 
conducted in and around the area where approximately 250 
pounds of cocaine was found on the previous day. The surveillance 
indicated that the area where the parachute was found was 
just inside a tree line located adjacent to a 55 acre-, 
cleared pasture area. A reconnaissance of the area determined 
that there has been no vehicle traffic in or around where 
the parachute had landed and it was further noted that 
the Highway 42 and Highway 23 are located approximately 
150 yards ea st of where the parachute was found and the 
residence of | | was approximately h to 3/4 of 

a mile, across an open field south of where the parachute 
and cocaine were found. 


There is a treeline that runs along a waterway 
running parallel with Brookwood Avenue or Highway 42 and 
Highway 23 and also there is a house located approximately 
100 yards from where the cocaine wa s droop ed belonging 
to an indiv idual onl y identified as 
home at the [ ' 


No one was 


was conducted. 


]residence at the time this surveillance 
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Attached to and being made a part hereof is a 
map of the Jackson. Georgia, area with the residence ojL 


and thq 

residence being marked to indicate their relationship to 
the area where the cocaine was found. On the reverse side 
of the Jackson map is a Butts County map showing the location 
of the Westwind Parachute Club, the location of the site 
where the cocaine was found and the site where personal 
property and papers of THORTON were located a few months 
back. 


b6 

b7C 


Investigation on. 


1/16/86 


at Jackson. Georgia 


.File 1-240=^ 


by. 




bbh 


_Date dictated. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1/28/86 
Date of transcription 

1 



was contacted at his residence. 

b6 


home telephone 

b7C 

number 

. After being advised of the identity 

1 


of the Interviewing Agents and the nature of the interview 
being conducted, he voluntarily provided the following 
information : 



I |did not recall any unusual planes flying 

over his residence at any time. He clarified this by stating 
that a number planes fly over his farm, local and en route 
to Atlanta Hartsfield Airport. He stated he was working 

on his fence line when he noticed a white nylon look ing 

piece of cloth that had been covered up with leaves. | ~ 

advised that | I became curious 

and wai ted to check out the white material. land 

H approached the area and saw a parachute whi ch! 
described as being nylon and solid white in color. | 
stated that it had been there for approximately 60 to 90 
days as he does not get to that area of his farm very often. 


He stated that atta ched to the parachute were three black 
bags which | | described as being approximatey 4 feet 

long and 14 xnches in diameter w ith a zippe r that r uns 
the length of the bag. | | stated that I I saw 

one of the bags open and noticed plastic bags containing 
a white substance wrapped in burlap inside the bags. Upon 

discovering this, immediately called the Butts 

County Sheriff's Office and an investigator was dispatched 
to his locations. stated that the Westwind Parachute 

Club was approximareiy rwo to three miles " as a crow flies" 
from his farm in a northwesterly direction. l advised 

that he has not seen anyone in or around his pastures as 
when a person or vehicle enters his land he immediately 


checks to see who it is and what their business is. 


b6 

b7C 


I [advised that he would not object to having 1=6 

drug dogs on his property, however, he did stipulate that i=7' 

they would have to remain on a leash as he did not want 
them bothering his cows . 
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Date of transcription 


1/28/86 


1 


Iwas interviewed a t her place of employment ^ I 

After being advised of tne 


1 


identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the 
interview being conducted, she voluntarily provided the 
following information: 


noticed a plane coming over her house 
one or two times per week for approximately two or three 
weeks. She described the plane as having two engines, 
silver looking with no lights on and flying very low but 
not making much noise. The plane would be .observed flying 
over her resid ence at approximately 8:00 p.m., or 9:00 


p.m. 

go out of the 


further stated that she never saw anything 
plane and that she did not see anyone in 


a pasture located ac ross from her house after the plane 


flew over, 
before the 


stated that the plane stopped just 
weather started getting cold, about the same 
time the parachutist jumped to his death in Knoxville, 
Tennessee . 


Investigation on- 


1/16/86 


_at . 


Jackson, Georgia File #. 


AT 12D-738 




/ 


by. 



SA 

A 



.Date dictated. 


1 / 21/86 
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b6 
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b6 
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Date of transcription 
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I [was contacted at his place of 

emDlovmP-n+i . I I home ad(iress 

I home telephone number 

I work telephone | ~1 « After being advised 

of the identity of the interviewing Agents and the nature 
of the interview being conducted he voluntarily provided 
the following information: 


jstated that during the months of September 

and October, he was accustomed to sitting on his front 
porch in the evenings, during which time, for a two week 
period, he observed a plane flying approximately 300 to 
400 feet above the ground with no lights on at around 9:00 
p.m. The first time he observed the plane it was flying 
in a northwesterly direction at which time something was 
dropped from the airplane with a flashlight attached to 
the underneath side. The second plane flew over a week 
later at approximately 8:00 or 9:00 p.m., this time an 
object was thrown from the plane attached to a round parachute 


which PACE described as looking like a safety shoot, 
stated the plane was going in the same direction as tHS" 
first plane and when asked when the second plane came over 
he stated that it was the night before the parachutist 
jumped to his death in Knoxville, Tennessee. 


I [ described the airplane as having heavy running 

engines and he believed it to have two engines. I I further 

described the plane as a dirty white looking plane and 
Jazhen_the plane flew over, it had very rough-sounding engines. 


further advised that he notified the Butts County 


Sheriff about two or three days afterwards, 
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DATE: 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 


5/6/91 


^ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON II 
FOIPA MATTER 

SAC, LOUISVILLE 


b6 

b7C 


On 3/14/91, 
called re the current sta 


bus of LS12D-303. 


FBIHQ, Extension 5572, 


Contact was made with Case ago-n-i- [~ 
who requested a re-check be made with DEA Agent ] 

Knoxville, TN, to determine the status of their investigation. 


□ 


(FTS 854-9334) 
his case. This 


On 4/8/91, DEA Agent . 

advised there was only 1 fugitive outstanding in 
individual was a part of the ground crew and is a heroin addict 
from New York. Charges against this individual are being dropped 
and their case being closed, once the U. S. Attorney has dismissed 
the charges. 


SA 



rTirT/^T^MmATvi I 


SA 

in 


On 4/2 4/91, this information was provided to 

ladvisftd Timri svi l.le is currently investigating 

|was a close associate of 

Jis concerned that any release of 


information at this time would adversely affect the current 
investigation should this information make headlines in the 
local newspaper thereby causing sxabjects in the current case 
to cease their criminal activities. 


On 5/6/91, contact was made with 

FBIHQ, and the above information provided to her. She advised 
she will review her files* to determine what information has 
been requested and will recontact the Louisville Office before 
any release is made. 
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(9-12D-303 
1-190-347 
1-190-349 
ml a 




5010-1t4 

☆ U.S. GPO; 1985-491-248/20552 
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SUBJECT: 
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WiTED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


TO! 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON II 
FOIPA MATTER 

SAC, LOUISVILLE 

On 6/3/91, 


O' 


n- / c\ 


^0./} V / 


.■0 




,0\ 


0 w'' l^ 




FBIHQ, Extension 5572, 


called to advise she was denying 12D-303 using the (b) (7) (A) 
exemp tion reflecting a pending status ■information provided 

by SA 


, pendxng status peii 

] re case involv ing F 

a former associate of THORNTON ' s . SA ^ I felt a ny rele ase of^ 


information.. re THORNTON would adversely affect the 


tease. 


An interview conducted by Richmond Div is ion re 
was going to be released by I 1 to [~ 


as this matter did n ot relate to THORNTON, and the request was 
made by ~| for his interview only. 
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b7C 
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For information of the file. 
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REPLY TO 
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SUBJECT: 


HH9Z 


ANDREW CARTER THORNTON II 
FOIPA MATTER 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


b6 
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SAC, LOUISVILLE 


On 12/31/92, 


FBIHQ, FOIPA Section, 


contacted the writer in order to determine the status of Louisville 
file 245C-LS-57775 and the impact release of information relating 

- • - ■ ^was advised 


to THORNTON would make on that particular case. , 
that the case agent in this matter would be contacted for his 
opinion 


b6 

b7C 


On 1/4/93, 1 Lexington RA, was contacted re 

the above and advised the current investigation pertaining to 

I an associate of THORNTON'S, would be adversely affected 
by the release of any information. 


This opinion was relayed to 


the same date, and 


she advised she would continue to withhold information under b7A 
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For information of the file. 
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PSH/psh 
(3) 



1^6 


SEARCHED^ 

SERIALIZED. 


JAM 0 7 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 1-80) \ 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) lOI-l 1 .6 
5010-114 I 




